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A  Wa s h i n g t o n 
C o u n t y  m a n  i s 
charged with arson 
in connection to a 
vehicle fire set at All 
Star Tire & Perfor-
mance on Highway 
90 in Bonifay on 

February 5. Bonifay 
Fire and Rescue re-
sponded to the call 
around 2:45 a.m., 
observing a fully en-
gulfed vehicle with 
fire extending to the 
building adjacent 
to the store. BFD 
Engine 1 arrived at 
2:47am and began 

extinguishing the 
fire followed by Lad-
der 1 and Tanker 1. 

66-year-old Wi-
ley Coleman Arm-
strong of  Vernon 
was arrested Au-
gust 3 and charged 
with two counts of  

1 arrested in Bonifay arson

Washington Co. o� ering free service to 
alert property owners to potential fraud
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Families share ‘First Day of 
School’ photos
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Chipley’s Compton and Howard 
named Class 1A COTY, POTY
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BONIFAY – Despite 
re-opening under new 
leadership last month, 
the Bonifay Police De-
partment may not be 
clear of  the possibility 
of  being absorbed into 
the Holmes County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce.

Councilman Larry 
Cook approached the 
idea again when Boni-
fay City Council met in 
regular session Mon-
day, August 14, asking 
the council to look into 

having the sheriff ’s 
offi ce take over law en-
forcement operations 
within the city limits.

Cook believes the 
action would be more 
cost effi cient for the 
City, should Sheriff  
John Tate agree to take 
it on. Mayor Dr. Emily 
McCann is expected to 
speak with the Sheriff  
Tate this week ahead 
of  a special budget 
meeting scheduled for 
August 17.

The City will also 
retain ownership of  
the recreation center 

in the 2023-2024 fi scal 
year after the council 
voted to accept Mayor 
McCann’s recommen-
dation to not fi le the 
deed for the center 
to revert ownership 
back to Holmes County 
Board of  County Com-
missioners (BOCC). 

T he counci l  ex-
plained the City needs 
to keep ownership of  
the facility in order 
to use a $3.2 million 
Housing and Urban 
Development grant 
that is being awarded 
based on paperwork 

that has already been 
completed. The grant 
will be used to make 
much needed improve-
ments and repairs to 
the facility. The budget 
for the new fi scal year 
will allow for $30,000 
to keep the lights on; 
however, more fund-
ing is possible from 
BOCC 2023-2024 bud-
get. The funding from 
the county would also 
help to pay for a recre-
ation director to run 
the center. 

Once construction 
begins on the facility, 

access to the area will 
be blocked to the public 
as it will impose safety 
hazards. Bonifay Po-
lice Department has 
agreed to provide ex-
tra patrols before and 
during construction to 
ensure all lights are off  
and no one is accessing 
the area.

In other action, Board 
Vice- Chairwoman Si-
erra Smith resigned 
from the council after 
accepting the position 
of  executive assistant 
to the mayor for the 
City of  Bonifay. Smith 

expressed her grati-
tude to the citizens 
and her fellow council 
members during her 
time on the council. 

In a recommendation 
from McCann, Rick 
Crews was voted for 
and sworn in to replace 
Smith on the council. 
Cook was voted to be-
come Vice- Chairman 
of  the council.

The Bonifay City 
Council  will  meet 
again in workshop at 
5 p.m. with regular 
session at 6 p.m. on 
August 28.

CAROL KENT
Ckent@kentsmith.biz

Bonifay to rekindle Bonifay PD 
discussions, reclaim rec center

Blooms abound in the butterfly garden in Falling Waters State Park. The site is maintained by a small group of 
volunteers from the Chipley Garden Club. The wildflower maintenance group recently cleaned and labeled the 
garden, noting the Scarlet Mallow Hibiscus is blooming. [CHERYL GAINER MCCALL | CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]

Commissioners dis-
cussed how to most ef-
ficiently allow Washing-
ton County residents to 
speak on subjects during 
meetings. Currently, 
citizens aren’t allowed 
to speak during monthly 
workshops as that time is 
considered to be a time 
for the commissioners 
to discuss items before 
them.  

Residents have the op-
portunity to speak on 
subjects before the board 
at regular meetings un-
der FS.286.0114. Cur-
rently, citizens must give 
at least a 24-hour notice 
to the board secretary 
to be able to speak and 
not be limited on time. 
Input given by citizens 
placed on the agenda 
is considered to be an 
agenda item and given 
the time needed. 

Citizens coming to a 
meeting without previ-
ously contacting the 
Board are required to 
request time by way of  
a sign in sheet and are 
limited to the 3-minute 
rule. 

This proposed new pol-
icy will be on the consent 
agenda for the August 17 
meeting. 

Commissioners also 
agreed to a resolution 
p r o t e c t i n g  c i t i z e n s 
of  Washington Coun-
ty against the use of  
Florida’s Private As-
sessment Clean Energy 
Funding Agency (PACE) 
low home Improvement 

loans. Once approved, 
the complete resolution 
will be placed on the 
website.

Commissioners say the 
issue is that citizens us-
ing this service are being 
charged low start up fees, 
but then are charged 
high interest rates, lead-
ing to liens against the 
owners’ property and 
foreclosures.  The Reso-
lution will be approved 
at the next meeting, Au-
gust 17. 

The board reports that 
broadband is now active 
in Ebro, and mailers with 
sign up information are 
being mailed to custom-
ers in the area. WildStar 
currently has approxi-
mately 157 customers 
with more signing up 
regularly.

Other items discussed 
included: 

Seeking approval of  
printed guide to Wash-
ington County - paid for 
by grant.

The MSBU - what road 
work has been done in 
Sunny Hills and possible 
improvement to Wilder-
Park.

Live streaming for the 
county meeting should 
be available at the Sep-
tember meeting.

County Administrator 
Contract.

Public Library con-
struction grant for Sam 
Mitchell Library in Ver-
non.

Planning Department 
new fees schedules as 
described at July’s meet-
ing.

Washington Co. Commissioners 
review public speaking policy
NAN THOMPSON
Nthompson@kentsmith.biz

DIANE MOORE
Dmoore@kentsmith.biz

Blooms in the butter� y garden

WILEY COLEMAN 
ARMSTRONGSee ARSON S, Page A3
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TA L L A H A S S E E 
— Health regulators 
Monday ordered an 
Orlando abor tion 
clinic to pay a $193,000 
fine for violating a law 
that requires women 
to wait 24 hours be-
fore having abortions, 
nearly three times the 
fine recommended by 
an administrative law 
judge.

The state Agency 
for Health Care Ad-
ministration issued a 
final order requiring 
the Center of  Orlando 
for Women to pay a 
$1,000 fine for each of  
193 violations shortly 
after the law took ef-
fect in April 2022.

Administrative Law 
Judge J. Bruce Cul-
pepper this spring is-
sued a recommended 
order that said the 
clinic should pay a 
$67,550 fine — $350 
for each violation. But 

under administrative 
law, the recommend-
ed order had to go to 
the Agency for Health 
Care Administration 
for a final decision.

Monday’s final or-
der, signed by Agency 
for Health Care Ad-
ministration Secre-
tary Jason Weida, 
said “the record is 
devoid of  any rea-
sons why respondent 
(the clinic) could not 
comply with the law 
prior to May 9, 2022, 
which was the date it 
first began complying 
with it.”

In a document filed 
in March at the state 
Division of  Adminis-
trative Hearings, an 
attorney for the clinic 
proposed paying a 
$19,300 fine — $100 for 
each violation — and 
said a $193,000 fine 
“would likely force 
the clinic into bank-
ruptcy or closure.”

The case was one 

of  a series of  similar 
efforts by the Agen-
cy for Health Care 
Administration to 
fine clinics for not 
complying with the 
waiting-period law 
in the weeks after it 
took effect.

The Le gislature 
passed the waiting-
period requirement 
in 2015. But the law 
spurred a lengthy 
court fight and did not 
take effect until April 
25, 2022, when Leon 
County Circuit Judge 
Angela Dempsey en-
tered a final judgment 
upholding it.

The law requires 
women to receive in-
formation from doc-
tors about abortions 
and then wait at least 
24 hours before hav-
ing the procedures.

Regulators filed a 
series of  cases after 
inspecting records 
about compliance 
with the law follow-

ing Dempsey’s ruling. 
In the Orlando clinic’s 
case, the agency al-
leged that 193 abor-
tions were performed 
at the facility from 
April 26, 2022, to May 
7, 2022, without 24-
hour waiting periods. 
State law allows the 
agency to collect a 
maximum of  $1,000 
for each violation of  
the law.

In f ilings at the 
Division of  Adminis-
trative Hearings, the 
Orlando clinic said 
it repeatedly sought 
clarification from the 
Agency for Health 
Care Administration 
in April 2022 and 
early May 2022 about 
when the law would 
take effect but did not 
receive information.

“Respondent (the 
clinic) took neces-
sary and reasonable 
steps to discover the 
effective date of  24-
hour requirement 

so that it would be 
in compliance,” the 
document f iled in 
March by the clinic’s 
lawyer said. “Short 
of  being involved in 
the litigation (which 
it was not), there 
were not more op-
tions available to dis-
cover the effective 
date beyond what the 
clinic did. Contacting 
AHCA (the Agency 
for Health Care Ad-
ministration) for in-
formation (not legal 
advice) about the 
effective date of  the 
24-hour requirement 
was a logical and 
appropriate thing to 
do.”

In his recommend-
ed order calling for a 
$67,500 fine, Culpep-
per pointed to “cer-
tain extenuating and 
mitigating facts that 
should be considered 
when assessing the 
gravity of  the Cen-
ter’s violation … and 

in turn, the appropri-
ate and reasonable 
fine to levy upon the 
Center.”

But Monday’s final 
order by the Agency 
for Health Care Ad-
ministration said, 
for example, that the 
clinic’s “office man-
ager admitted she 
knew about the law, 
yet did not change re-
spondent’s operating 
procedures to comply 
with it.”

The agency has 
reached smaller set-
tlements with other 
clinics it accused of  
violating the waiting-
period law. For in-
stance, orders filed in 
July said it reached 
$20,000 settlements 
with two Miami-Dade 
County clinics. 

At least some of  
the cases centered on 
whether clinics had 
properly documented 
compliance with the 
waiting-period law.

JIM SAUNDERS
News Service of Florida

State hits abortion clinic with $193K fi ne

TALLAHASSEE — 
The Biden administra-
tion this week urged a 
federal judge to reject 
a challenge by Florida 
and other states to an 
overhaul of  the Na-
tional Flood Insurance 
Program that has led to 
higher premiums for 
many property owners.

U.S. Department of  
Justice attorneys fi led 
motions to dismiss a 
lawsuit challenging 
the overhaul and to 
deny a request by the 
states for a preliminary 
injunction. The mo-
tions said the changes, 
which became fully 
effective April 1 after 
being phased in, were 
designed to make the 
flood-insurance pro-
g ram “actuarially 
sound” and refl ect the 
risks of  each property.

The motion to deny 
a preliminary injunc-
tion said the overhaul, 
known as Risk Rating 
2.0, “updates the NFIP 
(National Flood Insur-
ance Program) with up-
to-date actuarial meth-
ods at a time when the 
program sorely needs 
reform. For the past 
several decades, the 
NFIP has been losing 
billions of  dollars be-
cause premiums have 
not accurately refl ected 
fl ood risk.”

“These changes all 
refl ect best practices 
in the insurance indus-
try, which is precisely 
what Congress charged 
FEMA (the Federal 
Emergency Manage-
ment Agency) to do 
under the NFIA (Na-
tional Flood Insurance 
Act),” Justice Depart-
ment attorneys wrote. 
“Furthermore, the geo-
graphical distribution 

of  premium payments 
has been stark: Under 
the legacy (previous) 
rating approach, tax-
payers and policyhold-
ers in landlocked states 
were covering the cost 
of  fl ood risk in a few 
coastal states. Risk 
Rating 2.0 charges ev-
ery policyholder their 
fair share based on 
their property’s true 
fl ood risk and thus ac-
complishes the stated 
purpose of  the NFIA.”

Florida joined nine 
other states in the law-
suit, fi led in June in the 
federal Eastern District 
of  Louisiana. The law-
suit, led by Louisiana 
Attorney General Jeff  
Landry, names as de-
fendants FEMA, the 
U.S. Department of  
Homeland Security and 
the Federal Insurance 
and Mitigation Admin-
istration. Plaintiffs also 
include numerous local 

government agencies 
in Louisiana.

The fl ood-insurance 
program plays a major 
role for Florida resi-
dents, many of  whom 
are required to have 
flood insurance be-
cause of  home mort-
gages. A document in 
the lawsuit said the pro-
gram included about 
1.391 million Florida 
policies, with total cov-
erage of  nearly $367 
billion.

Federal offi cials be-
gan phasing in the Risk 
Rating 2.0 changes in 
October 2021. Among 
other things, the law-
suit alleges the system 
improperly considers 
“hypothetical” future 
risks and doesn’t prop-
erly account for mitiga-
tion projects to protect 
properties from fl ood 
damage.

“While the agency 
(FEMA) paints a pic-

ture of  nuanced calcu-
lations using massive 
data repositories that 
reveal a property’s in-
dividualized risks, the 
reality is much simpler: 
Flood insurance is go-
ing to be much more 
expensive for pretty 
much everybody,” the 
lawsuit said.

A section of  the 
lawsuit that focused 
on Florida said “high 
insurance rates will 
cause people to leave 
the state of  Florida 
because they can no 
longer afford to live in 
the state. In addition, it 
will depress property 
values, particularly 
in areas where flood 
insurance is required.”

But in Monday’s mo-
tion to dismiss the case 
and Wednesday’s mo-
tion to deny a prelimi-
nary injunction, the 
Biden administration 
disputed the allega-
tions and argued the 
plaintiffs lack legal 
standing to challenge 
the overhaul.

“Plaintiffs wrongly 
ask the court to upend 
the status quo — which 
is that Risk Rating 2.0 
has applied to NFIP 
policies for multiple 
years and has been ful-
ly implemented across 
the country — and do so 
simply because some 
policyholders in their 
states and communi-

ties are now paying 
higher premiums based 
on a more accurate, 
congressionally-man-
dated assessment of  
their fl ood risks, and 
are no longer being sub-
sidized by policyhold-
ers in less fl ood-prone 
areas,” Wednesday’s 
motion said. 

“That some policy-
holders are now paying 
higher premiums does 
not entitle plaintiffs to 
relief.”

Also, the Justice De-
partment attorneys 
said the plaintiffs had 
exaggerated “skyrock-
eting costs.” Since the 
changes took effect, 
Wednesday’s motion 
said 19 percent of  pre-
miums decreased and 
70 percent increased by 
less than $10 a month.

But in a news release 
after the lawsuit was 
fi led in June, Florida 
Attorney General Ash-
ley Moody’s offi ce said 
the changes are “mak-
ing flood insurance 
unattainable for many 
policyholders by rais-
ing rates.”

The 146-page lawsuit 
makes a series of  al-
legations, including 
that federal officials 
violated a law known 
as the Administrative 
Procedure Act by mak-
ing changes that were 
“arbitrary and capri-
cious.”

Feds take aim at � ood insurance lawsuit

Unlock the next level of your financial life with accounts designed 
especially for teens ages 13-17 years like you. Act, earn and learn with our 
Level Up Checking*, Level Up Savings and Level Up interactive financial 
knowledge builder.

Find out more at ccbg.com/levelup and talk with your parent or 
guardian to get in the game today!

Level up
your financial IQ.

YOUTH BANKING
from Capital City Bank

www.ccbg.com

Bank rules and restrictions may apply. Business and corporate accounts do not qualify for personal products. Account features and service charges subject to change. Account subject to fees 
if overdrawn. *Overdra� Protection coverage is not provided with Level Up or Evolve Checking. Transactions you make may cause your Level Up Checking account to be overdrawn, resulting 

in a negative balance and overdra� or return fees. Level Up and Evolve Checking accounts also are ineligible for additional overdra� coverage services such as Bounce ProtectionSM and Overdra� 
Protection Transfers. +Requires enrollment, a debit card and a Level Up or Evolve Savings account. Learn more at ccbg.com/makingcents. Ask a banker for complete details.

You’re evolving.
So should your bank account.
Embrace this next stage of your financial life with
accounts designed especially for young adults 
18-25 years. Evolve Checking*, Evolve Savings and 
Making Cents Saving Service+ encourage smart 
money management and putting money away for 
the future.

Open checking and savings accounts today that 
evolve with you! Learn more at ccbg.com/evolve.

JIM SAUNDERS
News Service of Florida

Florida Lottery sales 
hit $9.8 billion during 
the fiscal year that 
ended June 30, but 
that was $184.1 mil-
lion below what was 
expected, according 
to a report from state 
economists. 

Sales during the 
2022-2023 fiscal year 
were up from $9.32 bil-
lion during the previ-
ous year. But the state 
Revenue Estimating 
Conference attributed 
the failure to meet the 
2022-2023 projection to 
“fl agging” scratch-off  
sales. Scratch-off  sales 

were 2.7 percent lower 
than anticipated. Pro-
ceeds from the lottery 
go to what is known as 
the state Educational 
Enhancement Trust 
Fund. 

Based on lottery re-
ceipts from 2022-2023, 
$2.374 billion will go to 
the trust fund, a third 
consecutive year top-
ping $2 billion, accord-
ing to the economists. 
The total, however, is 
$123.8 million less than 
projected. 

The economists also 
are projecting a decline 
in sales to $9.277 billion 
in the current 2023-2024 
fi scal year.

Lottery sales up, but 
below projection
NEWS SERVICE OF 
FLORIDA
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Holli R. Jemison Joins Chipola Surgical 
& Medical Specialties – Pediatrics

Holli R. Jemison, MSN, APRN, received her Associate of Science in Nursing 
from Keiser University. She earned a Master of Science in Nursing with 
specialization as a Family Nurse Practitioner from South University in 
Savannah, Georgia. 

Joining the practice of Dr. Melissa Caraballo and Dr. MaryBeth Melvin, 
Holli looks forward to helping young patients with their health needs 
and educating parents on the importance of wellness checkups and 
staying current with recommended immunizations. Her goal is to help 
children stay healthy and live an active life. Holli provides care for 
newborns to 18-year-olds.  
  

3028 Fourth St., Suites A & B • Marianna, FL 32446 / 850.718.2886 / Jackson-Hospital.com

Welcome

Accepting New Patients. For an appointment or more 
information, please call 850.718.2886.  

“I am excited & 
motivated to be 
working with our 
youth; providing 
them with care to the 
best of my ability to 
ensure their future is 
healthy and bright!”

“The best way to make 
children good is to 
make them happy”
- Oscar Wilde

Holli R. Jemison, MSN, APRN
Nurse Practitioner

Always here for you
When many people use electricity at the same time, the demand for that power 
rises. This is called a “peak” and typically occurs on hot summer afternoons from 
3 to 7 p.m. Peaks increase the cost of wholesale power, which can, in turn, cause 
your electric bill to rise. For easy ways you can help keep rates as a�ordable as 
possible, visit www.gcec.com or  www.west�orida.coop. It’s another way your 
hometown electric cooperatives are always here for you.

www.west�orida.coopwww.gcec.com

Busch Light Peach 
12pk or 24 pk 
Limited Edition Only

Largest Selection and 
Lowest Prices Liquor, 
Wine, & Beer

Sunday 
beer!DOOR DASH DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

Mon-Thu from 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. | Fri and Sat 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. | Sun 10a.m. - 8 p.m.
2839 Hwy 231, Cottondale FL (Near to I-10 and US 90 on 231) 850-352-4449

Crown Royal 
Peach $29.99
750 ml

second-degree arson, 
criminal mischief, and 
property damage of  
more than $1,000 after 
an investigation by the 
State Fire Marshal’s 
Office.

