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‘Elephant in the room’

Washington Co. commissioners openly discuss FBI investigation,
select multiple contractors for emergency management services

COLLIN BREAUX
Cbreaux@kentsmith.biz

Ratherthanonefirm, the
Washington County Board
of County Commissioners
selected three contractors
tohandle emergency man-
agement in case of a hur-
ricane or similar disaster.

The board separately
voted to contract with
Wheeler Emergency Man-
agement Contractors, Met-
ric Engineering, and True
North Emergency Man-
agement Services.

Chatter has circulated
in the community that
Wheeler, the existing con-
tractor, is involved in an
FBI investigation-which
was referenced numerous
times by commissioners
and the public during the
commission meeting on
Thursday, Sept. 21.

“Let’s talk about the ele-
phantintheroom,” County
Attorney Matthew Fuqua
said during the workshop
on Monday, Sept. 18. “Ev-
erybody knows there’s an
FBlinvestigation goingon

with Wheeler or some of
the people going on with
Wheeler.”

The Washington County
News has been told about
an alleged investigation
by multiple sources over
the past year; however,
none of those sources have
been willing to go on the
record with that informa-
tion. Washington County
News has reached out in-
termittently to the FBI in
attempts to substantiate
the claims with the FBI's
spokesperson from the

Jacksonville Field Office
stating they can “neither
confirm nor deny” an in-
vestigationisunderwayin
Washington County.

“I don’t know what the
investigation entails,”
Commissioner Alan T.
Bush said. “I really don’t.
I asked where it initiated
from. All I was told was it
was initiated from a con-
tractor.”

Selection of the trio of
contractors came after

See CONTRACTORS, Page A7

WCBOCC talks
appropriations,
recognizes Jackson

DIANE M. MOORE
Dmoore@kentsmith.biz

The Washington County Board of
County Commissioners approved
three projects for appropriation
requests when they met in regular
session on Sept. 21.

County Administrator Jeff Massey
broughtforth the recommendations
for the requests to be made during
the 2024 legislative session. The first
projectisanew Washington County
Fire Department/EMS station in
Sunny Hills to support the growth
in the south end of the county. The
request totals $2.5 million.

The second project, which was
requested last year but not funded,
is for drainage mitigation at the
county annex. The request is for
$2.2million to complete the project.
The last of the projects is to finish
out the Dumajack Road project in
phase II at a total of $1.062 million.

Commissioners will make these
requests when the Legislative Del-
egation meeting with Senator Jay
Trumbull and State Representative
Shane Abbott comes to the county
on October 3.

Theboardrecognized Danny Jack-
son for his 30 years of employment

Gr)

Washington County Commissioners recognized Danny Jackson for his 30 years of service to the
county in the public works department. From left: Commissioner David Corbin, Chairman Tray
Hawkins, Commissioner Wesley Griffin, Jackson, Commissioner David Pettis and Commissioner
Alan T. Bush. [DIANE M. MOORE | The News and Advertiser]

with the public works department,
which he is retiring from.

“Thisisapleasure to dobut some-
thing we hate to see happen,” said
Chairman Tray Hawkins. “Thisman
has given back to his community
tirelessly and we cherish him. He is
leaving a huge hole for us to fill. He
will be greatly missed butis deserv-
ing of his retirement.”

In other items, commissioners
approved the waiver of a two-year
resubmission period for a land use
change application. The original
application wasnot approved by the
board or the Washington County

Planning Commission in August.

Theland use changeisforacreage
at Crystal Lake Drive and Highway
77fromresidential low toresidential
mediumandneighborhood commer-
cialforoneacre of the40total acres.

Commissioners were not in sup-
portof the plans brought before the
board and feared the change could
lead tounwanted types of domiciles
being placed.

“We are looking for growth,” said
Planning Chairman John Gay. “The
proper kind of growth.”

With the waiver of the waiting

See WCBOCC, Page A5

Holmes Co. looks
topulloutof 79
Corridor project

NAN THOMPSON
Nthompson@kentsmith.biz

During the Sept. 19 meet-
ing of the Holmes County
Board of County Commis-
sioners, District 1 Commis-
sioner Jeff Good said that
Washington County was
in agreement with Holmes
County relinquishing con-
trol of their interest of the
79 Corridor project to the
City of Bonifay.

At the 79 Corridor bud-
get meeting on Sept. 13, in
which Good was a voting
member, it was discussed
that Holmes County wanted
out and the City of Bonifay
was interested.

Bonifay City Clerk Rickey
Callahan asked that mem-
bers of the city be allowed
time to reorganize their

See HOLMES COUNTY, Page A5

Esto to revive Two-
Toed Tom Festival

COLLIN BREAUX
Cbreaux@kentsmith.biz

Asignatureeventin Esto
is gearing up to return
next year.

The small Holmes Coun-
ty town will hold the Two-
Toed Tom Festival again
on September 14 in 2024 at
John Clark Park.

The event recognizes
Two-Toed Tom, a legend-
ary alligator in Esto folk-
lore who is said to have
terrorized citizens in the
Florida Panhandle and
surrounding area dating
back tothe 1900s. The crea-
ture is so named because
he supposedly lost all but
two toes to traps and is
claimed-often tongue-in-
cheek-to still lurk in the
area to this day.

The celebration will fea-
ture alumberjack-themed
show by Timberworks
Lumberjack Show.

“They will put on a
great show and I am very
excited,” Town Clerk Ben

See TWO-TOED TOM, Page A5

Pate leaves behind ‘legacy of love’

DIANE M. MOORE
Dmoore@kentsmith.biz

On Labor Day, Melissa Pate’s
world was turned upside down when
her son, Tyler, was shot and killed.

Just one week after his 30th
birthday, Tyler Allen Pate, was
killed by a gunshot wound to the
chest from Matthew Ryan Peoples.
While his death is surrounded by
much controversy on social media,
Pate’s mom, Melissa, wants people
to remember the Tyler she knew.

B

said Pate. “He was never a bad kid.
He messed up just like we all do.”

be better for his children and his
family.

October of 2022 and had just come
home in July,” she said. “When he
got home, he went straight to work.
He started going to church, having

“Tyler made mistakes in his life,”

Pate says Tyler wanted to do and

“Hechecked himself intorehabin

ible study, and he gave his life to

the Lord. I hate that people didn’t
get to see that person. The people

that mattered did get to see it and
that is all that matters.”

Tyler was a father of three with
another on the way, two daughters
and one son ages 10,seven and two.

“He loved his kids more than =
anything,” Pate said. “The way his .
son’s (Xavier) face would light up
whenhesawhisdaddy wastheexact — - - =
same as Tyler’s would when hesaw . =~ =~
Xavier. The love between them was -
immeasurable.”

See PATE, Page A7

Tyler Pate is pictured with his youngest
child, Xavier. [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]
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CHS student killed, 4 others
injured in Collins Road crash

STAFF REPORT

A Chipley High
Schooljunior wasfatal-
ly injured Saturday in
a single-vehicle crash.

Thedriver,confirmed
by a Facebook post
from CHS tobe 17-year-
old Tyler Swearingen,
lost control of his ve-
hicle while traveling
eastbound on Collins
Road, according to a
reportfromthe Florida
Highway Patrol.

The single-vehicle
wreck occurred on
Saturday, Sept. 23, at
8:02 p.m.

FHPreportstwo oth-
er 17-year-olds and a
15-year-old sustained
serious injuries, while
another 15-year-old

sustained criticalinju-
ries. Those teens have
not yet been officially
identified.

The crash occurred
when the vehicle was
saidtohaveoverturned
after running off the
road. Swearingen was
ejected from the ve-
hicle while it was over-
turning, the FHP said.

“The loss of anyone
is difficult, but the
loss of a student is
something that feels
unthinkable,” said the
school in the social
media post.

Look for a tribute to
Tyler Swearingen in
next week’s edition, as
well as online at wash-
ingtoncounty.news.

Esto declines townwide mosquito spraying services

COLLIN BREAUX
Cbreaux@kentsmith.biz

Florida, including the Pan-
handle, is a place where
trucks sometimes go around
spraying mosquito repellent
to ward off the buzzing nui-
sance.

The Esto Town Council,
however,issayingnotodoing
that in 2023.

Councilmembers declined
to go forward with town-
wide spraying during their
monthly meeting on Tuesday,
Sept. 19.

Councilmember Garet Skip-
per supported not spraying
this year and cited financial
reasons as a factor, which
other councilmembers then
unanimously agreed with.

Council Vice President Josh
Davenport asked for input on
the matter from his peersonif

it’sbetter or worse mosquito-
wise when it sprays.

“I don’t have a good gauge
on this because of where
I live,” Davenport said. “I
live in a fairly secluded area
with woods and so I don’t re-
ally know exactly how that
works.”

Town Clerk Ben Tew gave
his perspective as someone
who lives in town-specifi-
cally, next to Dollar General
“with their drainage pond.”

“Ican certainly say in previ-
ousyearsthattherehavebeen
less mosquitoes,” Tew said.

“Ireally think thismosquito
spray does work.”

Tew further said he believes
there are more mosquitoes
this year.

The estimated cost for Esto
to do mosquito spraying is
around $1,000to $1,100 a year,

Last year’s property tax levy:
A. Initially proposed tax levy
B. Less tax reductions due to Value Adjustment

Board and other assessment changes........ $
C. Actual property tax levy

NOTICE OF PROPOSED TAX INCREASE

Friday, September 29, 2023

5:05 p.m.

at

Chipley City Hall-Council Chambers
1442 Jackson Avenue, Chipley, Florida

with spraying done about
once aweek. Mosquito spray-
ing lasts through October.