According to fire 
officials, surveillance 
footage showed Arm-
strong had first at-
tempted to set the 
fire several weeks be-
fore the incident, but 
the fire died out due 
to lack of  sufficient 
oxygen. According to 
the investigation, he 
returned in the early 
hours of  February 5, at 
which time a fire was 
successfully started, 

destroying a Chevro-
let Tahoe parked at 
the shop.

Bonifay Fire Chief  
Travis Cook says the 
arrest is notable.

“You often hear that 
a fire is under investi-
gation due to suspect-
ed arson, but you don’t 
always get to hear 
about an arrest,” said 

Chief  Cook. “Arson 
is a difficult crime to 
prove, and I appreciate 
the hard work of  the 
State Fire Marshal’s 
Office and their thor-
ough investigation.”

The investigation 
is still ongoing with 
more charges poten-
tially pending.

ARSON
From Page 1A

Bonifay Fire Rescue responded to a fire at All Star Tire & Performance on Highway 90 in 
Bonifay on February 5. The fire has since been ruled an arson, resulting in the arrest of  
Vernon resident Wiley Coleman Armstrong [BONIFAY FIRE RESCUE | CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]



4A       WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2023     WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS  |  HOLMES COUNTY ADVERTISER

OPINION

CONTACT US

Advertising:

Carol Kent, advertising@kentsmith.biz

News, sports, opinion:

news@washingtoncounty.news

news@holmescounty.news

Legal Web Portal:

washingtoncounty.column.us/place 

holmescountytimes.column.us/place 

Obituary Web Portal: 

obits@kentsmith.biz

Customer Service: 

850-638-0212

Copyright Notice: The entire contents of  Washington County News 
and Holmes County Advertiser are fully protected by copyright and 
cannot be reproduced in any form for any purpose without the 
expressed permission of Kent Smith Group, LLC. The views expressed 
here are not necessarily those of this paper or Kent Smith Group, 
LLC.  Kent Smith Group, LLC. 2023. All Rights Reserved.

The Washington County News and Holmes County News are 
published on Wednesdays by Kent Smith Group, LLC at 1364 

N. Railroad Ave., Chipley, FL 32428. 

Periodicals postage paid by Chipley, Florida. Postmaster: 
Send address change to: Washington County News P.O. Box 

627, Chipley, FL 32428 

USPS 667-360

PUBLISHER
Carol Kent

In county
1 Year - $49.50

Out of county
1 Year - $75.00

Have something to say? 
Letters to the editor and comments on web versions of news stories are welcomed. Letters are edited only for grammar, 
spelling, clarity, space, and consistency, but we ask that they be limited to 300 words where possible. Letter writers are asked 
to provide a home address, daytime telephone number and a signature on your letter or comment for veri�cation purposes 
(none of this information is printed).

Letters may be sent to 1364 N. Railroad Ave., Chipley, FL 32428 or emailed to ckent@kentsmith.biz.

Questions? Call 850-638-0212

It’s August in Texas, 
which, at the best of  
times, is like living 
inside the molten con-
tents of  one of  those 
fried mozzarella sticks 
that I always steal from 
my youngest daugh-
ter’s order at the Sonic 
Drive In. This year, 
though, the summer 
heat is throwing a good 
old fashioned hissy fit.

Environmental ex-
perts have suggested 
that the heat dome 
oozing across the na-
tion is caused by a 
combination of  cattle 
flatulence, exhaust 
from my fully-paid-for 
2013 SUV with its over-
exerted check engine 
light, and something 
called El Niño, which 
comes from a Spanish 
word meaning, “Don’t 
forget to put on extra 
deodorant.”

Whatever the cause, 
I’ve compiled a few tips 
on what to avoid in 
order to survive these 
d r awe r- d re n ch i n g 
temperatures.

First, and speaking 
of  deodorant, don’t 
skimp on it. How-
ever much you’ve 
been wearing, it’s not 
enough. Go ahead and 
slather it on like you’re 
icing a cake with but-
tercream frosting. 
(If  only it tasted like 
that.) You’ll thank 
me later, and so will 
your spouse, kids, col-
leagues and the people 
sitting near you at 
church. (They don’t 

call it a “pew” for 
nothing.)

Next, when taking 
your doglets out to 
soil your lawn (which 
probably resembles 
Shredded Wheat ce-
real by now), slip on 
your wife’s nearby 
wedge-style sandals 
to avoid standing bare-
foot on any hard, sun-
lit surface. 

Without protection, 
the exposed skin on 
the bottom of  your feet 
will look like a micro-
waved cheese pizza by 
the time the doglets 
are finished sniffing 
each other and circling 
their drop zone at least 
fifteen times. Besides, 
the sandals will ac-
centuate your calves.

You should also ban-
ish any notions about 
going outdoors shirt-
less, heaving your 
dad-bod into a lounge 
chair and absorbing 
some natural vita-
min D while enjoying 
your secret Taylor 
Swift playlist on Spo-
tify. Otherwise, you’ll 
risk falling asleep to 
the sweetly mournful 
refrains of  “All Too 
Well” and waking up 
an hour later with 
your scorched torso 
looking like you just 
performed an epic 
belly-buster off  the 
high dive.

Finally, it’s best not 
to allow your eldest 
and most expensive 
daughter to move out 
of  her current college 
apartment, located in 
East-Central Texas 
where the heat and 
humidity go to party. 
Since your daughter is 
majoring in the Hoard-
ing Arts with a minor 
in Thrift Store Studies, 
you’ll have to make 
several exhausting 
trips from her apart-
ment to the least ex-
pensive, un-air-condi-

JASE GRAVES
Guest Columnist

Live your best heat-dome life

Though policymak-
ers are seldom willing 
to admit it, some policy 
ideas are so dumb they 
should only be men-
tioned as examples of  
what not to do.

With apologies to 
William Goldman and 
“The Princess Bride,” 
the most infamous of  
them involves getting 
involved in a land war 
in Asia. However, just 
behind that is the idea 
that government price 
controls work.

Like communism, 
price controls have 
fai led everywhere 
they’ve been tried – un-
less the intent of  those 
who imposed them was 
to damage the economy. 
If  that was the case, 
they worked splendidly. 
Why, then, do people 
with advanced degrees 

from some of  the na-
tion’s finest universi-
ties keep proposing 
them as a solution to 
the problem of  afford-
ability?

Prices are signals. 
They tell us about qual-
ity, availability, effec-
tiveness, need, demand, 
and other things that 
are useful to know as 
producers and consum-
ers. There are many 
things the government 
does in ways that are 
not objectionable, but 
setting prices is not one 
of  them. It doesn’t have 
the information needed 
to do so.

Even if  it did, what it 
learned would probably 
be ignored due to politi-
cal concerns. When the 
government sets the 
price of  something, it 
usually does so based 
on input from lobbyists 
and other special inter-
ests that either have an 
ox in danger of  being 
gored or some kind of  
skin in the game.

The people who make 
health care decisions 
for the U.S. government 
are inundated with 
these kinds of  people. 
They hold enormous 
sway, not just because 

Price controls pad 
health industry pro�ts

PETER ROFF
Guest Columnist

See GRAVES, Page 5A

A whistleblower re-
cently testified before 
Congress, alleging that 
federal officials have 
concealed evidence 
of  unidentified flying 
objects from the public 
for decades.

I’m not sure why ad-
vanced beings would 
want to talk to us, but if  
they came today, I imag-
ine their visit might go 
something like this:

“Take me to your 
leader!” the small, gray 
being with a large, 
lightbulb-shaped head 
says to me.

“He taking a nap,” 

I say. “We’re not sure 
he’s really in charge, 
anyhow.”

“Then take me to who 
is in charge,” says the 
alien.

“Nobody’s sure about 
that, either.”

“But I have impor-
tant questions about 
your government and 
your people,” says the 
alien. “I wish to gather 
any wisdom that your 
people can teach me.”

After I stop laughing, 
I offer to do my best 
to help the creature 
understand human 
nature.

“Explain to me how 
yo u r  g ove r n m e n t 
works,” says the alien.

“I’m not sure anyone 
can fully explain that,” I 
say, “but I’ll give it a go.”

The alien nods, genu-
inely curious, and I 
continue.

“My country’s found-
ers were very distrust-
ful of  government be-
cause they feared that 

some wicked humans 
would pursue govern-
ment power to enrich 
themselves and to op-
press their enemies. 
Such tyranny has been 
a common problem 
throughout human his-
tory.”

“That is a regrettable 
human trait?” asks the 
alien.

“For sure,” I say. 
“That’s why our found-
ers established three 
branches of  govern-
ment — legislative, 
executive and judicial 
— to ensure that no one 
branch would become 
too powerful. There are 
various limits and con-
trols on the powers of  
each branch, but people 
in Washington keep 
trying to get around the 
concept, anyhow.”

“Can you provide 
an example?” asks the 
alien.

“Our president re-
cently tried to use $430 
billion in taxpayer 
funds to relieve college 

debts held by a key vot-
ing bloc. But our Consti-
tution says that only the 
Congress, not the presi-
dent, has the ability to 
appropriate funds. The 
Supreme Court rightly 
blocked the president’s 
scheme.”

“This is a very inef-
ficient form of  govern-
ment,” says the alien.

“It is more inefficient 
than you can imagine,” I 
say. “We are a represen-
tative republic, which 
means we the people 
elect representatives 
who are supposed to 
make our government 
accountable to us.”

“Supposed to?” says 
the alien.

“Our government 
has gotten so big, a 
lot of  it doesn’t seem 
to be accountable to 
anyone,” I say. “Take 
the money we spend 
on our defense. The 
Washington Examiner 
says the Pentagon has 
failed five audits and 

To aliens, human wisdom 
must seem unbelievable

TOM PURCELL
Guest Columnist

See PURCELL, Page 5A

See ROFF, Page 5A
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Hating Trump corrupts the liberal media

MICHAEL REAGAN
Guest Columnist

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR FUTURE LAND USE 
MAP AMENDMENT

Pursuant to Section 10.02.08 of the Washington County Land Development Code 
(LDC), notice is provided regarding a Large-Scale Future Land Use Map Change. The 

Future Land Use Map Amendment is to change the current Future Land Use Map 
Category from Agriculture/Silviculture to Residential Medium 1.

Applicant: Neil Boucher
Location: Hightower Road, Vernon, FL 32462

Parcel Identification Number(s): 00-4246-0000 (+/- 113.11 acres)

The Public Meeting and Public Hearings listed below are scheduled. In the event of a 
cancellation, additional notification will be issued.

A Neighborhood Information Meeting will be held on August 17, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. 
CDT in the County Commission Board Room at 1331 South Boulevard, Chipley, FL 

32428.

The Planning Commission will hold a Transmittal Hearing on September 11, 2023, 
at 5:00 p.m. CDT in the County Commission Board Room at 1331 South Boulevard, 

Chipley, FL 32428.

The Board of County Commissioners will hold a Transmittal Hearing on September 
21, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. CDT in the County Commission Board Room at 1331 South Bou-

levard, Chipley, FL 32428. (This meeting date is subject to change.)

Records for this application may be reviewed at the Washington County Planning 
Department, 1331 South Boulevard, Chipley, FL 32428.

For additional information, contact the Planning Department at (850) 415-5093.
August 9, 16, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION
Pursuant to Section 10.02.08 of the Washington County Land Development Code   
(LDC), notice is provided regarding a Special Exception. The Special Exception 

request is to allow for kayaking tours, fishing supplies and short-term camping 
spots in the Agriculture/Silviculture and Conservation Future Land Use categories.

Applicant: Richard Ackerman/Epic Adventures PCB LLC
Location: 5200 Mann’s Landing, Ebro, FL 32437

Parcel Identification Number: 00-6126-0000 (± 5.7 acres)

The Public Meeting and Public Hearings listed below are scheduled. In the event 
of

a cancellation, additional notification will be issued.

A Neighborhood Information Meeting will be held on August 17, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. 
CDT in the County Commission Board Room at 

1331 South Boulevard, Chipley, FL 32428.

The Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing on September 11, 2023, at 
5:00 p.m. CDT in the County Commission Board Room at 

1331 South Boulevard,  Chipley, FL 32428.

The Board of County Commissioners will hold a Public Hearing on September 
21,2023, at 9:00 a.m. CDT in the County Commission Board Room at 

1331 South Boulevard, Chipley, FL 32428.

Records for this application may be reviewed at the Washington County Planning 
Department, 1331 South Boulevard, Chipley, FL 32428.

For additional information, contact the Planning Department at (850) 415-5093.
August 9, 16, 2023

Half  the country has 
no idea why the front 
page of  Thursday’s 
New York Post was so 
hilarious.

T h a t ’ s  b e c a u s e, 
thanks to the liberal 
media, half  of  the coun-
try still has no idea who 
Hunter Biden is, or why 
he is in trouble for rak-
ing in millions for his 
extended family from 
foreign businessmen 
by selling access to his 
father Joe’s “brand” 
and political influence.

The Post – which is fa-
mous for its funny front 
pages and lively con-
servative journalism – 

brilliantly summed up 
the Biden Family’s in-
ternational influence-
peddling racket on Aug. 
10.

Its front page carried 
the huge headline “JOE 
FOR $ALE” next to a big 
photo of  a smiling Presi-
dent Biden holding a 
sign that said “Open 
for Business – Price $20 
million.”

The Post also asked 
a question that would 
have mystified the half  
of  the country that 
only watches MSNBC 
and reads the New 
York Times -- “Foreign 
clients gave Hunter a 
Porsche, a diamond 
and millions of  dollars 
– What did they THINK 
they were buying?”

The Blue half  of  the 
country would never 
get the Post’s jokes 
about Hunter and Joe 
Biden.

That’s because they 
have hardly ever heard 
any news about Hunter 
or the latest reports de-
tailing how he and his 
dad worked their lucra-

tive family side-gig.
The Post’s journalists 

have done heroic work 
on the Bidens – unlike 
the liberal mainstream 
print and electronic me-
dia, which is so biased, 
partisan and dishonest 
that it has barely men-
tioned Hunter’s name.

For four years the lib-
eral media have shown 
zero interest in inves-
tigating the sleazy and 
incriminating contents 
of  his “Laptop From 
Hell” or covering the 
ongoing investigations 
by House Republicans 
into Hunter’s banking 
and money-laundering 
tricks.

The left’s partisan 
journalists are still so 
fixated on hating Don-
ald Trump and mak-
ing sure he never re-
turns to power that they 
will never cover the 
blunders, failures and 
crimes of  the Bidens.

Did the Biden ad-
ministration wreck the 
economy with high 
inflation, create a crisis 
at the Southern border, 

cripple our oil and gas 
industries, botch the 
withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan, fail to pre-
vent the war in Ukraine 
and mismanage the war 
on Covid?

The liberal media’s 
response – “We don’t 
care. We hate Trump.”

Did the Biden Justice 
Department overdo the 
prosecution of  Jan. 
6 rioters for political 
reasons? Did the Biden 
FBI unfairly treat con-
servative Catholics as 
possible terrorists?

“Don’t care. We hate 
Trump.”

Did Biden’s CDC kow-
tow to the teachers 
union to keep schools 
closed for too long and 
lie to the country about 
the safety and efficacy 
of  the covid vaccines?

“Dunno. We hate 
Trump.”

So now, after three 
years of  Biden incom-
petence and lies, the 
liberal media refuses to 
admit that the country 
is a mess in many eco-
nomic and social ways.

We have huge home-
less populations liv-
ing on the streets of  
Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. We have 
smash-and-grab gangs 
in Beverly Hills that 
go unpunished and we 
have chained up ice 
cream freezers in drug 
stores.

We have tens of  thou-
sands of  illegal immi-
grants from dozens of  
countries overwhelm-
ing cities like New York 
and Boston. We have 
Fentanyl Island in Oak-
land, Ca.

What is President 
Biden and his admin-
istration doing to fix 
all these national and 
local problems? Is he 
to blame?

Don’t expect the 
liberal media to ever 
press Biden to answer 
that kind of  question. 
They’re not interested. 
All they know is, “We 
hate Trump.”

The liberal main-
stream media hate 
Trump so much they’d 
never do or say any-

thing that might help 
him win or hurt Biden 
in 2024.

I fear for 2024. I’m 
truly concerned about 
Republicans winning 
back the White House. 

I don’t think Trump 
can win and he’s not 
going to let anyone 
else try.

My greatest worry is 
that if  he doesn’t win 
the nomination he will 
sabotage the nominee, 
guarantee a Democrat 
victory and destroy 
the Republican Party 
– if  he hasn’t done that 
already.

Then there’d be a le-
gitimate reason for me 
to agree with the liberal 
media who say “We hate 
Trump.”

Michael Reagan, the 
son of  President Ronald 
Reagan, is an author, 
speaker and president 
of  the Reagan Lega-
cy Foundation. Send 
comments to reagan@
caglecartoons.com and 
follow @reaganworld 
on Twitter.

GRAVES
From Page 4A

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Washington County Local Mitigation Strategy 

(LMS) Committee will meet on Thursday, August 24, 
2023, at 8:30 AM in the Board Room of the County 
Government Complex located at 1331 South Blvd 
Chipley, FL. 32428.  This meeting is open to the 
public. The purpose of the meeting is to update the 
County’s Project List and Reorganization of the LMS 
Committee.

If you have questions regarding the meeting, you 
may contact Lynne Abel at 850-638-6203.

August 16, 2023

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
MEETING

Holmes County Hospital Corporation, d/b/a Doc-
tors Memorial Hospital will conduct a Public Meeting 
on August 28, 2023 at 5:00p.m. CST located at Doctors 
Memorial Hospital, 2600 Hospital Dr., Bonifay, Florida 
32425. The purpose of the meeting is to give the citi-
zenry an opportunity to become acquainted with the 
proposed Equipment Purchase Project for Doctors 
Memorial Hospital and to comment on such econom-
ic and environmental impacts, service area, alterna-
tive to the project and other matters of concern.

The meeting will include discussion of the applica-
tion process and Doctors Memorial Hospital’s action 
relative to approving, executing and submitting a 
formal application to USDA Rural Development for 
funding. Any questions may be directed to JoAnn 
Baker, Chief Administrative Officer at 850-547-8001.

August 16, 2023

tioned storage unit you 
can find. The facility 
was clearly built with 
someone’s scratch-off  
lottery winnings and is 
located in the parched 
outer reaches of  civili-
zation – with security 
provided by the local 
livestock.

While there, in ad-
dition to some hyper-
sonic sweating, you’ll 
maintain a steady level 
of  paranoia that the 
door of  the storage 
unit will fall shut with 
you inside, and you’ll 
be baked into a slightly 
hairy cobbler.

I hope these tips 
help you enjoy (or at 
least endure) the rest 
of  what seems like a 
never-ending summer 
of  temperatures that 
make you long for the 
good old days of  highs 
in the lower 90’s and 
an only once-daily 
change of  underwear. 

Until a cool front 
arrives, pray for rain, 
and keep some emer-

gency deodorant on 
standby.