Should mosquito spraying
ever be done, people can re-
quest to be on a no-spray ad-
dresslistfor variousreasons,
including allergies.

In other news from the
meeting, Tew said the Holmes
County Tourist Development
Councilplannedtoeventually
shoot a highlight video in
Esto and surrounding areas
as part of tourism marketing
efforts.

Davenport said John Clark
Park needs upgrades, which
would hopefully be done in
a month and in time for the
TDC’s visit.

An air conditioning unit
at John Clark Park will be
repaired to address aleaking
air handler at a cost of $1,330.

FWC officials to expand
testing for deer disease

The City of Chipley has tentatively adopted a measure to increase
its property tax levy.

................... $ 1,194.925

(1.294)
................... $ 1,196,219

This year’s proposed tax levy......cceeeveeeeeee..$ 1,280,570

All concerned citizens are invited to attend a public hearing on the
tax increase to be held on

A FINAL DECISION on the proposed tax increase and the budget
will be made at this hearing.

Millage Per $1,000

BUDGET SUMMARY
CITY OF CHIPLEY
FISCAL YEAR 2023 - 2024

THE PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF CHIPLEY ARE 8.9%
MORE THAN LAST YEAR'S TOTAL OPERATING EXPENDITURES.

General Fund 7.0000
DEBT CAPITAL
GENERAL SERVICE PROJECTS ENTERPRISE TOTAL
FUND FUND FUND FUNDS BUDGET

ESTIMATED REVENUES:
Ad Valorem Taxes  Millage of 7.0000 $ 1,216,542.00 $ 127,228.00 $  7,401,279.00 $ - $ 8,745,049.00
Intergovernmental Revenue 2,710,679.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,710,679.00
Sanitation 0.00 7,575.00 280,000.00 1,084,725.00 1,372,300.00
Water 0.00 7,005.00 0.00 870,520.00 877,525.00
Gas 0.00 7,629.00 0.00 621,297.00 628,926.00
Sewer 0.00 133,745.00 856,081.00 1,464,255.00 2,454,081.00
TOTAL REVENUES AND OTHER

FINANCING SOURCES $ 3927,221.00 § 283,182.00 §  8,537,360.00 § 4,040,797.00 $ 16,788,560.00
Transfers In 15,250.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 15,250.00
Fund Balance/Reserves/Net Assets 471,796.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 471,796.00
TOTAL REVENUES , TRANSFERS &

BALANCES $ 441426700 § 283,182.00 §  8,537,360.00 § 4,040,797.00 $ 17,275,606.00
EXPENDITURES:
General Government §  4414267.00 $ 127228.00 $  7.401,279.00 $ - $  11,942,774.00
Sanitation 0.00 7,575.00 280,000.00 1,084,725.00 1,372,300.00
Water 0.00 7,005.00 0.00 870,520.00 877,525.00
Gas 0.00 7,629.00 0.00 609,797.00 617,426.00
Sewer 0.00 133,745.00 856,081.00 1,460,505.00 2,450,331.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 4414267.00 § 283,182.00 §  8,537,360.00 § 4,025,547.00 $ 17,260,356.00
Transfers Out 0.00 0.00 0.00 15,250.00 15,250.00
Fund Balance/Reserves/Net Assets 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
TOTAL APPROPRIATED EXPENDITURES

TRANSFERS, RESERVES & BALANCES § 4,414,267.00 $ 283,182.00 $  8,537,360.00 $ 4,040,797.00 § 17,275,606.00

THE TENTATIVE, ADOPTED, AND/OR FINAL BUDGETS ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED TAXING
AUTHORITY AS A PUBLIC RECORD.

JIMTURNER
News Service of Florida

Somedeerkilled dur-
ing two popular hunt-
ing days in December
must be tested for a
contagious disease fa-
taltotheanimalsasthe
state expands effortsto
limit the spread of the
disease.

The Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission said on
Tuesday, Sept. 19, that
deerkilled on Dec.9and
Dec. 10 in most areas
of Holmes, Jackson
and Washington coun-
ties must be tested for
chronic wasting dis-
ease at one of 21 check
stations before being
processed for food or
going to taxidermists.

“These counties com-
prisethe CWD (Chronic
Wasting Disease) En-
hanced Surveillance
Zone, and the FWC
(Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission)
is prioritizing height-
ened surveillance and
regulations within this
zone to reduce the po-
tential spread of CWD
both within the zone
and throughout the
state,” Lauren Claer-
bout, a spokeswoman
for the commission’s
Division of Hunting
and Game Manage-
ment, said.

The disease is de-
scribed as similar to
mad cow disease, with
deer becoming ema-

ciated and often be-
ing found isolated and
trembling. While not
considered harmful to
people, the disease can
result in death within
four months to deer.

The testing details
were presented Tues-
dayduringameetingin
Bonifay. Another meet-
ingisscheduled Oct. 10
in Marianna.

The commission will
try to get as many
samples as possible to
meet testing goals.

“Wecangetsomedeer
outof season fromroad
kills. but the major-
ity of our samples will
come from hunter-har-
vested deer,” commis-
sion Deer Management
Program Coordinator
Cory Morea said in
Bonifay. “So, it’s really
important to get out
and hunt and provide
samples whenever.”

The commission is
asking people who see
sick, abnormally thin
deer, or deer dead of
unknown causes to
report the finds. Claer-
bout said it also is ask-
ing hunters to bring in
deer heads for testing
outside of the “check
station weekend.”

The commission is-
sued an emergency
order after a case of
chronic wasting dis-
ease was detected in
Junein a “road-killed”

See DEER, Page 7A

September 27, 2023

Washington County
Code Enforcement
Public Hearing Notice

Special Magistrate for William and April Strick-
land to be held on October 5, 2023 beginning at 1:30
PM CST at the Washington County Annex Building
located at
1331 South Boulevard, Chipley, FL 32428
in the County Commission Room.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Washington County Board of County
Commissioners

Washington County Board of County Commission-
ers is requesting bids for “Hardening of EMS Building”.
Bid specifications may be obtained by contacting
Kimberly Birge-Gorman at kbirge@ washingtonfl.
com.

Sealed bids will be received at the County Ad-
ministration office located at 1331 South Boulevard,
Chipley, FL 32428, Attn: Kimberly Birge-Gorman, no
later than 3:00 p.m. CST on Tuesday, November 1, 2023.
To be considered, the respondent must submit one
(1) manually signed original, three (3) hard copies
and one (1) digital copy on CD/USB Flash Drive (in
pdf) of the SUBMITTAL in a sealed envelope or pack-
age, clearly marked with the respondent’s name,
address, and correct corresponding bid number and
name.

Washington County Board of County Commis-
sioners accepts no responsibility for any expenses
incurred by bidders in the preparation of a response
to this bid.

ADA - Special Accommodations: Any person
requiring accommodations by the Authority due to
a disability should call Wendy White, Washington
County Human Resources Coordinator at (850) 415-
5151 at least five (5) days prior to any pre-response
conference, response opening, or meeting. If you are
hearing or speech impaired, please contact Wendy
White via the Florida Relay Service, which can be
reached at 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).

September 27, October 4, 2023
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Washington Co. Commissioners approve administrator contract

COLLIN BREAUX
Cbreaux@kentsmith.biz

missioners, until such time as his
employment is terminated by the

Should the board wish to termi-
nate Massey’s contract without

Jeff Massey will continue serving Board or he resigns as County Ad- cause, there would have to be “rea-

as the Washington County admin-
istrator.

The Washington County Board of
County Commissioners approved
a contract for Massey by a 3-2 vote
during a meeting on Thursday,
Sept. 21.

Massey has been in the position
since July 2017.

Under the approved agree-
ment, Massey’s contract continues
through 2025. He will receive a sal-
ary of $99,985.60.

“The Board agrees toemploy Mr.
Massey as the County Administra-
tor of the County on an ‘at will’
basis and at the pleasure of the
Washington County Board of Com-

ministrator,” the agreement said.

Washington County Administrator Jeff
Massey'’s contract was approved by the
Board of County Commissioners by a
3-2 vote on Thursday, Sept. 21. [COLLIN
BREAUX | The News and Advertiser]

sonablepriornotice of callingsuch
a vote” provided to Massey.

“Reasonable prior notice for
purposes of this agreement only
is defined as not less than 72 hours
notice before any meeting at which
the question of termination will be
discussed is called to order,” the
agreement said.

The termination date would then
be “not less than 30 days following
the vote.”

Massey would receive a sever-
ance payment equal to his salary
and benefits for five months and
lump sum payments for unused
leave and sick hours, as well as
continuation of health insurance

coverage at county expense for
150 calendar days following ter-
mination.

Non-renewal of a contract is not
considered employment termina-
tion.

Should Massey’s contract be ter-
minated with cause-reasons which
would include “grossnegligencein
the handling of County affairs” or
“willful violation of the provisions
of law”-the board can approve
severance pay but is not obligated
to the extent as if he were let go
without cause.

Massey must provide “not less
than 60 days’ written notice prior
to the effective date of any volun-
taryresignation, unlessthe parties
agree otherwise” if he wishes to
voluntarily resign.

Wausau wraps up budget, honors retiring clerk Margaret Riley

NAN THOMPSON
Nthompson@kentsmith.biz

Wausau Town Coun-
cil adopted an ordi-
nance on Thursday,
Sept. 21, closing the
final budget for the
2023-2024 fiscal year.

Throughout the
month of September,
the council held public
hearings regarding
the proposed budget
where residents could
talk about and view
the tentative budget
amount.

“Final numbers had
notchanged since they
had been published in
the newspaper,” Town

Clerk Margaret Riley
said.

The final 2023-2024
balanced budget num-
ber is $3,231,482.

In other Wausau
news, Mayor Roger
DaleHaganannounced
that Denise Spencer
will be taking over as
town clerk on Oct. 1.
Margaret Riley will
retire on Sept. 30 and
hand over her duties
after27yearsof service
to the city.

Animal control and
animal registration
onceagain camebefore
the council and will be
brought back up at the

Margaret Riley will officially retire from her role as town clerk after 27 years of service

October meeting. The
city is exploring ways
tocut costs and ensure
thecity stillhas animal
control.

The council will be
attending the Legisla-
tive Delegation meet-
ing in Chipley on Oct.
3 at the Washington
County Annex. The
town will present a
grant request to finish
the Possum Palace.

Also in October, the
city will begin offering
a non-potable water
source for businesses.
For more information,
contact the city at 850-
638-1781.

and hand over her duties to Denise Spencer, who will take over Oct. 1. [CAROL KENT | The

News and Advertiser]

Washington County Board of County
Commissioners Invitations to Bid

Washington County Board of County Commissioners is requesting bids for “De-

No. 2023-18

ployable Flood Panel Barrier System”.

Bid specifications may be obtained by contacting Kimberly Birge-Gorman at

kbirge@ washingtonfl.com.

Sealed bids will be received at the County Administration office located at 1331
South Boulevard, Chipley, FL 32428, Attn: Kimberly Birge-Gorman, no later than 3:00
p.m. CST on Tuesday, November 1, 2023. To be considered, the respondent must submit
one (1) manually signed original, three (3) hard copies and one (1) digital copy on
CD/USB Flash Drive (in pdf) of the SUBMITTAL in a sealed envelope or package,
clearly marked with the respondent’s name, address, and correct corresponding

bid number and name.

Washington County Board of County Commissioners accepts no responsibility
for any expenses incurred by bidders in the preparation of a response to this bid.

ADA - Special Accommodations: Any person requiring accommodations by the
Authority due to a disability should call Wendy White, Washington County Human
Resources Coordinator at (850) 415-5151 at least five (5) days prior to any pre-
response conference, response opening, or meeting. If you are hearing or speech
impaired, please contact Wendy White via the Florida Relay Service, which can be

reached at 1-800- 955-8771 (TDD).
September 27, October 4, 2023

WC Council on Aging looking for donations

DIANE M. MOORE
Dmoore@kentsmith.biz

Washington County
Councilon Aging (COA)
isahubforsenioractivi-
tieswith their communi-
ty center, day center and
othermonthly activities
for seniors. With those,
donations sometimes
run low and supplies
need to be replenished.

The day center pro-
vides respite care for
those with early onset
dementia in order to
give their caregivers a
needed break. COA pro-
vides snacks and drinks
for clients but are cur-
rently running low on
their favorites of each.

Their favorites in-
clude Hawaiian Punch
(any flavor) and sugar
free low calorie drink
mixes. Coffee, creamer
and soft style snacks
are alsoin demand. The

drinks and snacks are
shared between the two
centers.

Community Outreach
Coordinator Geri Cox
says COA offers many
activities, services and
trips.

“We have many excit-
ing things happening
here at COA,” Cox said.
“Asidefromourregular
monthly activities, we
have a five-day trip to
Biltmore House com-
ing up in October that

those interested can
still sign up for. We also
have a Christmas event
in December and food
trucks that come once
amonth. Maria’s Tacos
will be here on October
27, and we are excited to
have them.”

Monthly activities in-
clude bingo, a birthday
party, art classes and an
exercise class.

Donations can be
droppedoff at 1348 South
Boulevard in Chipley.
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Medicare enroliment options can he confusing. You don’t have to navigate them alone.
MEDICARE HEALTH

LES BROWN
Senior Life Specialist

Hey, my name is Les
Brown! No, not the “Les
Brown and the Band of
Renown” guy from many
years ago. And after see-
ing my picture you might
have thought you had
seen it on the Post Office
wall -not me! I am the guy
you probably saw sitting
in Walmart for the past 7
years helping people find
their way through the con-

fusingmaze of Medicare. I
amtakingadifferentroute
this year and will be focus-
ingmore on appointments
at your convenience and
in a quiet, more private
atmosphere. ButIfeellike
people should know more
about the person whom
they entrust with their
health insurance protec-
tion so let me share a little
of who I am and what led
me to this profession.
Iam anative of Panama
City, born a Navy brat
(which entailed moving
every few years) till my
dad retired and went to
work for Gulf Power at
the plant in Southport. I
played basketball for Mos-
ley High School and gradu-
ated in the 1st graduating
class (1975). I went on to a
small college in Atlanta
where I studied to become
aministerinthe Christian
Church. After serving
other congregations,I was
called toserveasmall con-
gregationin Bayou George
(Panama City area). Since

the church could notafford
a full time salary, I had to
find an additional occupa-
tion to make ends meet
(plus having 4 boys who
expected to be fed every
day). I did not want a job
just to make money but
somethingthatservedand
ministeredtoothers.Inev-
ery church Iservedin, the
seniorsalwayscomplained
about the confusion of
moving into the Medicare
arenasothatmotivated me
into becoming an agent to
help seniors get through
the Medicare maze! It has
definitely been a journey
of understanding the pro-
cess and learning the ins
and outs. But an enjoyable
journey because I have
been able tomeet and help
somany wonderful people.
In fact, I believe it is this
senior group that we have
tothank for makingusthe
greatest country onearth!

Well, hopefully after all
thatyouarestillawakeand
the mind hasn’t zoned out!
Overthenext8weeksIwill

be sharing some informa-
tion each week to give you
a better understanding of
the Medicare arena and
a foundation for walking
through it. It is some-
thing that can not be fully
graspedinonesitting (I've
had people with Doctor-
ates who were frustrated
with understanding it) so
hopefully these weekly
nuggets will add up to a
better grasp of what it is
and what works best for
you.

Weareenteringthe AEP
for Medicare that goes
from October 15th - De-
cember 7th. After October
1st(dueto Medicarerules)
I will have some fantastic
news to share with any
who are on Advantage
plans that will be a major
boost to their situation.
You are free to call me for
the info or set up an ap-
pointment to discuss this
awesome news.

Please be patient if you
donot getme on the phone
—just leave me a message

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

INSURANCE

WORKSHOP

Oh, No! It’s Medicare Time

WHEN:
WHERE:
TIME:

September 28, 2023

SPEAKER: Les Brown

* Medicare Basics

First of all, don’t stress out! Second,
come to a Medicare Workshop!

Holmes County Public Library Annex
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. (1 hour of i

Learn important information about topics such as:

Again? What Am | To DO?

ion and 1 hour for g

$CARE HEALTH INSURANCE

- VS
+ Medicare Part D

you

=+ And much more to help you choose the right plan for

MORE DATES AND LOCATIONS TO BE ANNOUNCED!
INFORMATION ONLY - NO SALES
Questions? Call Les Brown today at 850-643-1566

1EGA-TES-MKT2
HOSPITAL (PARTA) 03812016
MEDICAL (PART B) 03042016

and I'll call you back.
During the AEP, I hope to
be set up in several con-
venient locations around
town to meet with you or
to set up an appointment
at your convenience. This
promisestobeabetter year
for many seniors who are
struggling with inflation.

Ilook forward to meeting
you. God bless!

Les Brown is a local
resident who is passionate
about helping Seniors nav-
igate the often confusing
options during Medicare
enrollment. Contact him
at 850-643-15660r viaemail
at: lvbsackett@gtcom.net
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OPINION

Things I've never done

JASE GRAVES
Guest Columnist

A few days ago, my
wife and I were taking
our evening almost-
senior-citizen power
stroll, and the subject
of Hooters came up.
Yes, Hooters.

And I’ll tell you why
(even if you wish I
wouldn’t).

We were having a
good laugh because
someone on Facebook
had suggested that
ourlocalandrecently-
shuttered Bed Bath &
Beyond store might be-
come a giant Hooters.
(Pretend you didn’t
read those last two
words together.)

It was at that point I
realized and proudly
confessed to my wife
that I've never vis-
ited a Hooters restau-
rant. My self-righteous
gloating was soon si-
lenced, though, when
my wife announced,
“Well, I have. It was
a long time ago, and 1
was on a business trip.
Itobviously wasn’t my
choice.”

Iwas stunned, notso
muchthat my wife had
been served owl tacos,
or whatever it is they
have at Hooters, but
that she had done this
stereotypical “man”
thing that I'd never
done - and really have
nodesiretodo.(Imean,
who eats owls?)

That got methinking
about other things I
haven’t done in my
50-something-year-old
life, so I made a list

(even if you wish I
wouldn’t).

1. I’ve never been
duck hunting. My fa-
ther-in-law did take
medeer huntingonce—
back whenIwasdating
his daughter and he
was still trying to de-
cide whether or not to
let melive. Duck hunt-
ing actually sounds
kind of fun, except for
the getting wet, get-
ting cold and getting
up before noon on a
Saturday parts.