Jase Graves is an 
award-winning humor 
columnist from East 
Texas. His columns 
have been featured in 

Texas Escapes maga-
zine, The Shreveport 
Times, The Longview 
News Journal, and 
The Kilgore News Her-
ald. Contact Graves at 
susanjase@sbcglobal.
net.

can only account for 
61% of  its $3.5 trillion 
in assets.”

“Oh, my,” says the 
alien.

“It happens all the 
time,” I say. “Voters 
may vote for the leg-
islators who write our 
laws, but once the laws 
are passed, they are 
interpreted by bureau-
crats who create and 
impose all kinds of  new 
costly regulations on 
our country. Nobody 
regulates the regula-
tors. How’s that for the 
wisdom you want my 
people to teach you?”

“Look,” says the 

alien, glancing at the 
device strapped onto 
his wrist, “it’s been 
really great talking to 
you. But your galaxy is 
one of  2 trillion in exis-
tence. There surely has 
to be more-intelligent 
life out there than what 
I’m finding here.”

With that the alien 
jumps into a shiny 
round cylinder and dis-
appears into the clouds,

“Come back!” I shout. 
“I didn’t even begin 
to tell you how much 
money human beings 
love to waste on war!”

Purcell is a Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review humor 
columnist. Email him at 
Tom@TomPurcell.com.

PURCELL
From Page 4A

ROFF
From Page 4A

they sell so many phar-
maceuticals but because 
the U.S. government 
buys so much of  what 
they produce, it can 
make the rules for the 
entire marketplace.

I f  yo u ’ re  t h i n k -
ing that’s not fair and 
sounds like a monopoly 
– which it isn’t, strictly 
speaking – you’re look-
ing at things the right 
way. 

One group that has 
outsized power in this 
conversation is the phar-
macy benefit managers 
who work on behalf  of  
the big insurance com-
panies.

What pharmacy ben-
efit managers do, and 
this may be an over-
simplification, is man-
age prescription drug 
benefits on behalf  of  
health insurance com-
panies, employers and 
the Medicare Part D 
drug program, which 
brings the government 
directly into the dis-
cussion. If  you watch 
streaming TV, you’ll 
see ads running rota-
tion that point fingers 
at the pharmacy benefit 

managers for causing an 
increase in the price of  
some prescription drugs 
and for blocking con-
sumer access to those 
that generate for them 
a lower profit.

These pharmacy ben-
efit managers, which 
Obamacare created to 
help keep prices down, 
are instead driving them 
up.  They’re strong sup-
porters of  the govern-
ment regulation of  pre-
scription drugs and 
mirror the activities of  
Medicare-for-All in the 
private sector.

As middlemen who act 
as third-party authoriz-
ers between patients and 
physicians, the largest 
of  the pharmacy benefit 
managers have arguably 
taken control of  the pre-
scription drug market. 
Their dominance in the 
healthcare space allows 
them to make enor-
mous profits instead of  
keeping consumer costs 
down.

They are in favor of  
price controls that dis-
tort markets in their 
favor. Instead of  sav-
ing money for patients, 
they’ve caused instanc-
es where healthcare 
consumers were unable 
to count some phar-

macy co-pay assistance 
toward their annual 
deductible. Costs went 
up, instead of  down.

It should have been 
predictable – and prob-
ably was. Pharmacy 
benefit managers are 
blocking patient access 
to cost-saving generics 
and other alternatives 
because they don’t pro-
duce the same returns 
on investment as brand-
name pharmaceuticals. 
Pharmacy benefit man-
agers fees, wouldn’t you 
know, are tied to the cost 
of  medicine. The higher 
the price, the more they 
make.

Some also make mon-
ey at the pharmacy level 
because they own many 
of  them. By directing 
patients to the company 
store, as it were, they’ve 
found a way to game 
the system that needs 
to be examined on the 
grounds it may be re-
straining trade.

In any event, the el-
ements of  what was 
needed for government 
price controls on medi-
cines became law on a 
party-line vote, enrich-
ing the pharmacy ben-
efit managers and the 
biggest health insurers 
at the expense of  the 

consumers.
Liberals like Joe Biden 

and Bernie Saunders 
used to be outraged by 
that kind of  thing. Now 
they’re applauding it. 
Maybe they need to 
check their meds.

Peter Roff  is former 
U.S. News and World Re-
port contributing editor 
and UPI senior political 
writer now affiliated 
with several DC-based 
public policy organi-
zations. He writes for 
numerous publications 
and appears regularly 
on international televi-
sion talking about U.S. 
politics. Reach him at 
RoffColumns@gmail.
com and follow him on 
Twitter @TheRoffDraft.
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The Road to Recovery
Starts Here!

1360 Brickyard Rd, Chipley, FL 32428 • (850) 638-1610 • www.nfch.org

Providing Inpatient Rehab to Those in Need!

After surgery, stroke, injury, or long-term illness, inpatient rehabilitation is often 
essential. Typically, an inpatient rehab patient has been hospitalized, no longer 
needs the same level of care, but isn’t quite ready to go home.

From needs including physical, occupational, respiratory, speech therapies and 
more, we understand that every situation is unique, and are here to help our 
patients reach their personal goals and maximum capacity for independent living.

Our fully-equipped rehabilitation facilities o�er a friendly, comfortable setting for 
recovery, all delivered with the care and compassion our patients deserve - right 
here, close to home!

Billy Baxley joins Marianna Toyota
Billy Baxley has joined the team at Marianna 
Toyota, bringing with him more than 40 
years of experience serving customers in 
and around Northwest Florida. Let his expert 
knowledge work for you and help take care of 
all your transportation needs.

Contact him today at:
2961 Penn Ave., Marianna, FL 32448

850-526-3511

CHIPLEY – High-
speed internet will 
soon be accessible to 
all Washington County 
residents. The final 
broadband towers are 
slated to be installed 
by the fall.

“We’re in really good 
shape in terms of  tower 
placement,” Washing-
ton County Adminis-
trator Jeff  Massey said 
in an interview last 
week. “We already have 
eight or nine towers up 
and running and all 
the reports I’ve been 
getting have been very 
good about the quality 
and speed.”

“That’s all very en-
couraging,” he added.

The two-phase proj-
ect provides broad-
band internet service 
throughout the county. 
The fi rst phase covers 
the installation of  16 
towers and the second 
phase identifies and 
strengthens areas of  
signal weakness. The 
project, in its third 
year, has experienced 
some lag due to supply 
chain issues largely 
triggered during the 
time of  uncertainty 
around the COVID-19 
pandemic, Massey not-
ed. “I want to ask the 
residents to be patient 
because it is happening 
as we speak,” he said, 
referring to erecting 
the towers. “We still 

have some supply chain 
issues but it’s much 
better than before.”

Funding for the proj-
ect came via rural 
infrastructure grants 
administered by the 
Florida Department 
of  Commerce. For the 
fi rst phase, the county 
was awarded $1.5 mil-
lion with a match, and 
$2.5 million for the sec-
ond phase, which does 
not require a match. 
The county has used 
a combination of  leas-
ing currently existing 
towers and construct-
ing brand new ones to 
fulfi ll the project.

While long an obvi-
ous need, the value 
of  having broadband 
service became appar-
ent when the pandemic 
forced school children 
into distant learning 
and the elderly into 

telemedicine. The in-
adequacy of  internet 
services disrupted the 
quality of  life.

Massey said the 
Washington County 
Board of  County Com-
missioners (WCBOCC) 
knows the progress on 
this project is “a huge 
win,” particularly in 
the case of  another cir-
cumstance that forces 
residents to live, work, 
and play at home.

“It makes me proud 
that we’re fi lling that 
void,” Massey said.

The WCBOCC was 
recognized in June 
at the Florida Asso-
ciation of  Counties 
Annual Conference & 
Exposition for its com-
mitment to providing 
broadband services to 
the rural county. Offi -
cials said Washington 
County was one of  the 

leading rural counties 
that prioritized the 
effort.

“It is always hum-
bling when a group of  
your colleagues fi nd it 
appropriate to honor 
your efforts. It was 
a great pleasure for 
Washington County 
to receive this award,” 
said WCBOCC Chair-
man Tray Hawkins. 
“The award was not 
only recognition of  
work done by the com-
mission but, more so, 
all of  the efforts put 
forth by our staff. I 
say it now and said 
multiple times before, 
our county staff  are 
the best in the business. 
They are the backbone 
of  this organization 
and always rise to every 
opportunity to better 
serve our communi-
ties.”

County offi cials has 
welcomed feedback on 
the service.

It is important to 
note that the county is 
a catalyst for providing 
the service. 

Residents who would 
like to access the ser-
vice must apply on 
their own. All pay-
ments for the service 
will be made to the 
service provider, Wild-
Star Networks, not 
to the County. Also, 
because some of  the 
towers are located near 
county lines, residents 
of  neighboring coun-
ties may also choose 
to apply. For more 
information and to 
apply for high-speed 
internet service, visit 
washingtonfl .com and 
click “new wireless 
internet” under the 
quick links tab.

STAFF REPORT

High-speed internet closer than ever 
for Washington County residents

SUNNY HILLS – A 
town known for its 
major real estate bust, 

now sits on the edge of  
a new horizon.

According to Wash-
ington County offi-

cials, development 
is pouring into the 
county and, to keep 
up with it, the county 

is eyeing a $13 million 
infrastructure invest-
ment down State Road 
77 into Sunny Hills.

“There are current-
ly 70-80 homes being 
built in South Wash-
ington County … with 
two to three develop-
ers targeting to build 
200 homes a year,” 
said Jeff  Massey, the 
county administrator. 
“More rural and not as 
built up in the hustle 
and bustle as some of  
our neighboring com-
munities, Sunny Hills 
is an attractive place 
to live.”

Massey said about a 
year ago county offi -
cials met with Florida 
Power & Light, U.S. 
Water Services Corpo-
ration, and long-time 
Sunny Hills developer 
Deltona to put togeth-
er a plan that would 
ultimately revive the 
town. The county’s 
role would be to build 
the water and sewer 
infrastructure.

Although the county 
has “not committed to 
anything” fi nancially, 
Massey said staff  is 
currently pursuing 
state funding that is 
available for rural 
infrastructure.

“We are in the in-
fant stages on this,” 
he said. “We have a 
design, we have iden-
tifi ed the costs, and 
we have reached out 
to secure that money 
from the State.”

The 28-square-mile 
town was platted in 
the 1970’s as a new 
planned city “expect-
ed to rival the $600 
million Disney World 
in Central Florida and 
to add Northwest Flor-
ida to the map in devel-
opment,” according to 
the news story by the 
late historian Marlene 
Womack. However, 
the development did 
not take off  as ex-
pected “due to the 
economy and other 
factors.”

This time, the out-
look is much different. 

In the ‘70s, people 
from all over the world 
had purchased the 
homesites. Now, it 
will be partly driven 
by regional migration 

Utility expansion aimed to support growth in Sunny Hills
STAFF REPORT

See UTILITIES, Page 7A
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The following arrests were made in Holmes County between August 4 and August 11 as reported by the 
Holmes County Jail. All subjects are considered innocent until convicted.Arrest Reports

Holmes County

Jamie Vernell Cole, 45, 
Ponce De Leon- Battery 
second or subsequent 
o� ense. [HCSO]

Donald F. Groover, 38, 
Bonifay- VOP: tra�  cking 
stolen property X2. 
[HCSO]

Delores Kiker, 63, 
homeless- Trespassing. 
[BPD]

Paul James Marcinzyk, 
28, VA- DWLSR, resist 
o�  cer without violence, 
possession of cocaine, 
possession or use of 
narcotic equipment. [FHP]

Steve R Miracle, 32, 
Green Cove Springs- 
Possession or use of drug 
paraphernalia. [HCSO]

Michael Edward Seidel, 
41, Chipley- Possession 
of controlled substance 
without prescription, 
possession or use of drug 
paraphernalia, FFJ: out of 
state warrant. [HCSO]

The following cases 
are set to be heard in 
Washington County 
felony court proceed-
ings Monday, Septem-
ber 11, 2023 before Judge 
Christopher Patterson.

Tevin Michael Be-
langer- Smuggle con-
traband into prison 
written record to com-
municate. 

S t a c y  T y r o n e 
Blackmon- Possess 
controlled substance 
without prescription, 
possession/use of  drug 

paraphernalia, pos-
session of  marijuana 
under 20 grams, pos-
session of  weapon or 
ammo by convicted 
felon, obstructing jus-
tice; tampering in fi rst-
degree felony proceed-
ing. 

Sha’ron Davis- Bat-
tery, unarmed bur-
glary of  occupied con-
veyance. 

Wayne Blake Gates-
Domestic battery by 
strangulation.

Michael Kelsey 
Glenn- Methamphet-
amine within 1000 ft 
of  specifi ed area, pos-
session or use of  drug 
paraphernalia. 

Thomas Magnum 
Kimbrel- Battery sec-
ond or subsequent of-
fense. 

Jeffrey Lynn Ste-
phenson- Lewd/las-
civious behavior vic-
tim less than 12 YOA 
offender 18 YOA or 
older, sexual assault 
by custodian victim 
12 YOA under 18 YOA, 
sex offender violation 
fail to report vacating 
permanent residence. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY 
FELONY COURT DOCKET

Assessed To:

GWAUN REED

Description:

4 4 13 BEG.166 
1/2’,N. OF SEC OF 
LOT 7, RUN N. 56 1/2’, 
W.120;, S.56 1/2’ E.120’ 
TO BEG. N1/2 OF 
NE1/4 BLK 2, O RB 572 
P 265

All of said prop-
erty being located 
in the County of 
Washington, State 
of Florida.

Unless such 
certifi cate shall be 
redeemed according 
to law, the property 
described in such 
Certifi cate will be 
sold to the high-
est bidder ONLINE 
AT WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.COM on 
OCTOBER 03, 2023 at 
10:00 AM CT.  

description of the 
property, and the 
names in which it 
was assessed are as 
follows:

Certifi cate #: 21-
00-00452

Year of Issuance: 
2021

Parcel: 00000000-
00-2888-0000

Assessed To:

CHARLES ANDREW 
FISH CO-TRUSTEE 
OF THE IRENE G 
FISH TRUST AGREE-
MENT, IRENE G FISH 
TRUST TABITHA 
A F WICHOWSKI 
% CHARLES FISH, 
TABITHA ANN FISH 
WICHOWSKI CO-
TRUSTEE OF THE 
IRENE G FISH TRUST 
AGREEMENT

Description:

33 5 13 ORB 810 P 20 
LOT 16 & N 25’ OF LOT 
17 J/A BLK FA, ORB 900 
P 506-508

All of said prop-
erty being located 
in the County of 
Washington, State 
of Florida.

Unless such 
certifi cate shall be 
redeemed according 
to law, the property 
described in such 
Certifi cate will be 
sold to the high-
est bidder ONLINE 
AT WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.COM on 
OCTOBER 03, 2023 at 
10:00 AM CT.  

Lora C. Bell Clerk 
of  Court, Washington 
County Florida By: 
Kelsey Odom, Deputy 
Clerk

August 2, 9, 16, 23, 
2023

000250
NOTICE OF AP-

PLICATION FOR TAX 
DEED

Notice Is Hereby 
Given CHRISTOPHER 
S BUTLER , the holder 
of the following Tax 
certifi cate, has fi led 
said certifi cate for 
a Tax Deed to be 
issued thereon. The 
Parcel number, Cer-
tifi cate number and 
year of issuance, the 
description of the 
property, and the 
names in which it 
was assessed are as 
follows:

Certifi cate #: 16-
00-04478

Year of Issuance: 
2016

Parcel: 00000000-
10-0613-0012

Assessed To:

DARA SHOFF

Description:

SUNNY HILLS UNIT 
#10 LOT 12 ORB 780 P 
487 BLK 0613

All of said prop-
erty being located 
in the County of 
Washington, State 
of Florida.

Unless such 
certifi cate shall be 
redeemed according 
to law, the property 
described in such 
Certifi cate will be 
sold to the high-
est bidder ONLINE 
AT WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.COM 
on OCTOBER 03, 2023 
at 10:00 AM CT.

August 2, 9, 16, 
23, 2023

000255
NOTICE OF AP-

PLICATION FOR TAX 
DEED

Notice Is Hereby 
Given IDE TECHNOLO-
GIES INC , the holder 
of the following Tax 
certifi cate, has fi led 
said certifi cate for 
a Tax Deed to be 
issued thereon. The 
Parcel number, Cer-
tifi cate number and 
year of issuance, the 
description of the 
property, and the 
names in which it 
was assessed are as 
follows:

Certifi cate #: 21-
00-01127

Year of Issuance: 
2021

Parcel: 00000000-
00-5360-0193

Assessed To:

CAROLYN LEDFORD 

AIELLO, DEBORAH 
LEDFORD DICERO, 
FAYE LEDFORD MC-
CALL, GLENDA LED-
FORD EVANS, KATHY 
LEDFORD HENSON, 
KATHY LEDFORD 
HENSON & ETAL FAYE 
LEDORD MCCALL, 
KAY LEDFORD GUY, 
WILBUR CLAUDE LED-
FORD, WILLIAM DAVIS 
LEDFORD

Description:

16 2 16 ORB 858 P 
289 LOT 193 HOLMES 
RIVER CAMPSITES, 
UNRECORDED PLAT

All of said prop-
erty being located 
in the County of 
Washington, State 
of Florida.

Unless such 
certifi cate shall be 
redeemed according 
to law, the property 
described in such 

Certifi cate will be 
sold to the high-
est bidder ONLINE 
AT WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.COM on
OCTOBER 03, 2023 at 
10:00 AM CT.  

Lora C. Bell Clerk 
of Court, Washing-
ton County Florida 
By: Kelsey Odom, 
Deputy Clerk              

August 2, 9, 16, 
23, 2023

000258
NOTICE OF AP-

PLICATION FOR TAX 
DEED

Notice Is Hereby 
Given IDE TECHNOLO-
GIES INC , the holder 
of the following Tax 
certifi cate, has fi led 
said certifi cate for 
a Tax Deed to be 
issued thereon. The 
Parcel number, Cer-
tifi cate number and 
year of issuance, the 

LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING

000261
NOTICE OF AP-

PLICATION FOR TAX 
DEED

Notice Is Hereby 
Given IDE TECHNOLO-
GIES INC , the holder 
of the following Tax 
certifi cate, has fi led 
said certifi cate for 
a Tax Deed to be 
issued thereon. The 
Parcel number, Cer-
tifi cate number and 
year of issuance, the 
description of the 
property, and the 
names in which it 
was assessed are as 
follows:

Certifi cate #: 21-
00-00282

Year of Issuance: 
2021

Parcel: 00000000-
00-1227-0000

LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING

Classif iedsWashington 
County

The following arrests were made in Washington County between August 4 andAugust 11 as reported by the 
Washington County Jail. All subjects are considered innocent until convicted.Arrest Reports

Jonathan Travis Bartle, 
38, Caryville- Damage 
property/ criminal 
mischief: 200 dollars and 
under. [WCSO]

Donald Franklin 
Brannon, 61, Chipley- 
Simple assault: threaten 
violence. [WCSO]

Casey William Brock, 35, 
Panama City- Aggravated 
assault with intent to 
commit a felony. [WCSO]

 Ti� any Claire Croft, 33, 
Campbellton- Neglect 
child without great harm, 
DUI third-o� ense within 
10 years. [WCSO]

Dakota Lee Davis,
27, Fountain- DUI [WCSO]

Cathy Lynn Haines, 
52, Alford- Larceny: 
petit-theft second-degree 
� rst-o� ense. [WCSO]

James Lyman Holley, 41, 
Chipley- Grand theft more 
than 750 less than 5000 
dollars. [WCSO]- Panama 
City- Battery, possess 
counterfeit driver’s license 
or identi� cation. [WCSO]

Timothy Brian Kelley, 
63, OH- Possession of 
controlled substance 
without prescription. 
[WCSO]

Willie Earl Knox, 63, 
Campbellton- DWLSR � rst 
o� ense. [WCSO]

Antonio Lee, 47, Chipley- 
Sex o� ender violation:  
fail to register as required 
VOP [WCSO]

Daniel Matthew Moses, 
39, Crestview- DWLSR 
third or subsequent 
o� ense. [WCSO]

Justin Cody Mullins,
43, Bonifay- aggravated 
stalking cyberstalking 
after conditional release, 
violate injunction 
protection domestic 
violence. [WCSO]

Parker Christian 
Pulliam, 30, Panama 
City Beach- No charges 
available. [WCSO]

Ti� any Laurin Rogers, 
30, Jacksonville- Grand 
theft of motor vehicle, 
grand theft more than 
750 dollars less than 5000 
dollars. [WCSO]

Tytiuna Shanties Jones, 
30, Chipley- Battery 
[WCSO]

Justin Lee Bartlett, 34, 
Chipley, Aggravated 
assault with deadly 
weapon without intent 
to kill, obstructing 
justice tampering in 
felony proceeding 
second-o� ense, battery, 
kidnap:adult. [WCSO]

NO PHOTO 
AVAILABLE

Eric Thomas Shaddix, 
43, Westville- obstructing 
justice; threaten victim, 
battery. [HCSO]    

Steve Wade Strickland,
52, Westville- Possession 
of weapon or ammo 
by convicted felon, 
possession of 
methamphetamine, 
possession or use of drug 
paraphernalia. [HCSO]

Michael Jason Tillis, 47, 
AL- Grand vehicle theft 
third-degree. [HCSO]

into the inland.
“It’s people who are  working 

in Bay County that are moving 
to south Washington and willing 
to drive back to work,” Massey 
said, noting businesses have 
also contacted the county about 
moving into the area. “You’re not 
going to have to drive to Chipley 
or Lynn Haven to shop because 
those types of  business will be 
in Sunny Hills.”

The project is dependent on 
whether the county can secure 
the state funding, offi cials con-
fi rmed. 

Nonetheless, the precept that 
Sunny Hills will grow is a fi rm 

one, as economic development is 
steadily heading towards south 
Washington County.

The town boasts a pristine 
natural environment, a once top-
rated golf  course, and history that 
extends back to the 1800s. 

Coupled with two four-lane 
highways that lead directly to 
coastal waters, ease of  access 
to Interstate-10, and the proper 
infrastructure to sustain the 
growth – the town is impregnably 
ripe to be the economic boon it had 
been originally planned out to be.

“My theory on this is it doesn’t 
matter if  we sat here and did noth-
ing, the growth is coming anyway 
because the money is coming to 
the Panhandle,” Massey con-
cluded. “Isn’t it important that 
we be involved?”

UTILITIES
From Page 6A
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Lora C. Bell Clerk 
of Court, Washing-
ton County Florida 
By: Kelsey Odom, 
Deputy Clerk

August 2, 9, 16, 
23, 2023

000271
NOTICE OF AP-

PLICATION FOR TAX 
DEED

Notice Is Hereby 
Given KRISTIN 
QUISENBERRY , the 
holder of the fol-
lowing Tax certifi-
cate, has filed said 
certificate for a Tax 
Deed to be issued 
thereon. The Parcel 
number, Certificate 
number and year 
of issuance, the 
description of the 
property, and the 
names in which it 
was assessed are 
as follows:

Certificate #: 16-
00-03996

Year of Issuance:
2016

Parcel: 00000000-
08-0500-0020

Assessed To:

CARLO CIPOLLA 
ESTATE % PHYLLIS 
GOLDFARB, MOFOLDZ 
CIPOLLA ESTATE % 
PHYLLIS GOLDFARB

Description:

SUNNY HILLS UNIT 
#8 LOT 20 ORB 201 P 
828 BLK 0500

All of said prop-
erty being located 
in the County of 
Washington, State 
of Florida.

Unless such 
certificate shall be 
redeemed accord-
ing to law, the prop-
erty described in 
such Certificate will
be sold to the high-
est bidder ONLINE 
AT WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.COM
on OCTOBER 17, 2023 
at 10:00 AM CT.

Lora C. Bell Clerk 
of Court, Washing-
ton County Florida 
By: Kelsey Odom, 
Deputy Clerk              
Publication Dates: 

August 16, 23, 30, 
September 6, 2023

000272
NOTICE OF AP-

PLICATION FOR TAX 
DEED

Notice Is Hereby 
Given FIG 20 LLC ,
the holder of the 
following Tax cer-
tificate, has filed 
said certificate for 
a Tax Deed to be 
issued thereon. The 
Parcel number, Cer-
tificate number and 
year of issuance, 
the description of 
the property, and 
the names in which 
it was assessed are 
as follows:

Certificate #: 21-
00-00750

Year of Issuance:
2021

Parcel: 00000000-
00-3548-0000

Assessed To:

TOM L LEE TRUST-
EE R & MT SIMMONS 
FAMILY TRUST

Description:

24 3 14 36 ORB 
268 P 1014 SE1/4 OF 
NW1/4, LESS 4 A IN 
SEC

All of said prop-
erty being located 
in the County of 
Washington, State 
of Florida.

Unless such 
certificate shall be 
redeemed accord-
ing to law, the prop-
erty described in 
such Certificate will 
be sold to the high-
est bidder ONLINE 
AT WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.COM 
on OCTOBER 17, 2023 
at 10:00 AM CT.  

Lora C. Bell Clerk 
of Court, Washing-
ton County Florida 
By: Kelsey Odom, 
Deputy Clerk              
Publication Dates: 
August 16, 23, 30, 
September 6, 2023

000276
NOTICE OF AP-

PLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED Notice 
Is Hereby Given 
MIKON FINANCIAL 
SERV INC & OCE, 
the holder of the 
following Tax cer-
tificate, has filed 
said certificate for 
a Tax Deed to be 
issued thereon. The 
Parcel number, Cer-
tificate number and 
year of issuance, 
the description of 
the property, and 
the names in which 
it was assessed 
are as follows: 
Certificate Number 
21-00-00464

Year of Issu-
ance 2021 Parcel 
00000000-00-2973-
0000 assessed to 
MARCY REBECCA 
SHIPES

Description 33 5 
13 1.8 ORB 75 P 343 
LOT 5, H/A, LESS E. 
100’, LESS W. 100’, & 
BEG. 100; E. OF NWC 
OF LOT 5, RUN N. 
441’, E. 126’, S. 441’, W. 
126’ TO POB BLK O 
(ORB 502 P 294)

“DIE”, (ORB 792 
P 162) “DIE”. All of 
said property be-
ing located in the 
County of Wash-
ington, State of 
Florida. Unless such 
certificate shall 
be redeemed ac-
cording to law, the 
property described 
in such

Certificate will 
be sold to the high-
est bidder ONLINE 
AT WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.COM 
on

OCTOBER 17, 
2023 at 10:00 AM CT. 
Lora C. Bell, Clerk of 
Court, Washington 
County Florida By:

Kelsey Odom, 
Deputy Clerk

August 16, 23, 30, 
September 6, 2023

000278
NOTICE OF AP-

P L I CAT I O N  FO R 
TAX DEED Notice Is 
Hereby Given MIKON 
FINANCIAL SERV INC 
& OCE, the holder of 
the following Tax 
certificate, has filed 
said certificate for 
a Tax Deed to be 
issued thereon. The 
Parcel number, Cer-
tificate number and 
year of issuance, the 
description of the 
property, and the 
names in which it 
was assessed are as 
follows: Certificate 
Number 21-00-00463

Year of  Issu-
ance 2021 Parcel 
00000000-00-2971-
0000 assessed to 
ALFORD D WORLEY 
ESTATE

MARSHA ANN 
WORLEY Descrip-
tion 33 5 13 2.5 ORB 
617 P 211 E1/2 OF LOT 
3, BLK O. All of said 
property being lo-
cated in the County 
of Washington, State 
of Florida. Unless 
such certificate shall 
be redeemed ac-
cording to law, the 
property described 
in such Certificate 
will be sold to the 
highest bidder ON-
LINE AT WASHING-
TON.REALTAXDEED.
COM on OCTOBER 
17, 2023 at 10:00 AM 
CT. Lora C. Bell, Clerk 
of Court, Washing-
ton County Florida 
By: Kelsey Odom, 
Deputy Clerk

August 16, 23, 30, 
September 6, 2023

000283
NOTICE OF AP-

P L I CAT I O N  FO R 
TAX DEED Notice Is 
Hereby Given MIKON 
FINANCIAL SERV INC 
& OCE, the holder of 
the following Tax 
certificate, has filed 
said certificate for 
a Tax Deed to be 
issued thereon. The 
Parcel number, Cer-
tificate number and 
year of issuance, the 
description of the 
property, and the 
names in which it 
was assessed are as 
follows: Certificate 
Number 21-00-00443

Year of  Issu-
ance 2021 Parcel 
00000000-00-2840-
0000 assessed to 
MARY C MYDOSH 
(ESTATE)

Description 33 5 13 
OR 251 P 179 LOTS 40, 
41 R&L/A BLK B,. All of 
said property being 
located in the Coun-
ty of Washington, 
State of Florida. Un-
less such certificate 
shall be redeemed 
according to law, the 
property described 
in such Certificate 
will be sold to the 
highest bidder ON-
LINE AT

WASHINGTON.RE-
ALTAXDEED.COM on 
OCTOBER 17, 2023 at 
10:00 AM CT. Lora C. 
Bell, Clerk of Court, 
Washington County 
Florida By: Kelsey 
Odom, Deputy Clerk

August 16, 23, 30, 
September 6, 2023

000296
IN THE FOUR-

TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WASHINGTON 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CITY OF CHIPLEY, 
a Florida municipal 
corporation,

Plaintiff,
Case No. 2023-

CC-39
v.
ESTATE OF MARY 

C. MYDOSH a/k/a 
MARY C. MYDOSH 
a/k/a MARY 
MYDOSH a/k/a 
MARY CARMELLA 
DAVIS, deceased, 

ALL HEIRS, BENEFI-
CIARIES, DEVISEES, 
LEGATEES, SPOUSES 
AND CREDITORS 
OF THE ESTATE OF 
MARY C. MYDOSH 
a/k/a MARY C. 
MYDOSH a/k/a 
MARY MYDOSH, 
a/k/a MARY 
CARMELLA DAVIS, 
deceased, and 
CHARLES SMEJKAL, 
JR., individually,

Defendants.
/

NOTICE OF ACTION 
IN FORECLOSURE 
PROCEEDINGS

TO: ESTATE OF 
MARY C. MYDOSH 
A/K/A MARY C. 
MYDOSH A/K/A 
MARY MYDOSH 
A/K/A MARY 
CARMELLA DAVIS, 
DECEASED, ALL 
HEIRS, BENEFICIA-
RIES, DEVISEES, 
LEGATEES, SPOUSES 
AND CREDITORS OF 
THE ESTATE OF MARY 
C. MYDOSH A/K/A 
MARY C. MYDOSH 
A/K/A MARY 
MYDOSH, A/K/A 
MARY CARMELLA DA-
VIS, DECEASED, AND 
CHARLES SMEJKAL, 
JR. :

YOU ARE NOTIFIED
that an action to 
foreclosure munici-
pal code enforce-
ment liens on the 
following described 
property in Wash-
ington County, 
Florida, to wit,

Lots 40 and 41 
of Block “B” of the 
Rubenstein and 
Laken addition 
to the Town of 
Chipley, Florida, 
as per plat on file 
in the office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Washing-
ton County, Florida 
and being a re-plat 
of Lots 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 
of Block “E” of the 
Hagerman Addition 
to said Town of 
Chipley, Florida and 
being in Section 33, 
Township 5 North, 
Range 13 West, and 
being on the East 
side of Sixth Street 
in the North part of 
Chipley, Florida.

located at 
589 Main Street, 
Chipley, Florida 
32428 and being 
referenced as tax 
parcel identifica-
tion 00000000-00-
2840-0000, and on 
the following-de-
scribed real prop-
erty in Washington 
County, Florida, 
to-wit:

Beginning at a 
point 285 feet North 
of the SE Corner 
of Lot 20, Block F, 
Hagerman Addi-
tion to the Town 
of Chipley, Florida, 
thence North 150 
feet, thence West 
130 feet, thence 
South 150 feet, 
thence East 130 
feet to Point of 
Beginning, in Sec-
tion 33, Township 
5 North, Range 13 
West, Washington 
County, Florida.

located at 
592 Main Street, 
Chipley, Florida 
32428 and being 
referenced as tax 
parcel identifica-
tion 00000000-00-
2872-0000, (the 
“properties”), has 
been filed against 
you and you are 
required to serve 
an Answer or copy 
of your written 
defenses, if any, to 
Attorney Jeremy 
A. Mutz, 1512 Hwy 
90, Chipley, FL 
32428, Plaintiff’s 
attorney, on or 
before August 15, 
2023 or within thirty 
(30) days after the 
first publication 
of this Notice of 
Action, and file the 
original with the 
clerk of this court 
at 1293 Jackson 
Avenue, Chipley, 
Florida 32428, either 
before service on 
Plaintiff’s attorney 
or immediately 
thereafter; other-
wise, a default will 
be entered against 
you for the relief 
demanded in the 
Complaint.

Dated:7/10/2023                       
LORA BELL

CLERK OF THE 
COURT

WASHINGTON 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

Kelsey Odom

As Deputy Clerk
August 9, 16, 

2023

000297
IN THE FOUR-

TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WASHINGTON 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CITY OF CHIPLEY, 
a Florida municipal 
corporation,

Plaintiff,
Case No. 2023-

CA-59
v.
ESTATE OF 

JOSEPH R. LEDLOW 
a/k/a JOSEPH R. 
LEDLOW, Deceased; 
ALL HEIRS, BENEFI-
CIARIES, DEVISEES, 
LEGATEES, SPOUSES 
AND CREDITORS OF 
JOSEPH R. LEDLOW 
a/k/a JOSEPH R. 

LEDLOW, Deceased,
Defendants.                                     

/
NOTICE OF ACTION 

IN FORECLOSURE 
PROCEEDINGS

TO: ESTATE OF 
JOSEPH R. LEDLOW 
A/K/A JOSEPH R. 
LEDLOW, DECEASED; 
ALL HEIRS, BENEFI-
CIARIES, DEVISEES, 
LEGATEES, SPOUSES 
AND CREDITORS OF 
JOSEPH R. LEDLOW 
A/K/A JOSEPH R. LED-
LOW, DECEASED:

YOU ARE NOTI-
FIED that an action 
to foreclosure a 
municipal code 
enforcement lien 
on the following 
described prop-
erty in Washington 
County, Florida, to 
wit,

The East 40 feet 
of Lots 26 and 27 in 
Block “C” of Ruben-
stein & Laken Ad-
dition to the town 
of Chipley, Florida, 
according to plat 
thereof on file in 
the office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Washing-
ton County, Florida, 
being in Section 33, 
Township 5 North, 
Range 13 West.

Located at 1278 
Holley Ave., Chipley, 
Florida, being tax
parcel numbered 
00-2847-0000 (the 
“property”), has 
been file against 
you and you are 
required to serve 
an Answer or copy 
of your written 
defenses, if any, to 
Attorney Jeremy 
A. Mutz, 1512 Hwy 
90, Chipley, FL 
32428, Plaintiff’s 
attorney, on or 
before August 15, 
2023 or within thirty 
(30) days after the 
first publication 
of this Notice of 
Action, and file the 
original with the 
clerk of this court 
at 1293 Jackson 
Avenue, Chipley, 
Florida 32428, either 
before service on 
Plaintiff’s attorney 
or immediately 
thereafter; other-
wise, a default will 
be entered against 
you for the relief 
demanded in the 
Complaint.

Dated:6/7/23                   
LORA BELL

CLERK OF THE 
COURT

WASHINGTON 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

Jo Ann Hayes
As Deputy Clerk
August 9, 16, 

2023

000309
The following 

units at Rent Key 
Self Storage at 
719 Griffin Rd in 
Chipley, FL are 
past due and will 
be sold at auction 
on August 26, 2023. 
Call 850-250-2923 to 
make payment and 
stop the auction:

Christopher 
Newton - Unit 41

Norman Moss - 
Unit 15

Karen Gibson - 
Unit 24

Sarah Brunson - 
Unit 33

Ronnie Ashmore 
- Unit 84

Carolyn Smith - 
Unit C

Erika Carter - 
Unit M

Rachel McGrew - 
Unit 27

Kimberly Wil-
liams - Unit 29

August 9, 16, 2023

000311
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR 
WASHINGTON 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION

Nationstar Mort-
gage LLC

Case #: 
22000129CAAXMX

Plaintiff,
-vs.-
Jaquelin P. 

DeAngelo a/k/a 
Jacqueline P. 
DeAngelo a/k/a 
Jackie DeAngelo; 
Unknown Spouse of 
Jaquelin P. DeAnge-
lo a/k/a Jacqueline 
P. DeAngelo a/k/a 
Jackie DeAngelo; 
Unknown Parties 
in Possession #1, 
if living, and all 
Unknown Par-
ties claiming by, 
through, under 
and against the 
above named 
Defendant(s); 
Unknown Parties 
in Possession #2, 
if living, and all 
Unknown Par-
ties claiming by, 
through, under 
and against the 
above named 
Defendant(s)

Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant to order 
rescheduling fore-
closure sale or Final 
Judgment, entered 
in Civil Case No. 
22000129CAAXMX 
of the Circuit Court 

of the 14th Judicial 
Circuit in and 
for Washington 
County, Florida, 
wherein Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC , 
Plaintiff and Jaque-
lin P. DeAngelo 
a/k/a Jacqueline 
P. DeAngelo a/k/a 
Jackie DeAngelo 
are defendant(s), 
I, Clerk of Court, 
Lora C. Bell , will 
sell to the highest 
and best bidder for 
cash AT https://
washington.real-
foreclose.com/ AT 
10:00 A.M. CENTRAL 
STANDARD TIME. 
on September 6, 
2023 , the following 
described property 
as set forth in said 
Final Judgment, 
to-wit:

THE LAND RE-
FERRED TO HEREIN 
BELOW IS SITUATED 
IN THE COUNTY 
OF WASHINGTON, 
STATE OF FLORIDA, 
AND IS DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS: LOT 
36 (PORTION), 
SPANISH LAKE 
ESTATES UNIT I, 
ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF, AS 
RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 3, PAGE(S) 
82, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF WASH-
INGTON COUNTY, 
FLORIDA. LESS AND 
EXCEPT: BEGIN AT 
THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF LOT 
36, SPANISH LAKE 
ESTATES UNIT I, 
ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF, 
AS RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 
82, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF WASH-
INGTON COUNTY, 
FLORIDA; THENCE 
S 45 DEGREES 
30 MINUTES 08 
SECONDS W, 60.00 
FEET; THENCE N 13 
DEGREES 34 MIN-
UTES 04 SECONDS 
W, 116.81 FEET TO 
THE WATER’S EDGE 
OF SPANISH LAKE, 
AS SHOWN ON 
SAID PLAT, SAID 
POINT ALSO BEING 
THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF SAID 
LOT 36; THENCE S 
44 DEGREES 28 MIN-
UTES 30 SECONDS E, 
ALONG THE NORTH-
EASTERLY LINE OF 
SAID LOT 36, 100.20 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING.