2. I’ve never been
to an escape room.
However, I experi-
ence something like it
every night when I try
to find my way to the
bathroom half asleep
in the dark.

3. I've never been to
a NASCAR, Formula
1, or drag race. I have
given all three of my
daughters driving les-
sons, so I'm good.

4.I’'venever watched
“Game of Thrones.”
(See number 2.)

5. I’'ve never been
fly fishing—-unless you
count those times I've
been sitting in a meet-
ing at work and dis-
covered, to my horror,
that my pants were
unzipped.

6.I’venever been axe
throwing. I did abuse
some pine trees with
those ninja throwing
stars as a kid, though.
(I grew up during the
1970s and ‘80s when
parents still allowed
kids to eat highly pro-
cessed meats and play
with sharp objects
unattended.)

7. I’ve never played
“Call of Duty.” (See
number 2.)

8. I've never been to
aTaylor Swift concert,
andI’dreallyliketogo.
I’'m actually on a wait-
ing list for tickets to
an upcoming concert
in New Orleans, but

See GRAVES, Page 5A
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Recovering From Covid

REDA ROUNTREE
Guest Columnist

Are you struggling
after contracting Co-
vid? Have your symp-
toms worsened weeks
or months later? I'm
right there with you.
I tested positive in De-
cember 2020 and have
been sick for years.
I’ve seen dozens of
doctors before find-
ing solutions and am
still learning, with a
months-longrecovery
ahead of me. Although
there’snocureforlong
Covid, there are ways
to manage symptoms.
Here are some things
I’'ve learned through
five hospital stays and
countlessdoctorvisits.
Improve your diet

Give up beer. Sacri-
fice coffee you always
grabbed before work.
Forgetfastfood. Forget
fried food (a hard one,
I know). Eat plenty of

vegetables and fresh
fruit. Switch up your
diet in a major way
and see if you notice
a difference.
Conserve your en-
ergy

It’s hard to slow
down. Even cutting
back on chores such
as laundry or cook-
ing can be difficult.
But now is the time to
count on otherssoyou
can get the rest you
need. Useawheelchair
for doctor’s appoint-
ments if necessary.
Floor exercises can
help you gain strength
without worsening
symptoms.
Get your allergies
under control

Covid causesinflam-
mation. If your body
is already fighting
inflammation because
of allergies, you need
to combat allergies as
muchaspossible. Take
histamine blockers
such asPepcid, Benad-
ryl or Zyrtec available
over the counter but
talk to your doctor
first.
Wear compression
garments

Are you having
trouble standing for
long periods of time
or experiencing dizzi-
ness? If you are, you

might be dealing with
symptoms connected
to POTS (Postural Or-
thostatic Tachycardia
Syndrome) which is
very common with
long Covid. Try com-
pression garments
— compression socks
andrunners’tightsfor
leg support will help.
Tackle brain fog

My grandparents
did the newspaper
crossword puzzle and
word jumble every
morning. I now real-
ize the importance of
mental exercise every
day, which will go a
long way toward Kkick-
ing brain fog.

There’s a game app
developed by scien-
tists to help improve
memory andattention
called Lumosity, with
a free version avail-
able. This isn’t a paid
sponsorship, thisisme
giving you real advice
as a Lumosity user
for over five months
and it’s helped signifi-
cantly.

Address your hard-
est symptoms first

Three common
symptoms of Long Co-
vid arelung problems,
exhaustion and brain
fogbut youmighthave
less common symp-
toms and not even

realizethosearetiedto
long Covid. Seizures,
hearing loss and di-
gestive issues are also
common.

Beforeyoumeet with
your primary physi-
cian, prepare a list of
five important ques-
tions and write down
your threemostsevere
symptoms. What has
changed the way you
function on a daily ba-
sis? Make these three
symptoms your big-
gest priority when
talking to your doctor.
Keep searching for
the medical profes-
sional who will be-
lieve you

This leads me to the
most important piece
of advice I can give
you — keep searching
for the right doctor
to help you. Find that
doctor who will listen
to you, address your
symptoms, and give
you hope.

Reda Rountree was
born in Dothan, Ala-
bama, and was raised
in Cottondale and Chi-
pley. Shecurrently lives
in Los Angeles and
spends summers with
her family in Washing-
ton County. She’s been
a Washington County
Newsreader since 1982.

Dressing up for Senate success

TOM PURCELL
Guest Columnist

I suppose it was
just a matter of time
before casual dress
hit the U.S. Senate.

Senate Major-
ity Leader Chuck
Schumer hastold the
Senate’s sergeant-
at-arms to no longer
enforce the hallowed
chamber’s informal
dress code, which had
required senators
and their staffers to
wear business attire.

Schumer’s direc-
tive appears to be
tailor-made for Penn-
sylvania Sen. John
Fetterman, who
prefers gym shorts
and hoodies over the
suits and ties male
senators have always
worn.

When Fetterman
first arrived at the
Senate, he attempted
to wear a suit and
tie — but looked as
uncomfortable as a
kidnap victim con-
strained by a strait-
jacket.

After being treated
for clinical depres-
sion, however, he re-
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turned to the Senate
in his favorite frump
duds.

To paraphrase
comedian Dennis
Miller, Fetterman’s
clothes make him
look like the kid who
taps the keg at frater-
nity parties.

As someone who
prefers slothful wear
over formal attire
— running pants, a
long-sleeved Pitt Pan-
thersshirtand frayed
sandals—I'm sympa-
thetic to Fetterman’s
situation.

Ononehand,Ithink
the Senate deserves
incredible courtesy
and respect. It is a
tremendous honor to
be among 100 of the
most accomplished
and powerful people
on the planet.

Senatorsmust hon-
or their colleagues
through their man-
ner, gestures, words
and dress — one
man’s comfortshould
never trump one’s
duty to show respect
to his colleagues and
theaugustinstitution
he represents.

On the other hand,
our culture sure has
gotten sloppy.

I recently found
an old photo of my
grandfather atabase-
ball gameinthe 1920s.
Heand theother guys
at the game were
sporting suits and
ties and fedora hats.

Pretty much ev-

eryone dressed up in
formal clothes when
they went to restau-
rants, movies and
Sunday Mass well
into the 1970s.

The Atlantic re-
portsthatournation-
al shift to casual wear
began in the mid-'80s
with tech companies
in California.

“Restrictive cloth-
ing worn for appear-
ances’ sake was inef-
ficient, and Silicon
Valley was all about
efficiency,” reports
the magazine.

Long work hours
writing computer
code gave way to tech
employees dressing
down in khaki pants
and button-down col-
lar shirts.

Casual Friday soon
loosened corporate
dress standards
across the country,
and that evolved into
casual day every day.

Now, thanks to co-
vid, we’ve become a
country of wrinkled
slobs who look like
we just crawled out
of bed.

Like it or not, we
are living in the hey-
day of frump, and no
publicfigure symbol-
izesfrumpiness more
than Fetterman —
whose bold stand for
slovenliness surely
motivated Schumer
to abolish informal
dress standards for
senators.

Schumer may rue

the day he made this
change, however.

It’s just a matter
of time before Mitt
Romney interviews
witnesses as he still
wears last-night’s
silk pajama top, Ted
Cruz casts votes in
cargo shorts, black
socks and scuffed
wingtips, and Bernie
Sanders filibusters
in the raggedy white
robegiventohimasa
gift 40 years ago.

Though I'm guilty
of frumpism, if [were
asenator’dembrace
the old saying “Dress
forthejobyouwant.”

I’d wear a crisp suit
andtieand makesure
my shoes were per-
fectly polished.

I'd do so for the
simple reason that
dress is a form of
expression and com-
munication — and
that “dressing like a
senator” will make
it easier for my col-
leaguestorespect me
and collaborate with
me than they would
with the kid who taps
kegs at frat parties.

Tom Purcell, creator
of the infotainment
site ThurbersTail.
com, which features
pet advice he’s learn-
ing from his beloved
Labrador, Thurber,
is a Pittsburgh Tri-
bune-Review humor
columnist. Email him
at Tom@TomPurcell.
com.

Have something to say?

Letters to the editor and comments on web versions of news stories are welcomed. Letters are edited only for grammar,
spelling, clarity, space, and consistency, but we ask that they be limited to 300 words where possible. Letter writers are asked
to provide a home address, daytime telephone number and a signature on your letter or comment for verification purposes
(none of this information is printed).

Letters may be sent to 1364 N. Railroad Ave., Chipley, FL 32428 or emailed to ckent@kentsmith.biz.

Questions? Call 850-638-0212
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TWO-TOED TOM

From Page 1A

Tew said during an
event update to the
Town Council during
their monthly meet-

Esto is gearing up for the
Two-Toed Tom Festival in
2024, which will feature a
lumberjack show and live
music. [COLLIN BREAUX | The
News and Advertiser]

ing on Tuesday, Sept.
19. “That was a big
accomplishment that
we have our major
entertainmentlocked
in.”

There will also be
live music, bounce
houses, and craft ven-
dors.

The Town of Esto
has also done work
on a Two-Toed Tom
paper mache mascot.

Tew and Council
Vice President Josh
Davenport discussed
how to handle park-
ing for the event, in-
cluding potentially

leasing or renting
a nearby area for
spaces.

“l spoke to the
[Holmes County]
Tourism Develop-
ment Council about
[the event] and they
are ecstatic about it,”
Tew said. “They see
this as a key benefit
for our counties.”