ANY PERSON 
CLAIMING AN INTER-
EST IN THE SURPLUS 
FROM THE SALE, IF 
ANY, OTHER THAN 
THE PROPERTY 
OWNER AS OF THE 
DATE OF THE LIS 
PENDENS MUST FILE 
A CLAIM NO LATER 
THAN THE DATE 
THAT THE CLERK 
REPORTS THE FUNDS 
AS UNCLAIMED.

If you are a person 
with a disability who 
needs any accom-
modation in order 
to participate in this 
proceeding, you are 
entitled, at no cost to 
you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the 
ADA Coordinator 
by mail at P.O. Box 
1089, Panama City, 
FL 32402 or by phone 
at (850) 747-5338 at 
least seven (7) days 
before your sched-
uled court appear-
ance, or immediately 
upon receiving this 
notification if the 
time before the 
scheduled appear-
ance is less than 
seven (7) days. If you 
are hearing impaired, 
call 711.

Lora C. Bell
CLERK OF THE 

CIRCUIT COURT
Washington 

County, Florida

_/s/K Odom_
DEPUTY CLERK 

OF COURT

Submitted By: 
ATTORNEY FOR 
PLAINTIFF:

LOGS LEGAL 
GROUP LLP

2424 North 
Federal Highway, 
Suite 360

Boca Raton, 
Florida 33431

(561) 998-6700
(561) 998-6707
The above is to 

be published in: 
Washington County 
News

22-327622 FC01 
MYS

August 9, 16, 
2023

000313
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JU-
DICIAL CIRCUIT IN 
AND FOR WASH-
INGTON COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

GENERAL JURIS-
DICTION DIVISION

CASE NO. 
22000141CAAXMX

U.S. BANK TRUST 
NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION, NOT IN ITS 
INDIVIDUAL CAPAC-
ITY BUT SOLELY AS 
OWNER TRUSTEE 
FOR RCF 2 ACQUISI-
TION TRUST,

Plaintiff,
vs.

NATHANIEL WES-
TRY, et al.

Defendant(s).
                /

NOTICE OF FORE-
CLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN pursuant 
to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure 
dated June 27, 2023, 
and entered in 
22000141CAAXMX 
of the Circuit Court 
of the FOURTEENTH 
Judicial Circuit in 
and for Washington 
County, Florida, 
wherein U.S. BANK 
TRUST NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, NOT 
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL 
CAPACITY BUT 
SOLELY AS OWNER 
TRUSTEE FOR RCF 
2 ACQUISITION 
TRUST is the Plain-
tiff  and NATHANIEL 
WESTRY; NETTIE 
R. WESTRY A/K/A 
NETTIE RUTH 
WESTRY; ONTAYA 
L. PETERSON; DE-
LESHIA ROCHELLE 
DAVIS; SHANTRALIA 
MONGUE BELL; 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE 
OF SHANTRALIA 
MONGUE BELL are 
the Defendant(s). 
Lora C. Bell as the 
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court will sell to the 
highest and best 
bidder for cash at 
www.washington.
realforeclose.
com, at 10:00 AM, 
on September 06, 
2023, the following 
described property 
as set forth in said 
Final Judgment, to 
wit:

THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED LAND 
LOCATED IN WASH-
INGTON COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, TO-WIT: 
COMMENCE AT 
THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF THE 
SOUTHEAST 1/2 OF 
THE SOUTHEAST 
1/2 OF SECTION 
6, TOWNSHIP 2 
NORTH, RANGE 
14 WEST, WASH-
INGTON COUNTY, 
FLORIDA AND RUN 
S 89 DEGREES 32 
MINUTES 13 SEC-
ONDS E ALONG THE 
FORTY LINE 185.04 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING. 
THENCE CONTINUE 
S-89 DEGREES 
32 MINUTES 13 
SECONDS E 240.07 
FEET; THENCE 
RUN S 00 DEGREES 
42 MINUTES 46 
SECONDS W 208.71 
FEET; THENCE 
N 89 DEGREES 
32 MINUTES 13 
SECONDS W 240.07 
FEET; THENCE 
RUN N 00 DEGREES 
42 SECONDS 46 
MINUTES E, 208.71 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING. 
CONTAINING 1.15 
ACRES MORE 
OR LESS. LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION FOR 
30 FEET EASEMENT 
FOR INGRESS AND 
EGRESS PURPOSE 
ONLY. COMMENCE 
AT THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF THE 
SOUTHEAST 1/2 OF 
THE SOUTHEAST 
1/4 OF THE SOUTH-
WEST 1/4 OF SEC-
TION 6, TOWNSHIP 
2 NORTH, RANGE 
14 WEST, WASH-
INGTON COUNTY 
FLORIDA AND RUN S 
00 DEGREES 42 MIN-
UTES 46 SECONDS 
W ALONG THE 
FORTY LINE 706.25 
FEET; THENCE 
RUN S 89 DEGREES 
35 MINUTES 24 
SECONDS E, 59.32 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING. 
THENCE CONTINUE 
S 89 DEGREES 35 
MINUTES 24 
SECONDS E 125.74 
FEET; THENCE RUN 
N 00 DEGREES 42 
MINUTES 46 SEC-
ONDS E 497.37 FEET; 
THENCE RUN S 89 
DEGREES 32 MIN-
UTES 13 SECONDS E 
30.00 FEET; THENCE 
RUN S 00 DEGREES 
42 MINUTES 46 
SECONDS W, 527.27 
FEET; THENCE 
RUN N 89 DEGREES 
35 MINUTES 24 
SECONDS W, 124.45 
FEET; THENCE 
RUN S 01 DEGREES 
43 MINUTES 10 
SECONDS E, 142.24 
FEET; THENCE 
RUN N 89 DEGREES 
35 MINUTES 24 
SECONDS W, 30.02 
FEET; THENCE 
RUN N 01 DEGREES 
43 MINUTES 10 
SECONDS W 172.26 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING.

Property Ad-
dress: 3407 ALTO 
CIRCLE, VERNON, FL 
32462

Any person 
claiming an inter-
est in the surplus 
from the sale, if 
any, other than the 
property owner 
as of the date of 
the lis pendens 
must file a claim in 
accordance with 
Florida Statutes, 
Section 45.031.

Dated this 1st 
day of August, 2023.

Lora C. Bell

As Clerk of the 
Court

By: Jo Ann Hayes
As Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT
AMERICANS 

WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT. If you are a 
person with a dis-
ability who needs 
any accommoda-
tion in order to 
participate in this 
proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no 
cost to you, to the 
provision of certain 
assistance. Please 
contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail 
at P. O. Box 1089, 
Panama City, FL 
32402 or by phone 
at (850) 747-5338 
at least seven (7) 
days before your 
scheduled court 
appearance, or 
immediately upon 
receiving this 
notification if the 
time before the 
scheduled appear-
ance is less than 
seven (7) days. If 
you are hearing 
impaired, please 
call 711 or email 
ADARequest@
jud14.flcourts.org.

Submitted 
by: Robertson, 
Anschutz, Schneid, 
Crane & Partners, 
PLLC

Attorneys for 
Plaintiff

6409 Congress 
Avenue, Suite 100, 
Boca Raton, FL 
33487

Telephone: 
561-241-6901  Fax: 
561-997-6909

August 9, 16, 
2023

000316
Notice to Creditors

Estate of  Con-
nie Lynn McDill           
Date of  Birth Octo-
ber 06, 1948

To All Creditors:
                 ,                  

,                  ,                                   

Notice To Credi-
tors: The decedent, 
Connie Lynn McDill, 
who lived at 5470B 
Blue Springs Rd., 
Youngstown, 
Florida 32466 died 
March 06, 2023.

Creditors of 
the decedent are 
notified that all 
claims against 
the estate will be 
forever barred 
unless presented 
to Troy D. Strahl, 
named personal 
representative or 
proposed personal 
representative, at 
5470A Blue Springs 
Rd, Youngstown, 
Florida 32466, 850-
381-6932 or to both 
the probate court 
of Washington 
County and the 
named/proposed 
personal represen-
tative within 120 
days after the date 
of publication of 
this notice.

                 

Troy D. Strahl, 
Personal Represen-
tative for the Estate

5470A Blue 
Springs Rd

Youngstown, 
Florida 32466

850-381-6932
August 9, 16, 

2023

000317
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JU-
DICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 
AND FOR WASH-
INGTON COUNTY, 
FLORIDA PROBATE 
DIVISION

IN RE: ESTATE OF

SHIRLEY JEAN 
BRAMAN,

File No. 23-87-CP
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS

The administra-
tion of the Estate 
of Shirley Jean 
Braman, deceased, 
whose date of 
death was June 13, 
2023, Case Number 
23-87-CP, is pend-
ing in the Circuit 
Court for Wash-
ington County, 
Florida, Probate 
Division, the ad-
dress of which is 
the Washington 
County Clerk, 1293 
W. Jackson Ave 
#100, Chipley, FL 
32428 . The names 
and addresses of 
the Petitioner and 
the Petitioner’s at-
torney are set forth 
below.

All creditors of 
the decedent and 
other persons who 
have claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s Estate, 
including unma-
tured, contingent, 
or unliquidated 
claims and who 
may have been 
served a copy of 
this notice must 
file their claims 
with this Court 
WITHIN THE LATER 
OF THREE MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE 

OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR THIRTY 
DAYS AFTER THE 
DATE OF SERVICE 
OF A COPY OF THIS 
NOTICE ON THEM.

All other 
creditors of the 
decedent and other 
persons who have 
claims or de-
mands against the 
decedent’s Estate, 
including unma-
tured, contingent, 
or unliquidated 
claims must file 
their claims with 
this Court WITHIN 
THREE MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT 
SO FILED WILL BE 
FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITH-
STANDING THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIMS FILED TWO 
YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECE-
DENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the 
first publication 
of this notice is: 
August 9, 2023.

MICHAEL C. BRA-
MAN

Petitioner/ex-
ecutor

2629 Cora Lane
Chipley, FL 32428

KRISTI MILLER 
NOVONGLOSKY

Florida Bar No. 
0182044

Post Office Box 
1129

Chipley, Florida 
32428

Telephone: (850) 
6387587

Attorney for 
Petitioner

knovonglosky@
gmail.com

August 9, 16, 
2023

000318
NOTICE IS HERE-

BY GIVEN:

Kaitlyn Corbin
3617 Holmes Val-

ley Rd
Vernon, FL 32462

You are hereby noti-
fied that your eligibil-
ity to vote is in ques-
tion. You are hereby 
notified to contact the 
Supervisor of  Elec-
tions, in Washington 
County, Florida no 
later than thirty (30) 
days after the date 
of  this publishing. 
Failure to respond 
will result in a deter-
mination of  ineligibil-
ity by the Supervisor 
and your name will 
be removed from the 
statewide voter regis-
tration system.

Published one time 
in the Washington 
County Newspaper

Wendy Mayo, As-
sistant Supervisor

Washington Coun-
ty Supervisor of  Elec-
tions

1424 Jackson Ave., 
Ste. C

Chipley, FL 32428

Date of  publication: 
Wednesday, August 
16, 2023

000319
The following 

vehicle will be sold 
at public auction 
at Nichols Auto 
Repair and Towing 
on the following 
date:

05 Nissan
1N6BAD6A65N533189

September 8, 
2023

August 16, 2023

000321
IN THE CIRCUIT 

C O U RT  O F  T H E 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WASHINGTON 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

GENERAL JURIS-
DICTION DIVISION

C A S E  N O . 
22000127CAAXMX

ENVOY MORT-
GAGE LTD,

Plaintiff,
vs.
LUCINDA HILTY 

KERR A/K/A LUCIN-
DA KERR, et al.

Defendant(s).
              /

NOTICE OF
F O R E C LO S U R E 

SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN pursuant to 
a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dat-
ed May 24, 2023, 
and entered in 
22000127CAAXMX 
of the Circuit Court 
of the FOURTEENTH 
Judicial Circuit in 
and for Washing-
ton County, Flor-
ida, wherein EN-
VOY MORTGAGE 
LTD is the Plain-
tiff  and LUCINDA 
HILTY KERR A/K/A 
LUCINDA KERR are 
the Defendant(s). 
Lora C. Bell as the 
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court will sell to the 
highest and best 
bidder for cash at 
www.washington.
realforeclose.com 
at 10:00 AM, on Sep-
tember 20, 2023, the 
following described 
property as set forth 
in said Final Judg-

ment, to wit:

BEGINNING AT A 
POINT ON THE SOUTH 
SIDE OF NORTH BOU-
LEVARD, A DISTANCE 
OF 382.80 FEET WEST 
OF THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF SEC-
TION 4, TOWNSHIP 
4 NORTH, RANGE 13 
WEST, WASHINGTON 
COUNTY, FLORIDA; 
THENCE RUN NORTH 
89 DEGREES 00 MIN-
UTES WEST ALONG 
THE SOUTH SIDE OF 
NORTH BOULEVARD, 
A DISTANCE OF 54.00 
FEET; THENCE RUN 
SOUTH 00 DEGREES 
12 MINUTES WEST, A 
DISTANCE OF 150.00 
FEET; THENCE RUN 
SOUTH 89 DEGREES 
00 MINUTES EAST, A 
DISTANCE OF 54.00 
FEET; THENCE RUN 
NORTH 00 DEGREES 
12 MINUTES EAST, 
A DISTANCE OF 
150.00 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGIN-
NING. SAID PARCEL 
OF LAND BEING IN 
THE NORTHEAST 
1/4 OF THE NORTH-
EAST 1/4 OF SEC-
TION 4, TOWNSHIP 
4 NORTH, RANGE 13 
WEST, WASHINGTON 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.                 

Property Address: 
1203 OLD BONIFAY 
RD, CHIPLEY, FL 
32428

Any person claim-
ing an interest in the 
surplus from the 
sale, if any, other 
than the property 
owner as of the date 
of the lis pendens 
must file a claim 
in accordance with 
Florida Statutes, 
Section 45.031.

Dated this 7 day of 
August, 2023.

Lora C. Bell
As Clerk of the 

Court
By: Angela Hunt
As Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT
AMERICANS WITH 

DISABILITIES ACT. 
If you are a per-
son with a disabil-
ity who needs any 
accommodation in 
order to participate 
in this proceeding, 
you are entitled, at 
no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain 
assistance. Please 
contact the ADA Co-
ordinator by mail at 
P. O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 
or by phone at (850) 
747-5338 at least 
seven (7) days be-
fore your scheduled 
court appearance, 
or immediately upon 
receiving this noti-
fication if the time 
before the sched-
uled appearance 
is less than seven 
(7) days. If you are 
hearing impaired, 
please call 711 or 
email ADARequest@
jud14.flcourts.org.

Publish In:  THE 
W A S H I N G T O N 
COUNTY NEWS

Bill to: WASHING-
TON COUNTY CLERK 
OF COURT, LORA C. 
BELL

Submitted by: 
Ro b e r t s o n ,  A n -
schutz, Schneid, 
Crane & Partners, 
PLLC

Attorneys for 
Plaintiff, on behalf 
of COC

6409 Congress Av-
enue, Suite 100, Boca 
Raton, FL 33487

Telephone: 561-
241-6901  Fax: 561-
997-6909

August 16, 23, 
2023

NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 
KENT SMITH GROUP, 
LLC, desiring 
to engage in 
business under the 
fictitious name of 
Washington County 
News, located at 
2660 Finch Circle; 
in the County of 
Washington, in the 
City of CHIPLEY, 
FLORIDA, intends 
to register the 
said name with 
the Division of 
Corporations 
of The Florida 
Department of 
State, Tallahassee, 
Florida, pursuant 
to section 865.09 
of the Florida 
Statutes

Carol Kent, 
Owner

Adam Smith, 
Owner

LAND/ACREAGE

1-Acre plot and 
2-Acre plot in Jacob 
City Florida 
(850) 849-9338

HELP WANTED

Medical 
Technologist in 
Chipley, FL. Req. 
Bachelor’s in 
Medical Lab Tech 
or Clinical Lab 
Biology + 24 mos. 
Exp in the job 
off’d. Clinical Lab 
Tech Lic. & Cert. as 
Medical Tech req’d. 
Mail resumes to: 

Northwest Florida 
Healthcare, Inc. 
DBA Northwest 
Florida Community 
Hospital, 1360 
Brickyard Rd, 
Chipley, FL 32428.

LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING
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CELEBRATE

SCHOOL’S IN!
Classes resumed Thursday for 
Holmes and Washington County 
students, and several families 
shared their first day photos 

with us. Here’s a look at some of  
those “first day” moments. The 
Washington County News and 
Holmes County Advertiser wishes 
everyone a happy and safe 2023-24 
school year.

STAFF REPORT

Rylee Graham and Haley 
Graham started 2nd and 5th 
grade, respectively, at Kate 
Smith Elementary in Chipley.

Holmes County High School welcomed Ethan 
and Madison Gammons for their senior and 
ninth grade years.

Cooper Davis couldn’t contain 
his excitement for his first day of 
Pre-K at in Washington County.

Chipley High School senior Chance 
Robinson stopped to snap a photo at 
the WCN/HCTA offices on his way to 
the senior sunrise event.

ABOVE LEFT: Ponce de Leon Elementary fifth grader Ember Newsom sat at her desk ready 
to begin learning. ABOVE RIGHT: Thomas and Trey Sellers on their first day of 5 and 7 grade 
at Roulhac Middle School respectively, while Gunner Reidel is going to first grade at Kate 
M. Smith Elementary.

LEFT: Bonifay K8 third 
grader Josslyn Gammons 
struck a pose in front of a 
photo op at school. ABOVE: 
Brennan and Matthew Reece 
are ready to go to eighth 
and sixth grade at Vernon 
Middle School.

Brothers Braden, Colton and Connor Best started their junior year at Holmes County High 
School.

Ninth grader 
Ava Stewart 
begins her first 
year at Chipley 
High School 
with style.

LEFT: Four-year-old Severus Cook was more 
than ready to start his year at Washington 
VPK. RIGHT: Ninth grader Ava Stewart 
begins her first year at Chipley High School 
with style.

Braylen and 
Bella Broglin 
started first 
grade and 
VPK at Vernon 
Elementary 
School.
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Holmes County launches 
new school lunch menu

The Holmes County School District has 
partnered this school year with Sodexo Food 
Service to bring students what officials say 
are more delicious and healthier options for 
their lunches. This is the first year of  this of-
fering, with schools changing their menus to 
suit the taste of  the students. 

Students can find their offered meals by 
visiting holmescounty.sodexomyway.com and 
searching for their school. There, students 
and parents will be able to view the menu for 
the month.  Meals will include breakfast and 
lunch items, with three categories of  menus 
being aimed to appeal to the student’s age 
range, according to the program’s website.

“The Clubhouse” is geared toward elemen-
tary students, meant to make nutrition fun and 
to educate children about the importance of  
nutrition through educational materials and 
monthly activities.

Middle school students will choose from 
options at the “foodiE Cafe,” which features 
trending flavor profiles, convenient meals, 
sustainable alternatives and healthy options.

The high school options - called “Taste4” - 
was developed with input from high school 
students. The site says the concept revamps 
classics such as salads and wraps, deli sand-
wiches, pasta, grilled favorites, and pizza.