There will also be a
Two-Toed Tom float

Parade in October.
In other news from
the meeting, Daven-
portsuggested asmall
harvest festival be
held in town this fall.
Tew was asked to
put up a Facebook
post asking if anyone
isinterested in volun-
teering for the event,
though Davenport
said he will person-
ally hold the event if

Rental fees for John
Clark Park-particu-
larly when people
want to book an event
for a year out-was
also discussed.

The council ulti-
mately approved re-
quiring a $50 non-
refundable deposit
for eventrentals after
Tew brought the item
forth.

“There are some

that are way out,”
Tew said.

“As soon as people
have their reunion or
something, they want
to book for the next
year but that means
I’m putting down a
name for a date and
not getting any mon-
ey. If somebody else
comes by and actually
rent it, I say this fam-
ily and these people

HOLMES COUNTY

From Page 1A

board before taking on the responsibilities.
Holmes County will still fund the project for the
next five to six months until Bonifay takes over.

In other news from the meeting, the Florida
Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission also
tentatively approved the two and ahalf-acre site
at the Holmes County Sanitary Landfill with a
99-year lease on the property. All costs for fenc-
ing and surveying will be at no cost to Holmes
County. Any permanent improvements to the
property will be left on site.

Commissioners approved the submission of a
grant of $23,676 for the Holmes County Public
Library to ensure library services continue.

The moving of the Holmes County Sheriff’s
Office has been delayed until after the Holmes
County Rodeo. County Administrator David
Corbin said the Bonifay Police Department
might be interested in the building. Talks will
continue at the next meeting on Oct. 3 at 6 p.m.

Donnie Sellers of Florida Forestry Service
gave their annual report for fiscal year 2022-
2023, ending Sept. 30. There were 27 wildfires,

burning 213.51 acres.

The Holmes County Legislative Delegation
meeting will be held Oct. 3at 10a.m. at 107 East
Virginia Avenuein Bonifay. State Representative
Shane Abbott and State Senator Jay Trumbull
will be in attendance. The meeting is open to all
Holmes County residents.

WCBOCC

From Page 1A

period, the developer,
Nick Henderson of
Walton County, will
start from the begin-
ning of the process
and is expected to
bring back more in-
depth plans for the
site.

Commissioner Wes-

ley Griffin brought a
recommendation to
fill the District 4 seat
on the Planning Com-
mission. The board
approved the appoint-
ment of Carl Owensto
fill the position.

The Washington
County Board of
County Commission-
ers will meet again in
workshop at 9 a.m. on
Oct. 12.

in the Bonifay Rodeo need be. events on the books have this date.”
BUDGET SUMMARY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WASHINGTON COUNTY
FISCAL YEAR 2023 - 2024
THE PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET EXPENDITURES OF WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONS ARE 3.5%
LESS THAN LAST YEAR'S TOTAL OPERATING EXPENDITURES.
|
MILLAGE PER $1,000.00
GENERAL FUND 8.50
SPECIAL DEBT
GENERAL TRANSPORT REVENUE SERVICE TOTAL
FUND FUND FUND FUND BUDGET
CASH BALANCE FORWARD 925,638.00 1,654,535.00 6,832,101.00 9,412,274.00
ESTIMATED REVENUES:
TAXES:
AD VALOREM TAX 10,646,845.00 605,709.00 11,252,554.00
NON AD VALOREM TAX
SALES, USES & GAS TAX 2,707,540.00 2,015,835.00 113,000.00 4,836,375.00
BUILDING PERMITS 399,500.00 399,500.00
CHARGES FOR SERVICES 1,811,500.00 - - 1,811,500.00
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENU 4,594,926.00 1,093,267.00 |  104,712,820.00 110,401,013.00
FINES & FORFEITURES 3,000.00 221,500.00 224,500.00
MISCELLANEOUS 318,616.00 20,000.00 123,891.00 462,507.00
TOTAL REVENUES AND OTHER
FINANCING SOURCES 21,008,065.00 4,783,637.00 |  113,008,521.00 138,800,223.00
LESS 5% (1,004,122.00) (156,456.00) (30,286.00) (1,190,864.00)
TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES A 20,003,943.00 4,627,181.00 |  112,978,235.00 137,609,359.00
BALANCES
TRANSFER INS - 1,261,213.00 550,000.00 1,811,213.00
RESERVES 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
HOSPITAL 96,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 96,000.00
BALANCES 20,099,943.00 4627,181.00 | 114,239,448.00 550,000.00 |  139,516,572.00
EXPENDITURES/EXPENSES
GENERAL GOVERNMENT 8,478,468.00 611,292.00 9,089,760.00
PUBLIC SAFETY 7,448,849.00 6,155,180.00 13,604,029.00
PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 268,677.00 289,966.00 558,643.00
TRANSPORTATION 4,417,156.00 |  103,243,786.00 107,660,942.00
ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT 864,118.00 2,323,421.00 3,187,539.00
HUMAN RESERVICES 741,910.00 130,017.00 871,927.00
CULTURE/RECREATION 164,686.00 652,791.00 817,477.00
CAPITAL OUTLAY - 310,025.00 242,405.00 552,430.00
DEBT SERVICE 75,000.00 12,000.00 550,000.00 637,000.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES/EXPENSE  18,041,708.00 4,727,181.00 |  113,660,858.00 550,000.00 |  136,979,747.00
CONTINGENCY 249,522.00 - 476,090.00 725,612.00
TOTAL APPROPRIATED
EXPENDITURES AND CONTINGEI  18,291,230.00 4,727,181.00 |  114,136,948.00 550,000.00 |  137,705,359.00
TRANSFER OUTS 1,811,213.00 - - - 1,811,213.00
RESERVES 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 20,102,443.00 4727,181.00 |  114,136,948.00 550,000.00 |  139,516,572.00
THE TENTATIVE ADOPTED, AND/OR FINAL BUDGETS ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED TAXING
AUTHORITY AS A PUBLIC RECORD. \ \ \

GRAVES
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I think it’s more of a
“yousad,sad man who
will never get tickets
and shouldn’t want
them” list.

9. I’ve never played
pickleball. I'm not ex-
actly sure what it is,
but if it involves food
eaten with pickles (or
food of any kind), I'm
in.

10. And speaking
of eating, I've never
had cauliflower-crust
pizza. I've tried to eat
raw cauliflower, which
reminds me of eating
a candle, and I eat my
own weight in pizza
aboutonceaweek. (See
number 2.) ButIreally
believe in keeping my
food groups separate,
so I think I’'ll pass.

So, there you have
it. Now that I've got-
ten all of this off my
chest, I know I'll sleep
better — if I can find
my way back from the
bathroom.

Jase Graves is an
award-winning hu-
mor columnist from
East Texas. Contact
Graves at susanjase@
sbcglobal.net.

property tax levy.

on:

A. Initially proposed tax levy

and other assessment changes

C. Actual property tax levy

This year’s proposed tax levy

NOTICE OF PROPOSED TAX INCREASE

Last year’s property tax levy:

B. Less tax reductions due to Value Adjustment Board

October 2, 2023
5:05 p.m.

at

The Washington County Board of Commissioners has tentatively adopted a measure to increase its

All concerned citizens are invited to attend a public hearing on the tax increase to be held

Washington County Annex

1331 South Boulevard

Chipley, Florida 32428

A FINAL DECISION on the proposed tax increase and the budget will be made at this hearing.

S 9,353,740__
1,810

S 9,351,930

S 10,346,845
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Holmes County emerging as Class 1R threat

WMBB

The Holmes County football
team has emerged as the Pan-
handle’s team to beat in their
classificationthisseason, perfect
in games against Class 1 Rural
opponents.

“Being able to beat them and
playing in that game, knowing

that you beat them,” Holmes
Countyjuniorquarterback Col-
by Powell said. “It feels great.”
The Blue Devilsmade a state-
ment with the 46-36 win over
cross-county rival Chipley,
which is something Holmes
County hasn’t been able to do
over the last six years. They
followed it up with another

win over offensive powerhouse
Sneads.

“T feel like if we put the best
Holmes County Blue Devils
out there we’re going to have
a lot better than a good chance
in most games that we play,”
Holmes County head football
coach Kevin Womble said.

Holmes County football has

a reputation for building tough
players, but this year they have
theadded bonuses of depthand
talent.

“The big difference is this
year we've got a lot of talent to
go along with it,” Womble said.
“It’s not that they’re tough, but,
they don’t have a lot of speed
or they're tough, but they don’t

havealotof ability. We'vekindof
gotalittlebitof all of itthisyear.”
Asthetargetisformingonthe
BlueDevil’'sback,theteamisnot
letting the newfound attention
affect their game.
“Stayhumbleanddowhat we
have to do until we get to where

See HCHS, Page 8A

Vernon defeats Free
%

STAFF REPORT

The Vernon Yellow
Jackets overcame a 19-6
halftime deficit to defeat
the Freeport Bulldogs,
22-19.

Senior Ryan Scott led
the Jackets with 299 yards
of total offense and #10
sophomore Caden Ham- |
mock had a total of 6
tackles (2 for a loss) and
a fumble recovery for the
defense. .

The win improves Ver- [~
non to 2-2 on the season. |
The Yellow Jackets play |
at Holmes County (3-1) .
this Friday at 7 p.m. Look
for more photos online at |
washingtoncounty.news

port 22-19

o

The Chipley Hig

The Road to Recovery
Starts Here!

Providing Inpatient Rehab to Those in Need!