The schools are also hoping to add á la carte 
items later in the year at an additional cost to 
help expand the variety. 

Currently school lunches are free for all 
students, including breakfast.

The National So-
ciety of  High School 
Scholars (NSHSS) 
recently announced 
student Bailey El-
dridge from Bonifay 
has been selected to 
become a member of  
the esteemed organi-
zation. 

The Society recog-
nizes top scholars who 
have demonstrated 
outstanding leader-
ship, scholarship and 
community commit-
ment. The announce-
ment was made by 
NSHSS Co-founder 
and President James 
W. Lewis. 

“ O n  b e h a l f  o f  
NSHSS and our co-
founder Claes Nobel, 
a member of  the fam-
ily that established 
the Nobel Prizes, I am 
honored to recognize 
the hard work, pas-
sion and commitment 
that Bailey has dem-
onstrated to achieve 
this exceptional level 
of  academic excel-

lence,” said Lewis. 
“Bailey is now a mem-
ber of  a unique com-
munity of  scholars - a 
community that rep-
resents our very best 
hope for the future.” 

“We are proud to pro-
vide lifetime member-
ship to young schol-
ars to support their 
growth and develop-
ment,” stated Lewis. 
“We help students like 
Bailey build on their 
academic success by 
connecting them with 
learning experiences 
and resources to help 
prepare them for col-
lege and meaningful 
careers.” 

STAFF REPORT

NAN THOMPSON
Nthompson@kentsmith.biz

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION

School was back 
in session last week 
f o r  H o l m e s  a n d 
Washington county 
students - along with 
a new law that limits 
the use of  cell phones 
during instructional 
time.

P a s s e d  d u r i n g 
the 2023 Legislative 
session and signed 
into law by Governor 
Ron DeSantis, the 
measure prohibits 

the use of  wireless 
devices by students 
unless “expressly 
directed by a teacher 
solely for educational 
p u r p o s e s ”  a n d 
authorizing teachers 
and other instructional 
personnel to designate 
an area for any wireless 
communication. 

Washington County 
schools are allowing 
each teacher to decide 
how and where cell 
phones are to be 
during instruction 

times, according to 
Troy Peoples, the 
district’s Director 
of  Administrative 
Services.  Peoples 
states teachers may 
allow students to keep 
phones turned off, in 
pockets, backpacks, or 
in a designated section 
of  the classroom. 

H o l m e s  C o u n t y 
schools are using 
the “out of  sight, out 
of  mind” approach, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o 
Superintendent Buddy 

Brown. Brown states 
students are allowed to 
have their cell phones 
on their person, but 
they must be turned off  
during school hours. 
Holmes County High 
School will try a pilot 
program of  allowing 
students to use their 
phones during their 
lunch breaks. 

P a r e n t s  a r e 
encouraged to contact 
their child’s school for 
information specific to 
their teachers’ policies.

What the new cell phone 
law mean for local schools

Florida students rev up for EV racing

Florida students are getting excited about STEM through electric vehicle (EV) racing, thanks to a STEM initiative through 
Florida Power & Light.  [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]

NAN THOMPSON
Nthompson@kentsmith.biz

Eldridge receives national honor

BAILEY ELDRIDGE

It’s a hot Saturday morning 
in Florida and high school stu-
dents are suiting up to jump into 
their electric vehicles (EV). It’s 
race day.

Under the guidance of  their 
teachers, nine teams spent 
months preparing for this mo-
ment, designing and building 
their own go-cart-type vehicles 
powered by an electric motor 
and batteries. They traveled 
from all over Florida to race in 
the closed loop outside Florida 
Solar Energy Center’s parking 
lot in Cocoa Beach.

“Building the car is a fun 

process. It’s very hands-on 
between the wiring, fuses, 
motor and putting parts to-
gether,” said 14-year-old racer 
Nathaniel Adams. He traveled 
more than three hours with 
his school team from Kirkland 
Ranch Academy of  Innovation 
in Wesley Chapel, Florida. “I 
just started this year, but it’s 
something I think a lot of  kids 
would love.”

The experience is part of  Elec-
trathon America, a competition 
combining the excitement of  
motorsports with the practical 
application of  Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Math-
ematics (STEM) education.

Students’ skills and ingenuity 
are put to the test as they perfect 
their own electric racecar, then 
compete against each other 
to see who can go the longest 
around the track in an hour. 
The race isn’t about speed, it’s 
about endurance. The driver 
with the most laps wins.

“Unfortunately, my car died 
halfway through the race,” Ad-
ams said. However, he embraces 
the setback as an opportunity to 
go back to the drawing board. 
The race may end, but the quest 
for excellence continues, as the 
team strives to perfect their 

STAFF REPORT

TA L L A H A S S E E  — 
School district leaders 
across the state are taking 
a patchwork of  approaches 
to a college-credit psychol-
ogy course, as many high-
school students head back 
to class this week amid a 
dustup between Gov. Ron 
DeSantis’ administration 
and the College Board.

Confusion over the Col-
lege Board’s Advanced 
Placement psycholog y 
course is rooted in a con-
troversial Florida law and 
a state regulation that 
restrict instruction on sex-
ual orientation and gender 
identity in schools.

The state Department of  
Education reportedly told 
school superintendents 
in a conference call that 
schools were not allowed to 
teach a unit in the psychol-

ogy course dealing with 
“gender and sexual orienta-
tion,” which led the College 
Board last week to issue a 
statement saying the state 
restrictions would prohibit 
teaching the course.

But after news reports 
that the course couldn’t 
be taught in Florida, state 
Education Commissioner 
Manny Diaz fired back 
at the College Board. In 
a memo Friday, Diaz told 
superintendents that the 
course could be taught “in 
its entirety in a manner that 
is age and developmentally 
appropriate.”

Nevertheless, uncertain-
ty has continued as classes 
prepare to begin Thursday 
in many districts. The issue 
poses a potential minefield 
for teachers trying to pre-
pare students for college, 
follow course curriculums 
and obey state laws and 
regulations.

A number of  districts 
have dropped the psychol-
ogy course and replaced it 
with other college-credit 
classes. Some are moving 
ahead with the AP course, 
which 28,000 Florida stu-
dents took last year, accord-
ing to the College Board. 
And other districts are 
struggling to decide what 
to do.

In Broward County, for 
example, classes resume 
on Aug. 21. On Wednesday, 
district officials said they 
would require parental 
consent for students to take 
the course. 

“Recognizing the depth 
and breadth of  topics cov-
ered in AP Psychology and 
in line with the importance 
of  prioritizing student well-
being and parental choice, 
we have decided to make 
enrollment for this elec-
tive an ‘opt-in’ process that 
expressly requires parental 

consent,” said Superinten-
dent Peter Licata said in 
a statement. About 2,500 
students took the AP Psy-
chology course last year, 
the district said.

Pinellas County, mean-
while, is among the districts 
that decided to forego the 
College Board’s course. The 
county is “transitioning” to 
a college-credit course of-
fered by Cambridge AICE, 
the district said on its web-
site. About 1,300 students 
in the county who were 
enrolled in the AP course 
were automatically signed 
up for the Cambridge AICE 
course, according to the 
website.

In contrast, Suwannee 
County Superintendent of  
Schools Ted Roush said he 
has “backed teaching the 
traditional AP psychology 
course” but left it up to 
individual school adminis-
trators to decide whether 

to offer the course, switch 
to an alternative college-
credit course or offer a 
“regular” psychology class 
to students.

Roush told The News Ser-
vice of  Florida on Monday 
that one Suwannee County 
high school was retaining 
the College Board course 
and another hadn’t decided.

Roush sent a memo to par-
ents, students and school 
administrators noting that 
the course, if  taught, has 
to align with the state’s 
standards.

“Failure to do so will 
result in district and state 
intervention,” his memo 
said.

Roush also said the course 
needs to comply with a 
separate state law restrict-
ing how bias and racial 
discrimination are taught 
in schools.

DARA KAM
News Service of Florida

Districts grapple with AP course confusion

See COURSES, Page 5B

See RACING, Page 5B
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New criminal justice class 
opportunities available to 
Washington Co. students

Following the school’s first-ever 
state baseball championship vic-
tory, Chipley High School’s Coach 
Andy Compton was presented 
with the Florida Dairy Farmers 
2023 Class 1A Coach of  the Year 
award. The championship team’s 
star pitcher, Bryson Howard, was 
also presented with Class 1A player 
of  the Year. 

Coach Compton has been with 
Chipley High School since 1988, 
and this year brought home the 
school’s first state title. Compton 
has been Head Baseball coach for 
the past 25 years, finishing this 
regular season with a 22-7 record, 
a feat that led to his Coach of  the 
Year honor. He said the season 
was hard won with the effort of  
the entire team and school staff.

“Can’t win this award alone,” 
said Coach Compton. “It takes the 

team players and support staff. 
These kids worked hard to win this 
year, and it showed.”

Howard is not new to winning 
awards, either, having earned the 
title of  Class 1A Pitcher of  the Year 
in his sophomore year, Second 
Team-All State in his junior year, 
and Player of  the Year to finish his 
senior year. 

Howard, who is headed to Coastal 
Alabama East this semester to 
pursue a civil engineering degree, 
says he humbled and amazed by 
the latest honor.

“I’m still in shock that I got 
this,” he said. Howard has led the 
state in the 1A class with 108 total 
strikeouts this season. 

“He is the one you want on the 
mound,” said Compton.

When asked what Howard would 
tell others who aspire to play base-
ball, he said:

“Give it to God’s glory, and give 
it your all.”

Two years ago, the 
Washington Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office 
brought Criminal Jus-
tice classes to Chipley 
High School. The class 
is now celebrating its 
third year at CHS, 
with Deputy Sheriff  
Phillipe Kirksey tak-
ing over the class from 
inaugural instructor 
Deputy Dakota Jarvis 
last Spring. 

Deputy Kirksey has 
now brought Crimi-
nal Justice to Vernon 
High School in hopes 
of  bringing students 

into the field of  Law 
Enforcement on both 
sides of  the county. 

“I’m excited,” said 
Kirksey. “I had ap-
proximately 21 stu-
dents enroll in my class 
at Vernon and over 50 
students at Chipley.”

Major changes are in 
place for those looking 
to explore a criminal 
justice career.

Third year students 
in their Junior or Se-
nior year can dual 
enroll at either Chi-

pola College or Florida 
Panhandle Technical 
College, allowing them 
to receive almost all 
the needed credentials 
to pursue a career in 
some form of  law en-
forcement, requiring 
E911 certification of  
230 hours and handgun 
training at a later time.  

Students at Chipley 
have already been of-
fered this third year 
opportunity this year, 
while Vernon students 
will have the same op-
portunity in two years. 

Kirksey will hold 
morning classes at Chi-
pley and an afternoon 
class at Vernon. 

Kirksey has a 19-year 
law enforcement back-
ground in many differ-
ent areas of  criminal 
justice, from correc-
tions, school resource 
deputy, and as a road 
deputy for Washington 
County Deputy. In ad-
dition to his new role 
as an instructor, he is 
also a student, working 
on his master’s degree 
in business. 

Kirksey says his ad-
vice to aspiring law 
enforcement officers 
is simple:

“Keep your options 
open,” he said. “There 
is a broad field under 
criminal justice. You 
can work as game war-
den, or in state, local, 
or federal law enforce-
ment - even FBI. A stu-
dent fresh out of  high 
school could possibly 
earn over $48,000 a year 
working as a correc-
tions officer because 

they will have the re-
quired certifications 
needed,” he added. 
“That’s not bad.”

Chipley and Vernon 
students interested in 
taking the criminal 
justice class can con-
tact their school for 
more information.

NAN THOMPSON
Nthompson@kentsmith.biz

PHILLIPE KIRKSEY

NAN THOMPSON
Nthompson@kentsmith.biz

From left: Chipley High School’s Coach Andy Compton and Bryson Howard, senior 
member of the CHS 2023 State Baseball Championship team, were respectively honored 
as the Florida Dairy Farmers Class 1A Coach of the Year and Player of the Year.  [NAN 
THOMPSON | The News and Advertiser]

Chipley’s Compton and Howard 
named Class 1A COTY and POTY

Large turnout for back 
to school haircut event

Kids and parents 
lined up August 4 for 
“Back to School” hair-
cuts.

Kyle Aycock (Kutta-
Kyle), Jamar Franklin 
(FLAChoppers), Marie 
Rustin (Cut n’ Dye) and 
their associates set up 
shop in the Chipley 
High School Gymna-
sium in an effort to 
provide free services 
to local families.

The barbers and 
hairstylist said they 
wanted to give back to 
the community.

 “This is just a bless-
ing for us parents,” 

said Rebecca Brad-
shaw.

“This is one more 
step to getting my last 
year over with,” said 
senior Kyler Bryant.

Opening at 8:30 a.m., 
stylists had serviced 
more than 30 students 
within the first two 
hours. “With the way 
we have been going 
today, we expect to see 
close to 100 students 
by closing time,” said 
Aycock. 

Aycock, who orga-
nized this event, said 
he was happy to see the 
turn out, and hopes to 
continue the program 
again next year.

NAN THOMPSON
Nthompson@kentsmith.biz

Student Kyler Bryant gets 
ready for a fresh cut.  [NAN 
THOMPSON | The News and 
Advertiser]

ABOVE: Several local barbers 
and stylists came together 
August 4 to give free 
haircuts to students getting 
ready for the 2023-24 school 
year. AT LEFT: Marie Rustin 
gives student Blair Bowden a 
new style to start her school 
year off. [NAN THOMPSON | 
The News and Advertiser]
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How students can get the most out of tutoring

See ANSWERS, Page 7B

Panhandle Public 
Library Cooperative 
System

The next meeting for 
the Panhandle Public 
Library Cooperative 
System will take place 
on August 16, 2023 at 
10 a.m. in the PPLCS 
office located at 2862 
Madison St.,  Mari-
anna, FL. 

Holmes County To-
bacco Free Partner-
ship

The Holmes County 
Tobacco-Free Part-
nership event will be 
hosted on August 16, 
2023 3:30 P.M. - 4:30 P.M. 
at the Holmes County 
Development Com-
mission -Conference 
Room- 401 McLaugh-
lin Ave. Bonifay, FL 
32425. The purpose of  
this event is to create 
a Tobacco-Free At-
mosphere for Holmes 
County, improve the 
Health of  Holmes 
County residents by 
significantly reducing 
tobacco use to discour-
age the first time use 
of  tobacco to educate 
the public on all health 
issues as they relate to 
tobacco and; to act as 
an advocate for posi-
tive reform.

Early Learning Co-
alition Education 
meeting

The Early Learning 
Coalition is hosting 
their Education and 
Program Committee 
meeting regarding co-
alition business at 
11 a.m. Wednesday, 
August 23. To join this 
meeting via confer-
ence call, use the fol-
lowing information; 
Call-in Number: 1-646-
558-8656, Meeting ID: 
880 2502 3726, Pass-
code: 7033240. For more 
information contact 
Suzan Gage at (850)693-
0808.

Jackson County 
Master Gardener 
Program to host Fall 

Vegetable Workshop
The Jackson County 

Master Gardener Pro-
gram will be hosting a 
Fall Vegetable Work-
shop on Saturday, Au-
gust 26 starting at 9:00 
am to 12:00 pm. There 
will be an admission 
fee of  $10.00 per per-
son, which will cover 
handouts, giveaways 
and refreshments. 
The class will include 
selection, planting, 
and care of  seasonal 
fall vegetables for our 
area. The workshop 
will be held at the UF/
IFAS Jackson County 
Extension office lo-
cated at 2741 Penn Ave, 
Marianna, FL. 

Pre-registration is 
required; please call 
850-482-9620 or stop by 
the office.

Tiny Art Show and 
Fundraiser Auction

The Chipley Branch 
of  the Washington 
County Library is 
hosting a Tiny Art 
Show and Fundraiser 
Auction. The library 
invites you to show off  
your creative talents 
in this event. Pick up 
a 4×4” canvas at the 
library for a $1 dona-
tion and create a mini 
masterpiece at home 
in your choice of  medi-
um. Return your com-
pleted canvas no later 
than Thursday, August 
31. Tiny Art submis-
sions will be displayed 
throughout the library 
September 4 -14 and in-
cluded in the library’s 
fundraiser auction on 
Thursday, September 
14. Auction proceeds 
will be used to pur-
chase Experience Kits 
and Memory Care Kits 
for adult patrons. Can-
vases are available 
now for pick up (1 per 
patron - while sup-
plies last). Voting will 
take place from 6 p.m. 
top 8 p.m. Thursday, 
September 14. Submis-
sions should be family 
friendly. Ages 18+ and 

all skill levels are wel-
come to participate.

Holmes County Pee-
wee Cheerleaders 
Father-Daughter 
Dance

On September 15, 
2023,   the Holmes 
County Peewee Cheer-
leaders will be host-
ing a father daughter 
dance, featuring music 
from a DJ with danc-
ing, a photo booth, re-
freshments, and lots of  
giggles. Tickets are $25 
for dad and daughter, 
$15 for each additional 
adult and $10 for each 
additional child. The 
event will take place 
on September 15, 2023, 
5:30-7:30 P.M. at The 
Majestic Oaks, 3351 
Mallory Road, Ver-
non Fl. All proceeds 
go towards the Pewee 
Cheerleaders season.

Andrew Elton Wil-
liams Family Re-
union

The 120th annual An-
drew Elton Williams 
Family Reunion will 
be Saturday, October 
7, at Galilee United 
Methodist Church, lo-
cated on Galilee Road 
in Graceville. Registra-
tion is at 9 a.m., and 
the program begins 
at 10:30. For more in-
formation, contact: 
Lamar Faircloth at 
850-547-2275 or 850-
326-3045.

Golden Dayz Fall 
Festival 

On November 4, 2023 
from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 
P.M. the Holmes Coun-
cil on Aging is hosting 
the Golden Dayz Fall 
Festival. This event 
features kids activi-
ties, live music, arts 
and crafts, vendors 
and food trucks! The 
location for this event 
is 2490 Development 
Circle.

Submit community 
events to: news@wash-
ingtoncounty.news or 
news@holmescounty.
news

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Troy University recog-
nizes new students for 
the Fall 2023 semester

Troy University is rec-
ognizing new students 
who have completed IM-
PACT orientation and 
enrolled in classes for the 
Fall 2023 semester. Local 
students who will attend 
are as follows: Chad Al-
bury of  Bonifay; Grayson 
Commander of  Chipley;  
Madison Hayes of  Bonifay; 
Reis Hutchinson of  Foun-
tain; Kasen Pemberton 
of  Chipley;  Erilyn Smith 
of  Bonifay and Daxton 
Wright of  Chipley.

Blaine Johnston recog-
nized by UNG president 
for earning 4.0 GPA

Blaine Johnston of  Ver-
non has been named to 
the President’s Honor 
Roll at the University of  
North Georgia (UNG) for 
achieving a 4.0 grade point 
average during summer 
2023. Michael Shannon, 
president of  UNG, rec-
ognized students who 
reached this academic 
achievement during the 
summer 2023 semester. 
Students enrolled in 12 or 
more credit hours in bach-
elor’s degree programs 
who achieved a 4.0 grade-
point average were named 
to the President’s Honor 
Roll. Students enrolled 
in associate degree or 
dual enrollment programs 
who met the same level of  
achievement were named 
to the President’s List.

SCHOOL BRIEFS

No student’s aca-
demic career is free 
from challenges. 
Classroom challenges 
can help students 
get more out of  their 
coursework, which 
can benefit them as 
their academic ca-
reers progress and 
prepare them to excel 
in the professional 
arena.

Students can some-
times overcome chal-
lenges on their own 
or with a little extra 
assistance from edu-
cators and parents. 
When coursework is 
especially challeng-
ing, students may 
benefit from working 
with tutors. Direct 
one-on-one communi-
cation with a tutor can 
help students fully 
understand complex 
concepts that parents 
may not understand. 
In certain instances, 
educators cannot al-
ways pause lessons 
to help struggling 
students in the class-
room, particularly 
if  others in the class 
are ready to move 
on. So tutors may be 
just what students 
need to unlock their 
academic potential 
and stay the course 
as their knowledge 

of  a specific subject 
expands. 

The partnership 
between student and 
tutor is most effective 
when each person 
fully commits to a tu-
toring session. Profes-
sional tutors are paid 
to be committed, and 
it’s up to students to 
match that commit-
ment. Making the 
most of  working with 
a tutor comes down to 
preparation, interest, 
a willingness to put in 
the work, and a host 
of  additional factors.

• Prepare for each 
tutoring session.
Students should pre-
pare for each tutoring 
session just like they 
do for other activi-
ties they care about, 
including extracur-

riculars. Student mu-
sicians would not 
arrive to a recital 
without their instru-
ment, nor would ath-
letes arrive for a game 
without their equip-
ment. Prior to the be-
ginning of  a tutoring 
session, double-check 
to ensure you have all 
the necessary materi-
als, including books, 
class notes, past and 
current assignments, 
and a syllabus for the 
class. If  possible, send 
the tutor the syllabus 
in advance of  the 
first session, and note 
the challenges you’re 
having in regard to 
the material.

• Recognize the 
student-tutor dy-
namic is a two-way 
street. Tutors should 

not be the only ones 
to speak during a 
session. Students can 
prepare questions 
prior to each session 
and then ask any 
additional questions 
that come to mind 
during the session. 
Open, free-flowing 
communication can 
help students gain a 
stronger grasp of  the 
material, and it’s the 
responsibility of  both 
tutors and students 
to keep lines of  com-
munication open. If  
a tutor’s approach is 
not resonating, speak 
up and ask for more 
clarification.

• Actively engage.
Tutors may give some 
additional work to 
help students learn 
the material. Stu-

dents should not write 
off  such assignments 
because they won’t 
be graded. Active en-
gagement in tutoring, 
both during sessions 
and between them, 
can ensure students 
get the most out of  
tutoring.

• Be patient. Tu-
tors are typically 
utilized when stu-
dents have trouble 
understanding com-
plex subjects. That 
complexity means it 
will likely take time 
before students fully 
grasp what tutors 
are teaching them. 
Students should stay 
patient and not grow 
discouraged if  it’s 
taking awhile to grasp 
material. Celebrate 
any progress that is 
made, however in-
cremental it may be. 
Small steps forward 
can lead students 
down a successful 
path that could ul-
timately end with 
mastery of  a complex 
subject.

Tutors help mil-
lions of  students ful-
fill their academic 
potential each year. 
The most successful 
student-tutor rela-
tionships are charac-
terized by hard work 
on the part of  both 
parties.

STAFF REPORT
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That 2022 law, which DeSan-
tis dubbed the “Stop Wrongs To 
Our Kids and Employees Act,” 
or “Stop WOKE Act,” lists a 
series of  race-related concepts 
and says it would constitute 
discrimination if  students 
are subjected to instruction 
that “espouses, promotes, ad-
vances, inculcates or compels” 
them to believe the concepts.

Part of  the AP psychology 
course “does talk about bias 
and discriminatory behavior,” 
Roush said.

“So that’s another piece we 
need to be cognizant of  and 
careful about how we admin-
ister that content,” he added.

Roush also warned that stu-
dents might not get college 
credit for courses that aren’t 
credentialed or recognized 
by the College Board or post-
secondary institutions, “de-
pending on how this plays out.”

“None of  us (superinten-
dents) have gone looking to be 
placed in the middle of  this,” he 
said. “This feels like a political 
fi ght more than anything else.”

After Diaz released his memo 
Friday, the College Board said 
it “represents revised guid-
ance” on the course.

“We hope now that Florida 
teachers will be able to teach 
the full course, including 
content on gender and sexual 

orientation, without fear of  
punishment in the upcoming 
school year,” the College Board 
said in a statement.

Diaz’s memo, however, might 
have increased confusion over 
the course. The Florida Edu-
cation Association teachers 
union and the Florida PTA 
this week pressed the com-
missioner to clarify the state’s 
stance.

“While we are grateful for 
your letter of  August 4, indicat-
ing that this popular college-
level course can be taught ‘in 
its entirety,’ we believe that the 
subsequent condition, ‘age and 
developmentally appropriate,’ 
is so ambiguous and prone 
to subjective interpretation 
that further clarifi cation is 
needed,” Florida PTA presi-
dent Carolyn Nelson-Goedert 
wrote to Diaz on Monday.

The Florida Education Asso-
ciation asked Diaz to “clearly 
and unambiguously state that 
nothing in the AP psychology 
course violates” Florida law 
or rules.

“Districts, parents, students 
and teachers need to know AP 
psychology can be offered in 
Florida’s public schools in its 
entirety without any modifi ca-
tions, just as it has for decades, 
and be in compliance with the 
law,” FEA President Andrew 
Spar wrote to the commis-
sioner.

The muddle over the course 
comes as local school offi cials 

also deal with issues such as 
teacher and staff  shortages, a 
statewide universal voucher 
program approved this year by 
lawmakers and an oppressive 
heat wave.

Rebooting the school year af-
ter the summer break is always 
a stressful time for administra-
tors, teachers, students and 
parents, Florida Association 
of  District School Superinten-
dents CEO Bill Montford told 
the News Service.

The controversy over the 
College Board course has ex-
acerbated the situation, said 
Montford, a former state sena-
tor and onetime Leon County 
schools superintendent.

“It’s a tense time, but it al-
ways is. This is always a tough 
time for school districts,” 
Montford said.

Dropping the college-credit 
course altogether could hit 
teachers in the wallet. Educa-
tors get bonuses for students 
who receive certain grades on 
course exams.

Montford said his associa-
tion is assisting school districts 
that want to keep offering the 
course to ensure they comply 
with state standards.

“This is a very, very compli-
cated issue. And there’s a lot 
at stake here, for the students. 
For an AP class, there are fi -
nancial implications, there are 
educational implications, and 
so there’s a lot to consider,” 
Montford said.

COURSES
From Page 2B

electric cars before the next 
race.

Organizers have seen an 
increase in sign-ups and 
teams are showing up in 
larger numbers on race day.

 This initiative is being 
spearheaded by FPL through 
the company’s EV charging 
solutions program. FPL 
EVolution® makes charging 

an electric vehicle simple 
through convenient EV 
charging options at home 
and on the road. FPL is also 
raising awareness about 
EVs through demos, ride-
and-drive experiences and 
educational programs like 
Electrathon.

Some schools in North-
west Florida have a long 
history of  participating in 
Electrathon events hosted 
at Pensacola’s Five Flags 
Speedway. FPL wants to 

energize that Electrathon 
momentum in the region 
by inviting more schools to 
participate.

 “Support of  Electrathon 
extends our mission of  
shaping a more sustainable 
future for all,” Burckhardt 
said. “We’re cultivating the 
skills necessary for future 
careers in these rapidly 
evolving fi elds and raising 
EV awareness for the next 
generation who is passion-
ate about sustainable energy 

solutions.”
 Electrathon of  Florida’s 

executive director Charles 
Harrison agrees. He over-
sees the Tampa Bay chapter, 
which was created in Hills-
borough County as a grass-
roots mentoring program to 
boost students’ interest in 
STEM careers. Today, the 
program has expanded be-
yond Hillsborough and into 
more than eight counties.

  “Growing this program 
to different areas of  the 

state will give opportuni-
ties to people that wouldn’t 
normally be exposed to 
STEM like this,” Harrison 
said. “This will give future 
generations a chance to ex-
cel in STEM fi elds, opening 
their minds to a future in 
physics, math, science, tech 
or manufacturing.”

For those interested in 
learning more about FPL’s 
Electrathon program, visit 
Fpl.com/community/elec-
trathon.html.

RACING
From Page 2B
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OBITUARIES

FAITH

Ms. Paulette Esther 
Johnson, age 89, passed 
away Wednesday, 
August 9, 2023. She was 
born on March 7, 1934 
in Flint, Michigan to 
John William Gibbs and 
Zola Veldora Johnson 
Gibbs. 

Ms. Johnson was a 
resident of Ponce de 
Leon, Florida and was 
Christian by faith. She 
was a devoted wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
and great-
grandmother. She 
owned and operated 
Johnson Appliance and 
Repair along with her 
husband, Aubrey Jack 
Johnson. She attended 
Chipola Junior College. 
She was an avid writer 
and poet.

Ms. Johnson was 
preceded in death by 
father and mother; 
husband of 34 years 
Jack Johnson; sister 
Eden Gibbs; son David 
Johnson; daughter Judy 
Johnson; and son-in-
law Mike McBride.

Ms. Johnson is 
survived by her 

children Sharon 
Johnson of Ponce de 
Leon, Kathy McBride 
of Ponce de Leon, 
Sara Howell and 
husband Larry of 
Prosperity, Florida; 
grandchildren Shannon 
Paige Goodwin and 
husband Scott, Baron 
Johnson, Lisa Polanco 

and husband Hugh 
Quigley, Carlos Polanco 
and wife Ana, Daniel 
Polanco, Steven Stout 
and wife Stephanie, 
Christopher Stout, 
Sharah Tidwell and 
husband Victor; and 
great-grandchildren 
Aubrey, Avery, Dylan, 
Laura, Breah, Adeline, 
Naomi, and Vincent.

A time of visitation 
will be held from 3:00 
– 4:00 PM, Saturday, 
August 12, 2023 at 
Otter Creek Methodist 
Church in Ponce de 
Leon, Florida 32455.

Funeral Service will 
be held at 4:00 PM, 
August 12, 2023 at 
Otter Creek Methodist 
Church.

Pallbearers will 
be Steven Stout, 
Christopher Stout, 
Victor Tidwell, Joshua 
Kennemur, Michael 
Paulk, and Randy 
Paulk.

Flowers are being 
accepted.

Burial will follow in 
Otter Creek Methodist 
Church Cemetery in 
Ponce de Leon, Florida.

You may view 
obituaries, offer 
condolences and sign 
the guest book at 
www.clary-glenn.com. 
Clary-Glenn Funeral 
Homes & Crematory 
is entrusted with the 
arrangements.

PAULETTE ESTHER JOHNSON

Monte Clinton 
Wilson, 68, passed 
away peacefully on 
August 5th, 2023, with 
his children by his 
side.  Born July 6, 1955, 
to Reta and Willis 
Wilson in Bethany, 
Missouri, Monte grew 
up on a hay farm in 
Tonganoxie, Kansas 
and was the eldest of 
four siblings. After 
high school, Monte 
joined the United 
States Air Force 
where he served as 
a mechanic working 
on aircraft engines 
during the Vietnam 
War. Following his 
stint in the military, 
he held multiple 
jobs in many trades, 
including carpentry, 
machinist, surveyor, 
auto mechanic, and 
satellite technician. 
He enjoyed working 
with his hands and 
he proved to be a 
fast learner in every 
venture he strived for. 
Monte was known to 
Ee aEle to fi[ or EuilG 
anything!

Monte lived in 
Northern California 
for a few years during 
the 1970’s and moved 
to northwest Florida in 
1982. He lived most of 
his life in and around 
Bonifay, Florida before 

moving to Tallahassee 
in 2004.

Monte loved 
camping, gardening, 
canning, and all things 
outdoors. If he wasn’t 
outside in nature, 
he was enjoying his 
other love - cooking. 
Monte was strong-
willed and stubborn 

at times, but he also 
had a wonderful sense 
of humor - something 
he acquired from his 
mother. He was clever 
and full to the brim 
with knowledge. His 
passion for history 
was never-ending - in 
true Monte fashion, 
even as he lay in his 
hospital bed with his 
end drawing near, 
his television stayed 
tuned to the History 
Channel.

Monte is preceded 

in death by his father, 
Willis Clinton Wilson, 
and his sister, Cynthia 
Luana Cullifer.

Monte is survived 
by his four children: 
Amanda Christine 
Moody (AJ), Willis 
Patrick Wilson, Jessica 
Marie Kazmierski 
(Brett), Megan Lynn 
Creel (Mike), nine 
grandchildren: 
Stephen Farmer, 
Mikhael Senn, Aaliyah 
Senn, Lucas Wilson, 
Connor Creel, Arabella 
Wilson, Hallie Wilson, 
Brett Kazmierski, 
Jase Kazmierski, and 
one great grandchild: 
Milana Senn.  Monte 
is also survived by 
his mother: Reta 
Eileen Wilson, and 
his sisters: Lorita 
Lyn Wilson and 
Angela Dawn Willsey 
(Richard).

The family will 
receive friends from 
10 to 11 am Friday, 
August 11, 2023, at 
Peel Funeral Home. 
A graveside service 
will be held at 11:30 
am Friday, August 
11, 2023, in the 
Bonifay Cemetery 
with Peel Funeral 
Home in charge of 
arrangements.

MONTE  CLINTON  WILSON

Teresa Goodner 
Gillman, age 71, of 
Westville, Florida 
passed away Saturday, 
August 12, 2023, at her 
home with her loved 
ones by her side. She 
was born August 3, 
1952, in Tennessee 
to the late Jerry 
Benjamin Goodner 
and Laura Jane 
Handley. Teresa was 
a graduate of Merritt 
Island High School 
in Merritt Island, 
Florida. She married 
the love of her life, 
Glen Gillman, on 
January 1, 1972, and 
they were happily 
married for 51 years. 
Teresa was a faithful 
member of Pleasant 
Ridge Baptist Church, 
where she was a 
member of the Sweet 
Jesus Singers. She 
worked many years as 
a pharmacy technician 
at Johnson’s Pharmacy 
until her retirement.

She is preceded in 

death by her parents; 
sister, Patty Goodner; 
brothers, Jerry and 
Kenny Goodner; 
and infant daughter, 
Amanda Gillman.

Teresa is survived by 
her loving husband, 
Glen Gillman; children, 
Jason Gillman and wife 
Sharon, and Candy 
Gillman and husband 
Tim; grandchildren, 
Eley Gillman, Kira 
Gaff, Brittany Rischer, 
and Elijah Barton; 
sister, Cindy Goodner 

Cittadini; one special 
great-granddaughter, 
Lilli and numerous 
family members who 
loved her dearly.

A time of visitation 
will be held Tuesday, 
August 15, 2023 in 
the chapel of Davis-
Watkins Funeral Home, 
1474 State Highway 
83 North, DeFuniak 
Springs, Florida 32433 
from 6:00 p.m. until 
8:00 p.m.  Funeral 
services will be held 
Wednesday, August 16, 
2023 at Pleasant Ridge 
Baptist Church, 1985 
Pleasant Ridge Road, 
Westville, Florida 
32464, beginning at 
2:00 p.m. with Pastor 
'ale 3aul officiating.  
Committal services 
will follow at Pleasant 
Ridge Baptist Church 
Cemetery.

Arrangements and 
services are under the 
direction of Davis-
Watkins Funeral Home.

TERESA GOODNER GILLMAN

Ms. Edna Lee Kesler 
Knight, age 90, of 
Bonifay, Florida 
passed away August 
11, 2023, at her 
granddaughter’s home 
in Clermont, Florida.  
She was born May 19, 
1933, in Roanoke, 
Virginia to the late 
Lawrence Curtis 
Kesler and Rosa 
Lee Garrett Kesler.  
In addition to her 
parents, Edna was 
preceded in death 
by her husband, Joel 
Lee Knight Jr, three 
sons, Joel Lee Knight 
III, Curtis Bruce 
Knight, and Jesse 
Gill Knight, and two 
siters, Tudor Frances 
Kesler Murray and 
Kathryn Rosamond 
Kesler Burger.

Edna married Joel 
Lee Knight Jr. in July 
of 1956 in Roanoke, 
Virgina and was 
blessed with four 
children.  They moved 
to Bonifay in the 
summer of 1972 from 
southwest Florida.  

Edna graduated 
from Florida State 
University with a 
Bachelor of Education 
Degree and taught for 
the Holmes County 
School District for ten 
years.

Ms. Knight is 
survived by one 
daughter, Rebecca 
Ann Knight of 
Marianna, FL; a 
granddaughter, Yuko 
Sakino-Floyd and 
husband Emmanuel 
Floyd of Clermont, 
FL; a grandson, Kenji 
Sakino and wife, 

Miki Sakino of Saga, 
Japan; two great-
granddaughters, 
Sophia Sakino and 
Katelyn Sakino both of 
Saga, Japan; numerous 
nieces, nephews, and 
cousins.

Funeral services 
will be held 10:00 
AM Thursday, August 
17, 2023, at East 
Mt. Zion Methodist 
Church with Pastor 
Roger Whitaker and 
Rev. Jonathan West 
officiating.  Interment 
will follow in the East 
Mt. Zion Methodist 
Church Cemetery.  
The family will receive 
friends one hour prior 
to the service from 
9 to 10 AM at East 
Mt. Zion Methodist 
Church.

In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be 
given to the Florida 
United Methodist 
Children’s Home 
or East Mt. Zion 
Methodist Church 
Building Fund.

EDNA  LEE  KESLER  KNIGHT

DiscoverLife Church o�ers 
‘signs of encouragement’

Members of DiscoverLife Church have been spending 
part of their weekends sharing signs of encouragement 
with the community. Pastor Mack Glover says it’s a 
simple way to spread a positive message. “Standing in 
front of our church holding up encouraging signs and 
waving with a smile spreads hope and love,” said Pastor 
Glover. “It reminds people they’re not alone and they 
matter in the midst of a broken, hurting, and negative 
world.” The church is located at 3493 Washington Street 
in Wausau. [CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS]
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Orange Hill Missionary 
Baptist Church Anniver-
sary and Homecoming

Orange Hill Mission-
ary Baptist Church 
will commemorate 
the church’s 153rd 
Anniversary and 42nd 
Homecoming Sunday, 
Aug. 20, at 11 a.m. The 
church is located at 816 
Sunday Rd. in Chipley.

Night of Worship with 
Grace and Glory Worship 
Center

Grace and Glory 
Worship Center will 
host a night of  worship 
on Aug. 26 from 6:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. with 
no admission cost. 
The event welcomes 
anyone age 12 and up 
but will be mainly 
geared towards youth 
and young adults.

FAITH EVENTS

Ephesians  5 :14 , 
“Awake, O sleeper, 
and arise from the 
dead, and Christ will 
shine on you.”

Why is summer 
a time when there 
seems to be a spiritual 
drought in our lives? 
If  you’re like me, this 
summer has seemed 
more draining than 
restful. As a young 
man, I still equate 
my life’s seasons to 
fall and spring se-
mesters. If  you work 
in the education sys-
tem, you know what 
I mean. While Spring 
is a time for new life, 
the summer season 
seems exhausting and 
draining.

The summer, while 
eagerly anticipated, 
often brings with it 
a unique kind of  ex-
haustion. The sun’s 

unrelenting heat and 
the prolonged day-
light hours can gradu-
ally drain one’s ener-
gy, leaving a sense of  
weariness that seeps 
into both body and 
mind. 