1360 Brickyard Rd, Chipley, FL 32428

After surgery, stroke, injury, or long-term illness, inpatient rehabilitation is often
essential. Typically, an inpatient rehab patient has been hospitalized, no longer
needs the same level of care, but isn’t quite ready to go home.

From needs including physical, occupational, respiratory, speech therapies and
more, we understand that every situation is unique, and are here to help our
patients reach their personal goals and maximum capacity for independent living.

Our fully-equipped rehabilitation facilities offer a friendly, comfortable setting for
recovery, all delivered with the care and compassion our patients deserve - right
here, close to home!

(850) 638-1610 www.nfch.org

ball team prevailed againth Bay High School byr
29-21 during a game on Sept. 22. The Tigers improved to 4-1 and will have the week off
for a bye week. [OFF MY FRAME PHOTOGRAPHY | Contributed Photo]

Tigers storm the Tornadoes
X ﬁ : ‘-:_'_r-}.,\ e |

CHS Lady Tigers
Volleyball host
Altha Wildcats

STAFF REPORT

In an exciting show-
down on the volleyball
court,the Chipley Lady
Tigers played host to
the Altha Wildcats on
Sept. 21.

Junior Varsity Match

The junior varsity
game began with a
dominantperformance
by the Lady Tigers in
the first set,winning
convincingly with a
score of 25-7.

The Altha Wildcats,
determinedtoturnthe
tide, fought hard in the
second setbuttheLady
Tigers maintained
their composure and
secured the set with a
score of 25-17.

Varsity Match

Moving on to the
varsity division, the
Chipley Lady Tigers
continued their im-
pressive form. In the
first set, they demon-
strated their superior-
ity withacommanding
score of 25-10.

TheWildcats put up
a spirited effort in
the second set, but
the Lady Tigers main-
tained their momen-
tum and secured an-
other win at 25-11.

See VOLLEYBALL, Page 8A

The Chipley Lady Tigers
hosted the Altha Wildcats
on Sept. 21. [CONTRIBUTED
PHOTO]
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DEER

From Page 2A

deer in Holmes County. The
positive test was the first
known case of adeerin Florida
having the disease, which has
been found in 30 other states
including Alabama and Mis-
sissippi.

No additional cases have
been detected in close to 200
deer tested since the Holmes
County case, but wildlife of-
ficials expect an increase in
deer deaths from the disease.
Directives from the commis-
sion will be reevaluated after
theupcoming hunting season.

Claerbout said the Decem-
ber weekend - the start of the

second phase of the “general
gun” season for deer hunting
in the Panhandle region that
includes the three counties
--- “is very popular for deer
hunting.”

“We also looked at harvest
reporting data from the last
few years to determine which
weekend would most likely
yield the highest number
of harvested deer from that
area,” Claerbout said. “Since
these check stations will be
fully staffed, weneeded to pick
the most effective time to do
thistoensurethat we’llbe able
to collect as many samples as
possible.”

Claerbout said the state
will also work with taxider-
mists and processors in the

three-county area and provide
drop-off freezers for hunters
so samples can be collected.

With no simple treatment or
vaccine for chronic wasting
disease, deer farmers have ex-
pressed concern that a single
positive test could require the
eradication of entire herds,
whichin some casesrepresent
millions of dollars in invest-
ments.

Florida has monitored the
issue since 2002, testing about
17,500 hunter-killed, road-
killed and sick deer.

In 2021, the state placed cer-
tain limits on importing deer
carcasses into Florida. People
can bring in deboned meat,
finished taxidermy mounts
and clean hides and antlers.

PATE

From Page 1A

Music was a passion
for Tyler who was al-
ways writing lyrics and
listening to music. He
loved his family and did
his best to set a good ex-
ample for hisnieces and
nephews.

“He didn’t want them
to go down the wrong
path, so he tried to steer
them in the right direc-
tion,” Pate said. “He
wanted them to be suc-
cessful, just like he did
his own children.”

Pate said the last cou-
ple of weeks have been

very difficult especially
with derogatory things
people are saying on
social media.
“Tylerisn’ttheperson
he is being made out to
be,” Pate said. “He was
a good person. We all
make mistakes, but he
didn’tdeservetobeshot.
Nobody deserves that.”
The hardest part for
Pate is never again hav-
ing Tyler kissher on her
cheek before he left.
“Henever left without
kissing my face,” Pate
said. “I will never have
that again. He was my
baby boy, and he forever
will be. Tylerleft us with
alegacy of love.”

CONTRACTORS

From Page 1A

Holmes County

The following arrests were made in Holmes County between
September 15 and September 21 as reported by the Holmes County
Jail. All subjects are considered innocent until convicted.

Arrest Reports

several other motions-including se-
lectingjust Metric as a back-up-failed
due to split votes. Bush recused him-
self from voting at one point since,
as a former Florida Department of
Transportation employee, he may
still be listed on Metric contracts.

“We just discovered Wheeler’s un-
der federal investigation,” Commis-
sioner Wesley Griffin said. “I just got
my concerns with that.”

Having a “bigger roster” is “not a
bad thing,” Bush said.

Not selecting Wheeler “at the end
of their term would be just a shame
that they didn’t finish it out,” Bush
said. “They’ve got all the history. Met-
ric’s a great company. True North’s
a great company. I have no problems
with that.”

Firms that responded to a request
for proposal for emergency manage-
ment services were ranked. Wheeler

Justin Wade Ward, 32,
Bonifay- VOP: Possession
of methamphetamine
[BPD]

Amanda G Miller, 27,
Graceville- Trespassing,
disorderly conduct
[HCSO]

William Ray Byrd, 38,
Titusville- DUI drugs
or alcohol first-offense
[HCSO]

Robert Allen Platt,

39, Westville- VOP:
possession or use of drug
paraphernalia x2 [HCSO]

Brian James Taylor, 37,
Bonifay- VOP: battery,
criminal mischief less than
200 dollars [HCSO]

Dequario M White, 32,
Chipley- VOP: possession
of methamphetamine
[HCSO]

Washington County The following arrests were made in Washington County between
September 15 and September 21 as reported by the Washington

ArreSt Reports County Jail. All subjects are considered innocent until convicted.

Andrew Fitzgerald Samuel David Bray, Demetrius Anthony Matthew Dewayne Patricia Ann Douville, Bobby Lee Dukes, 48, i i
Barnes, 34, Chipley- 33, Chipley- Producing Brown, 42, Homestead- Burgett, 32, Chipley- 54, Out of county warrant: = DeFuniak Springs- Alter wasrated the hlgheSt withan av.erage
Possession of weapon marijuana schedule | DWLSR third or Contempt of court: child Bay County VOP, out of or destroy physical score of 793, followed by Metric and

or ammo by a convicted [WCSO]
felon, possession of

marijuana with intent

to sell manufacture or

distribute, trafficking
methamphetamine more

than 14 grams [WCSO]

subsequent offense,
possession of weapon by
a convicted felon [WCSO]

support [WCSO] evidence, DWLSR, resist
officer: obstruct w/o
violence, possession of a
controlled substance w/o
prescription, resist officer:
flee/elude LEO while lights/
siren active, possession of
cocaine [WCSO]

county warrant: Santa
Rosa County VOP [WCSQ]

.

True North-which both scored 77.
Wheeler or any other interested firm
cannotbe precluded fromresponding
to a request for proposals.

During discussion about a second
contract, County Attorney Clay Mil-
ton said he was concerned the com-
mission was disregarding Wheeler’s
proposal “whoisthehighest-ranking
proposer.” Commissioner David Pet-
tis said commissioners can legally
choose who they want, regardless
N of scores.

“In my opinion, if you’re not going

— s

Christopher William Calvin Arthur Long, 55, Kristopher George Norissa Lee Mercado,, Tyler Lamont Oliver, 29,  Gavin David Owen, 29, . .
Lewis, 19, Chipley- Chipley- Lewd/lascivious  Macha, 46, Sunny Hills- 37, Vernon- Aggravated Chipley- No charges listed | Niceville- DUI drugs or to go with the hlgh score, you ne’ed
Smuggle controlled behavior: victim between | Battery [WCSO] assault with deadly [WCSO] alcohol [WCSQ] to express-on the record—why youre

substance into detention
facility [WCSO]

12 and 16; offender over
18, sexual assault by
custodian: sexual battery
victim over 12 but under
18 [WCSO]

u.

Tommy Ray Sullivan, Brandon Lee Charles
66, Chipley- Resisting Thomas, 30, Caryville-
officer: obstructing Possession or use of drug
without violence, DUI: paraphernalia [WCSO]
refuse to submit DUI test

after license suspended

[WCSO]

weapon without intent to
kill [WCSQ]

Dequario Mariquise Caitlyn Gabriel Williams,
White, 35, Chipley- 21, Graceville- Sale of
Resisting officer: obstruct = methamphetamine within
without violence, 1000 ft of a specified area
VOP: Holmes County: [WCSO]

possession of meth x2

[WCSO]

going with someone that is not the
high score,” Milton said.

Pettis said the difference between
Wheeler and Metric’s score was “less
than three points difference.”

“What puts Metric over the top
would be they’re our local engineer-
ingfirm,” Pettissaid. “That’s what we
like, to use our local people. They’re
readily available.”

With more than one contract in
place, the new contractors could
handle work related to new storms,
Bush said.

“We want to make sure we don’t
inundate one person,” Commission
Chair Tray Hawkins said.

Wheeler will continue their previ-
ous work, such as from Hurricane
Michael.