The allure of  outdoor 
adventures and social 
gatherings clashes 
with the fatigue that 
accumulates under 
the sweltering sun. 
The vibrant energy 
that initially char-
acterizes the season 
can sometimes morph 
into a heavy, listless 
feeling as the days 
progress.

Balancing the desire 
to make the most of  
the fl eeting warmth 
with the body’s need 
for rest becomes a 
delicate dance. Yet, de-
spite the exhaustion, 
there’s a bittersweet 
charm to the summer 
weariness – a remind-
er that even the most 
enjoyable seasons can 
challenge our vitality 
in unexpected ways.

Even in church 
trends, summer seems 
to drop in activity, at-
tendance, and func-
tion. But fall brings 
a pickup of  life and 
vitality because sum-

mer vacations are 
over, and it’s time to 
return to the regular 
routine. Fall brings 
school, football, fun, 
and gatherings again. 
All of  this is related to 
how humans thrive 
in the practice of  
routine.

I believe that we feel 
this drought most of  
all, in our spiritual 

lives. But let me en-
courage you, as you 
consider your own 
life, to begin again 
your pursuit of  God’s 
presence. The Bible 
tells us in the above 
verse that if  we wake 
up and pursue spiri-
tual vibrancy and 
life, Christ will shine 
on us.

What  does  this 
mean? Friends, we 
will experience more 
joy from Christ when 
we seek a joyful life 
in him.

Indeed, the promise 
in scripture stands. 
James 4:8, “Draw near 
to God, and he will 
draw near to you.” 
Do not expect to feel 
anything from God if  
you are not drawing 
near to him. 

It will not happen 
on its own. Philippi-
ans 2:12 says, “Work 
out your own salva-

tion with fear and 
trembling.” We must 
pursue God in our per-
sonal lives by making 
a daily effort.

Caleb Duncan is the 
Director for the West 
Florida Baptist As-
sociation in Chipley 
and holds an M.A. in 
Ethics, Theology and 
Culture from South-
eastern Seminary. 
Email him at Wfba-
Dom@outlook.com or 
follow his twitter @
calebtduncan.

Goodbye, summer slump

CALEB DUNCAN
Guest Columnist

ANSWERS
From page 4B

Many things are 
different in today’s 
church.  Research 
shows we took a hit 
during COVID-19, just 
as other organizations 
did. Some who weren’t 
core members, but on 
the sidelines, haven’t 
come back. On aver-
age churches have 
between 60 and 80 per-
cent of  our pre-COVID 
attendance. But hope 
springs eternal. We 
trust these wandering 
sheep will come back 
to the fold and find 
welcome.

Another perplex-
ing trend is the pas-
tor shortage. I think 
we saw some of  this 
pre-pandemic.  The 
church I served in Per-
ry County while work-
ing at Judson College 
searched 18 months 
for my replacement. 
I assumed there were 

many bi-vocational 
ministers available in 
the area, but appar-
ently not.

I attended a seminar 
lately at the Alabama 
Baptist State Board 
of  Missions facility in 
Prattville. A leader told 
us we had 554 Alabama 
Baptist churches cur-
rently without pastors, 
and this number repre-
sents 17 percent of  our 
churches. Research 
shows many pastors 
retired during the pan-
demic. But this really 
doesn’t explain why we 
don’t have more and 
younger pastors-in-
training coming along.

I remember as a teen-
ager we had two or 
three “preacher boys” 
in our congregation 
committed to church 
ministry. I recall other 
local churches did, too. 
No one seems to have 
an explanation for 
the current lack of  re-
cruits. (My denomina-
tion is primarily staffed 
by male pastors, but I 
realize females serve in 
other churches more 
regularly.)

Another trend we’ve 
seen is the aging of  pas-
tors. The average age 
in America today is 38, 

Where have all the pastors gone?

MICHAEL BROOKS
Guest Columnist

‘...despite the exhaustion, there’s a 
bittersweet charm to the summer 
weariness – a reminder that even the 
most enjoyable seasons can challenge our 
vitality in unexpected ways.’

See BROOKS, Page 8B

“Freeze!”
What would happen 

if, throughout your 
week, you heard the 
command to freeze 
(stop in mid-track) 
whatever you were 
saying or thinking? 
In that frozen mo-
ment, would you be 
OK with the words and 
thoughts you stopped 
on?

Would God be OK 
with them?

Let’s apply the same 
concept to your mar-
riage. What if  your 
words to your hus-
band or wife (and your 
thoughts about them) 

were suddenly frozen – 
captured long enough 
to force you to see and 
hear your attitude, 
context and intent?

Would the impact 
of  your words and 
thoughts encourage 
your partner’s heart 
toward you?

Likewise, do your 
words and thoughts 
help you feel better 
about your spouse?

Do you fi nd yourself  
acting unlovingly to-
ward your wife or dis-
respecting your hus-
band? It’s especially 
easy to do so when our 
spouse makes it hard 
to love and respect 
them.

I struggle with this 
as much as I suspect 
you do. In fact, during 
the week while I was 
writing this article, I 
blew it more than once. 
Without intending 
to, I spoke harshly to 
Bert, disregarded his 
opinion and neglected 
his need for compan-
ionship.

So you can imagine 
how relieved I was 
when I found the per-
fect verse to help get 
me (and you, if  you can 
relate) on track and 
keep us on track. This 
verse works even on 
days when we’re not 
convinced our spouse 
is our better half.

Perhaps you’ll rec-
ognize Psalm 19:14 
(ESV): “Let the words 
of  my mouth and the 
meditation of  my 
heart be acceptable 
in your sight, O LORD, 
my rock and my re-
deemer.” Some trans-
lations use “strength” 
in place of  “rock.” I 
like both words.

What would happen 
if  we wrote this verse 
on an index card or 
sticky note and medi-
tated on it throughout 
the day – every hour, 
if  need be? Because 
if  any of  our words 
and thoughts aren’t 
acceptable in God’s 
sight, then they prob-
ably won’t be in our 

partner’s eyes either.
Along with meditat-

ing on Psalm 19:14, 
how would it change 
all our relationships if  
we prayed this verse? 
Envision the trans-
formation in our mar-
riage if  we prayed with 
our whole heart for

God to help us change 
the way we speak and 
the thoughts we dwell 
on.

Every word. Every 
thought.

It’s very possible 
that, as we meditate 
on, pray and apply 
Psalm 19:14, we’ll 
change so much that 
our spouse’s heart will 
once again be encour-
aged toward us.

This, my friend, 
would be a powerful 
step toward saving our 
marriages.

Sheryl H. Boldt is 
the author of  the blog, 
www.TodayCanBe-
Different.net. Connect 
with her at SherylH-
Boldt@gmail.com.

A verse that could transform your marriage

SHERYL BOLDT
Guest Columnist

KENT SMITH GROUP, 
LLC, desiring to 
engage in business 
under the fi ctitious 
name of Holmes 
County Advertiser, 
located at 2660 
Finch Circle; in 
the County of 
Washington, in the 
City of CHIPLEY, 
FLORIDA, intends 
to register the 
said name with 
the Division of 
Corporations 
of The Florida 
Department of 
State, Tallahassee, 
Florida, pursuant 
to section 865.09 of 
the Florida Statutes

Carol Kent, 
Owner

Adam Smith, 
Owner

OF THIS NOTICE.                          
ALL CLAIMS NOT 
SO FILED WILL BE 
FOREVER BANNED.  

The date of the 
fi rst Publication 
of this notice is 
August 16, 2023.          
JACKIE L BURNS, 
Petitioner/Execu-
tor 1795 Jenkins Rd, 
Bonifay FL 32425                              
Fred Pearson, Flor-
ida Bar No.  82406                         
130 Salem Court Tal-
lahassee FL 32301 
Telephone (850)513-
3151 Attorney for 
Petitioner   fred@
pearsonlawayers.
com 

August 16, 23, 
2023

NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 

this Court WITHIN 
THREE MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE 
OF PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE 
OR THIRTY DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.   

All other credi-
tors of the decedent 
and other persons 
who have claims or 
demands against 
the decedent’s 
Estate, including 
unmatured, con-
tingent, or unliqui-
dated claims must 
fi le their claims 
with this Court 
WITHIN THREE 
MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 

Florida, Probate 
Division, the ad-
dress of which is 
the Holmes County 
Clerk, 201 N Okla-
homa, Bonifay FL 
32425.  The names 
and addresses of 
the Petitioner and 
the Petitioner’s at-
torney are set forth 
below.   

All creditors of 
the decedent and 
other persons who 
have claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s Estate, 
including unma-
tured, contingent, 
or unliquidated 
claims and who 
may have been 
served a copy of 
this notice must fi le 
their claims with 

NOTWITHSTAND-
ING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH 
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECE-
DENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of fi rst 
publication of this 
notice is August 16, 
2023.

Attorney for 
Personal Represen-
tative:

Personal Repre-
sentative:

STEVEN E. QUIN-
NELL Attorney 
Florida Bar Number: 
586595 913 Gulf 
Breeze Pkwy Suite 8 
- Harbourtown Gulf 
Breeze, FL 32562 

000102
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT FOR HOLMES 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN RE: ESTATE OF

DANNY R. FISHER
PROBATE DIVI-

SION File No. 23-
40PR

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS

The administra-
tion of the estate of 
DANNY R. FISHER, 
deceased, whose 
date of death was 
February 18, 2023, 
is pending in the 
Circuit Court for 
Holmes County, 
Florida, Probate 

FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 
30 DAYS AFTER THE 
DATE OF SERVICE 
OF A COPY OF THIS 
NOTICE ON THEM.

All other 
creditors of the 
decedent and other 
persons having 
claims or demands 
against decedent’s 
estate must fi le 
their claims with 
this court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN FLORIDA 
STATUTES SECTION 
733.702 WILL BE 
FOREVER BARRED.

Telephone: (850) 
432-4368 Fax: (877) 
829-6329 E-Mail: 
EFILING@QLAW-
FLORIDA.COM

REGINA FISHER 
150 Judah Ave Boni-
fay, FL 32425

August 16, 23, 
2023

000103
NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS

The administra-
tion of the Estate of 
Jimmie Lane Helms, 
deceased, whose 
death date was 
April 7, 2020, File 
Number 2022-CP-
000124, is pending 
in the Circuit Court 
for Holmes County, 

LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING LEGAL ADVERTISING

Division, the ad-
dress of which is 
201 N Oklahoma St, 
Bonifay, FL 32425. 
The names and 
addresses of the 
personal repre-
sentative and the 
personal represen-
tative’s attorney 
are set forth below.

All creditors 
of the decedent 
and other persons 
having claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s estate 
on whom a copy 
of this notice is re-
quired to be served 
must fi le their 
claims with this 
court ON OR BE-
FORE THE LATER OF 
3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE TIME OF THE 

Classif iedsHolmes 
County

LEGAL ADVERTISING
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My name is Buddy, 
and I am a single 
boxer not looking for 
a fi ght. I am a brown 
and white boxer mix 
who is approximately 
2-3 years old and 
weighs around 35-
40lbs. 

Sometimes, you are 
just in the wrong 
place at the wrong 
time. I guess that was 
my problem since 
I spent most of  my 
young life tied to a 
tree. My previous 
family just didn’t 
have the time to 
spend with an ener-
getic young pup, so 
they tied me up to 
keep me from run-

ning away.  
A nice lady rescued 

and placed me in a 
foster home with 
other animals. I love 
playing with the dogs 
and cats here, but I 
would really like a 
place to call my own. 
I also love kids, so if  
you have children, 
that would really 
make me happy.

My foster mom says 
I’m really a good boy 
and gives me treats. I 
like treats.

I’m a typical boxer, 
full of  spirit and ener-
gy, so a fenced in yard 
where I can run and 
romp is a must. I will 
need some training, 

but Boxers are smart 
and learn quickly. 

I am currently up 
to date with my need-
ed vaccines but will 
need to be neutered. 
That can be arranged 
when you adopt me.  

If  you are inter-
ested in adopting 
me or any other of  
my friends, contact 
Kim Bell at BARRK 
Rescue, 850-768-0157 
in Bonifay.

Lonely Paws Club 
is a weekly feature to 
help shelter animals 
fi nd a loving home, 
brought to you by Paw 
Barn Pet Resort and 
Kent Smith Group.

Lonely Paws Club

Hazel is looking for 
her furever home. [NAN 
THOMPSON | The News and 
Advertiser] 

Mapping the future of agriculture

BROOKS
From Page 7B

The demand for food 
is directly related to 
population growth. 
By 2050, food needs 
are expected to dou-
ble, according to a 
study published in the 
journal Agricultural 
Economics. That puts 
increasing pressure 
on the agricultural 
sector to meet grow-
ing demand. However, 
many experts think 
the industry will fall 
short.

In addition to in-
creased food demand, 
consumer habits, tech-
nology, and policies 
continue to force the 
agricultural industry 
to evolve. Indeed, the 
agricultural sector 
may look very differ-
ent in the future.

Bigger digital foot-
print

Social media has 
transformed many 
industries, and it can 

do the same for agri-
culture. 

Fa r m i n g  s u p p ly 
chains can communi-
cate with one another 
by getting feedback 
from customers in 
real time through so-
cial media. However, 
agricultural opera-
tions will have to de-
vote teams to manage 
social media pres-
ence, especially since 
misinformation is so 
widespread on social 
media.

Apart from social 
media, local farmers 
may increase their ef-
forts to utilize mobile 
apps and direct-to-
consumer purchas-
ing options. The glob-
al pandemic helped 
businesses reimagine 
takeout and curbside 
shopping. 

Local farms may 
want to market to 
the home-shopping 
community, provid-
ing ways to deliver 

produce, fresh meat 
and poultry and other 
items direct to custom-
ers’ homes.

Regenerative agri-
culture

T he future  may 
feature a signifi cant 
shift in the way farms 
source their ingredi-
ents. Regeneration 
International says that 
regenerative agricul-
ture can be the future. 

This describes farm-
ing and grazing prac-
tices that may help re-
verse climate change 
by rebuilding soil or-
ganic matter and re-
storing degraded soil 
biodiversity. 

Some insist that 
farmers who utilize 
regenerative agricul-
ture produce food that 
is more sustainable 
and healthy. 

This is something 
eco- and health-con-
scious consumers can 
stand behind.

Technological ad-
vancement

T h e r e ’ s  a  g o o d 
chance that technol-
ogy will continue to 
play important and 
growing roles in farm-
ing operations. New 
agricultural technolo-
gies can collect data on 
soil and plant health 
and produce results 
in real time. Precision 

farming technology 
can be developed to 
deliver integrated so-
lutions no matter the 
size of  the operation.

Shift in what’s grown
Farmers may give 

more thought to sus-
tainable products. 
Crops like hemp and 
cannabis are being 
utilized in new and 

innovative ways, and 
they’re only the start 
as consumers have 
expanded their views 
on plant-based foods 
and products.

While there’s no way 
to see into the future, 
individuals can an-
ticipate changes that 
could be in store for 
the agricultural sector 
in the decades ahead.

STAFF REPORT

and the average pastor 
is age 60. I’ve known 
pastors in their late 
70s and 80s, including 
the late, great Charles 
Stanley.

Though we’ve seen 
a number of  retire-
ments in recent years, 
other pastors have 
“stuck it out” for vari-
ous reasons. Some say 
they feel commitment 
and don’t want to 
leave their churches 
without leadership 
during this time of  re-
growth. Most pastors 
fi nd great fulfi lment 
in their ministries and 
don’t have overpower-

ing reasons to leave 
unless health issues 
surface.

Baptist pastors of-
ten joke that they 
move for one of  two 
reasons: the “pull” 
of  the Lord, or the 
“push” of  the people!

A friend involved 
in multi-denomina-
tional ministry told 
me, sadly, that some 
pastors “can’t afford 
to retire.”

Churches can help 
in this time of  change 
by encouraging their 
young people to con-
sider a call to ministry 
as a worthy vocation. 
And of  course, we’ve 
seen those other than 
young people commit 
to ministry. A local 

community college 
reported their median 
student age is 28. This 
shows it’s not just 
recent high schoolers 
who study for new 
careers.

C o n g r e g a t i o n s 
should offer service 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o 
members consider-
ing future ministry. 
This will not only give 
them valuable experi-
ence, but also be an 
investment in God’s 
work tomorrow. 

Michael J. Brooks 
is Pastor of  the Silu-
ria Baptist Church, 
Alabaster, Alabama. 
Contact him through 
the church’s website: 
siluriabaptist.com.

Tips to pick the right plants for your landscape

Veteran gardeners 
may know their land-
scapes well and be able 
to pick the right plants 
on their own. Novices 
may need a little help as 
they look to give their 
landscapes a whole new 
look. The following are 
some helpful tips to help 
homeowners pick the 
right plants for their 
landscapes.

• Conduct a site eval-
uation. A colorful land-
scape featuring an array 
of plants and fl owers can 
be eye-catching and add 
curb appeal to a prop-
erty. However, where 
plants will be planted is a 
signifi cant variable that 
must be considered be-
fore homeowners choose 
what to plant. The Center 
for Agriculture, Food, 
and the Environment at 
the University of  Massa-
chusetts Amherst notes 
that site evaluation is the 
fi rst step when picking 
plants. 

A number of  factors 
must be evaluated, in-
cluding light availability; 
water availability; ex-
posure to the elements, 
including wind and ex-
treme temperatures; and 
competition from exist-
ing vegetation, among 
other things. Document 
these variables prior to 

picking plants. For ex-
ample, take note of  the 
area you plan to plant 
to see if  it is full sun or 
partial shade, and then 
pick plants whose grow-
ing conditions align with 
those you observe.

• Look at more than 
looks. Aesthetic appeal 
might be what home-
owners most desire from 
their landscapes, but that 
appeal is only achieved 
when the right plants 
are chosen for a space. 
If  the wrong plants are 
chosen, they’re unlikely 
to thrive or they could 
threaten existing vegeta-
tion, thus compromising 
the overall appeal of  the 
property. Native plants 
can often handle local 
weather conditions, so 
prioritize natives over 
more exotic plants whose 
key attribute is aesthetic 
appeal. If  jaw-dropping 
aesthetic appeal is your 
top priority, speak with 
a local landscaping pro-
fessional about which 
natives can provide that 
without compromising 
surrounding vegetation.

• Consider mainte-
nance prior to plant-
ing. Maintenance is 
another variable gar-
deners must consider. 
Newly planted trees may 
require substantial wa-
tering until they’ve fully 

established their roots, 
and some homeowners 
may not have time for 
that. In addition, certain 
plants may require a 
considerable amount 
of  pruning in order to 
create and maintain the 
look homeowners desire. 
Individuals must be will-
ing to invest the time and 
effort necessary to main-
tain new plantings that 
require such diligence. 
If  not, look for plants 
that don’t require much 
maintenance while keep-
ing in mind that even 
low-maintenance plants 
still require some effort 
and attention.

• Consider local wild-
life. If  your lawn is 
routinely visited by lo-
cal wildlife, then look 
for plants that won’t 
look like a meal to these 
welcome, if  uninvited, 
guests. For example, if  
you routinely see deer 
lounging around in your 
backyard, look for deer-
resistant plants. This is a 
good way to protect your 
investment, of  both time 
and money, and ensure 
minimal wildlife traf-
fi c through your newly 
landscaped yard.

Spring gardens are 
awe-inspiring, especially 
when homeowners em-
brace various strategies 
for successful planting.
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