“There’sno way Michaelis goingto
be finished out this year,” Hawkins
said.

The contractors’ work will not
overlap.

“I’'m not asking for Wheeler’s
contract to be changed in any way,”
Pettis said.

WASHINGTON COUNTY, FLORIDA REQUEST
FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)

FOR EOC Food and Catering Services During Emergencies RFP No. 2023-01 REBID 2

Jessica Lynn Parrett, 34,
Caryville- Possession or
use of drug paraphernalia
[WCSO]

Dallas Wade Williams,
62, Bonifay- DUI: breath
alc content 0.08 or more
[WCSO]

Javaris Dwayne Works,
38, Caryville- Aggravated
assault with a deadly
weapon without intent to
kill [WCSQ]

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
WASHINGTON COUNTY

WASHINGTON COUNTY (Owner) is requesting Bids
for the construction of the following Project(s):

* [TB 2023-17: Countywide Miscellaneous Concrete
Construction (headwalls, concrete ditches, mitered
end sections, etc.)

Sealed Bids for the continuing services contract
will be received by the Washington County Board of
County Commiissioners at 1331 South Blvd, Chipley, Flori-
da 32428 until 3:00 PM local time on Tuesday, October 31,
2023, at which time the Bids received will be “pub-
licly” opened and read. The sealed bid submittal
shall include 1 original, 2 copies, and one electronic
copy on a USB flash drive. You may obtain electronic
Bidding Documents by emailing Kimberly Birge-
Gorman at kbirge@ washingtonfl.com. Questions
shall be emailed to Kimberly Birge-Gorman at the
email address above. The deadline for questions is
Friday, October 20, 2023, by 10:00 AM local time. It is the
respondent’s responsibility to determine if a license
is required in accordance with Florida Statutes
Chapter 489 and the Florida Department of Busi-
ness & Professional Regulation to provide services
under this contract. Neither Owner nor Engineer will
be responsible for Bidding Documents, including
addenda, if any, obtained from other sources. This
Advertisement is issued by: Owner: Washington County
Board of County Commissioners

Date: September 27, 2023 & October 4, 2023

Washington County plans for and responds to natural disasters and other emergency related crises. The
County is accepting proposals from qualified vendors for meal (catering) services in support of an activation at
the County’s Emergency Operations Center (EOC).

REQUEST Deadline: Sealed proposals to provide EOC Food and Catering Services will be received until 3:00 PM
CST, November 1, 2023, at 1331 South Blvd, Chipley, FL 32428.

The complete Request for Proposals information package can be obtained from Kimberly Birge-Gorman by
email at kbirge@washingtonfl.com. Washington County Board of County Commissioners accepts no responsibil-
ity for any expenses incurred by responders in the preparation of a response to this request.

LATE SUBMITTALS RECEIVED AFTER THE FOREMENTIONED DEADLINE DATE, EITHER BY MAIL, OR OTHERWISE,
WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED AND RETURNED UNOPENED. THE TIME OF RECEIPT WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE TIME
RECEIVED IN THE PURCHASING AGENT’S OFFICE. IT IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE FIRM FOR ASSURING THAT
THE SUBMITTAL IF RECEIVED IN THE HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE BY THE DESIGNATED DATE AND TIME. NO FAXED,
ELECTRONIC OR ORAL SUBMITTAL WILL BE ACCEPTED. FIRM/INDIVIDUALS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DELIVERY
OF ITS’ SUBMITTAL. SUBMITTALS RECEIVED AFTER THE SPECIFIED DAY AND TIME WILL NOT BE OPENED.

To be considered, the respondent must submit one (1) manually signed original, three (3) hard copies and
one (1) digital copy on CD/ USB Flash Drive (in pdf) of the SUBMITTAL in a sealed envelope or package, clearly
marked with the respondent’s name and address, and the words “RFP 2023-01 REBID 2 Food & Catering Services
During Emergencies “ addressed to:

Washington County Board of County Commissioners

c/o Kimberly Birge-Gorman

1331 South Boulevard

Chipley, Florida 32428

ADA - Special Accommodations: Any person requiringaccommodations by the Authority due to adisability should
call Wendy White, Washington County Human Resources Coordinator at (850) 415-5151 at least five (5) days prior
to any pre-response conference, response opening, or meeting. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please
contact Wendy White via the Florida Relay Service, which can be reached at 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).

September 27, 2023
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St baseball

The 2023 1A State Championship Baseball Team poses with their championship rings [DORI HOWARD | Contributed Photo]

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS AND

ADVERTISER

Philip Roundtree Sta-
dium was filled with ex-
citementandjoyashistory
was made before the home
football game against the
Bay High Tornadoes last
Friday evening when the
school’s baseball team
celebrated their first-ever
state championship win.

The much-anticipated
ring ceremony served as
areminder of the remark-

Washington

County

ableyearthegroup of play-
ers and coaches had. The
state championship ring
ceremony completed the
2023 season for the Tigers.

Each member of the
team received a personal-
ized state championship
ring. The roster of cham-
pions comprises players
from different grade lev-
els, showcasing the depth
and diversity of talent
within the team.

The coaching staff, led
by headcoach Andy Comp-

ton and assistant coaches
Jesse Carter, Ty Russ, and
Colby Cleveland, played a
pivotal role in guiding the
team to success.

The collaborative efforts
of the baseball staff Bob
Booth, Phillip Adams, and
Brad Adams were instru-
mental in achieving this
historic championship. A
special recognition went
outtoBryson Howard who
was named Player of the
Year, a testament to his
outstanding performance

throughout the season.
Additionally, Coach

Andy Compton was de-

servedly named Coach of

the Year, recognizing his

ning team.

of 2023.

leadership and ability to
mold a group of athletes
into a championship-win-

The players received
their championshiprings,
each one engraved with
their name and position,
State Champions, and
the championship year

VOLLEYBALL

From Page 6A

Determined tomaintain their
unbeaten streak, the Lady Ti-
gers finished the match in the
thirdset, onceagain triumphing
with a score of 25-11.

HCHS

From Page 6A

we want to get,” Holmes County se-
nior running back Jameson Bacon

said.

For Coach Womble, coming back
forhissecondstentastheheadcoach
of his alma mater the pressure for
success is on, but he gives all the
credit to those wearing the jersey on

Friday night.

“These guys are the ones out here
makinggoalline stands arethe ones
punch in from the one-yard line,”
Womble said. “T don’t get to do any
of thatanymore.Ijustcalltheplays.”

For the last two years, the Blue
Devils have made a second-round
playoff exit, butthisyear withalarge
senior class, they arehopeful totake
it further this season.

Holmes County has Friday, Sep-
tember 22 off but will be back in
action, hosting Vernonforhomecom-
ing on Friday, September 29.
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000322

NOTICE OF AP-
PLICATION FOR
TAX DEED Notice Is
Hereby Given FIG 20
LLC, the holder of
the following Tax
certificate, has filed
said certificate for
a Tax Deed to be
issued thereon. The
Parcel number, Cer-
tificate number and
year of issuance,
the description of
the property, and
the names in which
it was assessed are
as follows:

Certificate Num-
ber 21-00-00775

Year of Issuance
2021

Parcel

00000000-00-
3738-0001 assessed
to REBECCA HOPE
WOODHAM AKA RE-
BECCA HOPE CORBIN
MICHAEL SCOTT
CORBIN Description
293145.10RB731P
24 BEG NWC OF NE4
OF NW4, S 300’, E 440°,
N 300°, W 400’ TO POB
AS DESC IN ORB 731
P 24 AND PRCL DESC
IN ORB 802 P 409 AS
FOLLOWS: BEG NWC
OF NE4 OF NW4, E
440’ TO POB, S 300°, E
TO EXISTING ROW OF
OWENS COMMUNIT Y
RD, NE ALNG ROW TO
INTERSECT ION WITH
S ROW LN OF BRUNER
DA IRY RD, W ALNG
ROW LN OF BRUNER
DAIRY RD TO POB..
All of said property
being located in the
County of Wash-
ington, State of
Florida. Unless such
certificate shall be
redeemed accord-
ing to law, the prop-
erty described in
such Certificate will
be sold to the high-
est bidder ONLINE
AT WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.COM
on NOVEMBER 14,
2023 at 10:00 AM

CT. Lora C. Bell,
Clerk of Court,
Washington County
Florida By: Kelsey
Odom, Deputy Clerk

September 13, 20,
27, October 4, 2023

000323

NOTICE OF AP-
PLICATION FOR TAX
DEED Notice Is
Hereby Given FIG 20
LLC, the holder of
the following Tax
certificate, has filed
said certificate for
a Tax Deed to be
issued thereon. The
Parcel number, Cer-
tificate number and
year of issuance,
the description of
the property, and
the names in which
it was assessed are
as follows:

Certificate Num-
ber 21-00-00805

Year of Issuance
2021

Parcel 00000000~
00-4063-0000

assessed to WEN-
DLE W DOUGLAS

Description 35
41420 OR918 P 475
SW4 OF NW4 OF SE4,
NW4 OF SW4 OF SE4,
& ESMT. All of said
property being lo-
cated in the County
of Washington,
State of Florida.
Unless such cer-
tificate shall be re-

deemed according
to law, the property
described in such
Certificate will be
sold to the highest
bidder ONLINE AT
WASHINGTON.REAL-
TAXDEED.COM on
NOVEMBER 14, 2023
at 10:00 AM CT. Lora
C. Bell,

Clerk of Court,
Washington County
Florida By: Kelsey
Odom, Deputy Clerk

September 13,
20, 27, October 4,
2023

000324

NOTICE OF AP-
PLICATION FOR
TAX DEED Notice Is
Hereby Given FIG 20
LLC, the holder of
the following Tax
certificate, has filed
said certificate for
a Tax Deed to be
issued thereon. The
Parcel number, Cer-
tificate number and
year of issuance,
the description of
the property, and
the names in which
it was assessed are
as follows:

Certificate #: 21-
00-00068

Year of Issuance:
2021

Parcel: 00000000-
00-0201-0000

Assessed To:

MARY E PATRICK

Description:

164 1232.4 ORB
432 P 357 S2 OF SE4,
N2 OF SE4 S. OF H-
WAY LESS PRCL DESC
IN OR 242 P 2232, ORB
432 P 359, ORB 602 P
53, LESS SOUTH 934’
OF S1/2 OF SE1/4 AS
DESC IN ORB 677 P
166, ORB 1216 P 920.
ORB 1226 P 292

All of said prop-
erty being located
in the County of
Washington, State
of Florida.

Unless such cer-
tificate shall be re-
deemed according
to law, the property
described in such
Certificate will be
sold to the highest
bidder ONLINE AT
WASHINGTON.REAL-
TAXDEED.COM on
NOVEMBER 14, 2023
at 10:00 AM CT.

Lora C. Bell Clerk
of Court, Washing-
ton County Florida
By: Kelsey Odom,
Deputy Clerk

September 13,
20, 27, October 4,
2023

000331

NOTICE OF AP-
PLICATION FOR TAX
DEED

Notice Is Hereby
Given BETHEA
HUNTER, the holder
of the following Tax
certificate, has filed
said certificate for
a Tax Deed to be
issued thereon. The
Parcel number, Cer-
tificate number and
year of issuance,
the description of
the property, and
the names in which
it was assessed are
as follows:

Certificate #: 20-
00-03934

Year of Issuance:
2020

Parcel: 00000000-
19-1081-0011

Assessed To:

NAOMI W KEN-
NEDY

Description:

SUNNY HILLS UNIT
#19LOT 11 ORB 239 P
1531 BLK 1081

All of said prop-
erty being located
in the County of
Washington, State
of Florida.

Unless such cer-
tificate shall be re-
deemed according
to law, the property
described in such
Certificate will be
sold to the highest
bidder ONLINE AT
WASHINGTON.REAL-
TAXDEED.COM on
NOVEMBER 21, 2023
at 10:00 AM CT.

Lora C. Bell Clerk
of Court, Wash-
ington County
Florida By: Kelsey
Odom, Deputy Clerk
Publication Dates:
09/20/2023,
09/27/2023,
10/04/2023,
10/11/2023

September 20,
27, October 4, 11,
2023

000335

NOTICE OF AP-
PLICATION FOR
TAX DEED Notice
Is Hereby Given
COUNTY OF WASH-
INGTON, the holder
of the following Tax
certificate, has filed
said certificate for a
Tax Deed to be issued
thereon. The Parcel
number, Certificate
number and year of
issuance, the descrip-
tion of the property,
and the names in
which it was as-
sessed are as follows:
Certificate Number
17-00-00020 Year of
Issuance 2017 Parcel
00000000-00-0002-0067
assessed to ROY
BOSWELL GRACE-
LYN BOSWELL
Description 5 2 12
2.18 ORB 547 P 400
PARCEL DESC IN
ORB 547 P400. All of
said property being
located in the County
of Washington, State
of Florida. Unless
such certificate
shall be redeemed
according to law, the
property described in
such Certificate will
be sold to the highest
bidder ONLINE AT
WASHINGTON.RE-
ALTAXDEED.COM
on NOVEMBER 21,
2023 at 10:00 AM CT.
Lora C. Bell, Clerk of
Court, Washington
County Florida By:
Kelsey Odom, Deputy
Clerk

September 20, 27,
October 4, 11, 2023

000337

NOTICE OF
APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED
Notice Is Hereby
Given COUNTY
OF WASHINGTON,
the holder of
the following
Tax certificate,
has filed said
certificate for a Tax
Deed to be issued

thereon. The Parcel
number, Certificate
number and year
of issuance, the
description of the
property, and the
names in which

it was assessed
are as follows:
Certificate Number
17-00-00045 Year

of Issuance 2023
Parcel 00000000-00-
0007-0010 assessed
to ROBERT P
FERNANDEZ
Description 82 12
1.98 ORB 241 P 1195
BG 431.64’ N.,220.26’
W OF SEC OF NE1/4
OF NW1/4, RUN

N.396.71", W.
220.42’, S,3.94.96’,
E.220.19’ TO POB.

All of said property
being located in the
County of Wash-
ington, State of
Florida. Unless such
certificate shall

be redeemed ac-
cording to law, the
property described
in such Certificate
will be sold to the
highest bidder
ONLINE AT

WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.COM
on NOVEMBER 21,
2023 at 10:00 AM CT.
Lora C. Bell,Clerk of
Court, Washington
County Florida
By: Kelsey Odom,
Deputy Clerk

September 20,
27, October 4, 11,
2023

000338

NOTICE OF AP-
PLICATION FOR
TAX DEED Notice
Is Hereby Given
COUNTY OF WASH-
INGTON, the holder
of the following Tax
certificate, has filed
said certificate for
a Tax Deed to be
issued thereon. The
Parcel number, Cer-
tificate number and
year of issuance, the
description of the
property, and the
names in which it
was assessed are as
follows: Certificate
Number 17-00-00365
Year of Issuance
2017 Parcel 00000000-
00-1324-0000 assessed
to

HERRING EAR-
NEST &ETAL KEY

NATHANIEL %
MATTIE KEY

EARNEST HER-
RING

NATHANIEL
KEY

BERTHA
BAGLEY

RODELLA KEY
BROWN

DONTAVIOUS
JOBE SHACKEL-
FORD

Description 44 13
LOT 100’ N&S BY 50
E&W, IN SWC OF
E1/2 OF LOT 8, S1/2
OF NE1/4 ORB 536
P 14, ORB 687 P 203.
All of said property
being located in the
County of Wash-
ington, State of
Florida. Unless such
certificate shall be
redeemed according
to law, the property
described in such

Certificate will be
sold to the highest
bidder ONLINE AT

WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.
COM on NOVEM-
BER 21, 2023 at 10:00
AM CT. Lora C.
Bell, Clerk of Court,
Washington County
Florida By: Kelsey
Odom, Deputy Cler

September 20, 27,
October 4, 11, 2023

000339

NOTICE OF AP-
PLICATION FOR
TAX DEED Notice
Is Hereby Given
COUNTY OF WASH-
INGTON, the holder
of the following Tax
certificate, has filed
said certificate for
a Tax Deed to be
issued thereon. The
Parcel number, Cer-
tificate number and
year of issuance, the
description of the
property, and the
names in which it
was assessed are as
follows: Certificate
Number 17-00-00360
Year of Issuance
2017 Parcel 00000000-
00-1307-0000 assessed
to JUANITA NEAL
ESTATE %MONICA
WHITE

Description 4413
ORB 176 P 240 LOT
2,N1/2 OF NE1/4
BLK 20. All of said
property being locat-
ed in the County of
Washington, State of
Florida. Unless such
certificate shall be
redeemed according
to law, the property
described in such
Certificate will be
sold to the highest
bidder ONLINE

AT WASHING-
TON.REALTAX-
DEED.COM on NO-
VEMBER 21, 2023 at
10:00 AM CT. Lora C.
Bell, Clerk of Court,
Washington County
Florida By: Kelsey
Odom, Deputy Cler

September 20, 27,
October 4, 11, 2023

000340

NOTICE OF AP-
PLICATION FOR
TAX DEED Notice
Is Hereby Given
COUNTY OF WASH-
INGTON, the holder
of the following
Tax certificate, has
filed said cer-
tificate for a Tax
Deed to be issued
thereon. The Parcel
number, Certificate
number and year
of issuance, the
description of the
property, and the
names in which
it was assessed
are as follows:
Certificate Number
17-00-00323 Year
of Issuance 2017
Parcel 00000000-00-
1124-0000 assessed
to GERALDINE
BLOUNT Descrip-
tion 34 13 ORB
230 P 782 W1/2
OF LOT 75 C/H. All
of said property
being located in
the County of
Washington, State
of Florida. Unless
such certificate
shall be redeemed
according to
law, the property
described in such

Certificate will be
sold to the highest
bidder ONLINE AT

WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.COM
on NOVEMBER 21,
2023 at 10:00 AM
CT. Lora C. Bell,

Clerk of Court,
Washington
County Florida
By: Kelsey Odom,
Deputy Clerk

September 20,
27, October 4, 11,
2023

000344

NOTICE OF
APPLICATION FOR
TAX DEED Notice
Is Hereby Given
FRANK ZURICA, the
holder

of the following
Tax certificate,
has filed said
certificate for a
Tax Deed to be
issued thereon.
The

Parcel number,
Certificate
number and year
of issuance, the
description of the
property, and the
names in which
it was assessed
are as follows:
Certificate Number
18-00-01329 Year of
Issuance

2018 Parcel
00000000-00-4905-
0000 assessed
to WILLIAM
WILLIAM, SR
SUESAN WILLIAM
Description 35 3
150R 321 P267E
80’ OF LOT 9, BLK 9
ORB 353 P 423. All
of said property
being located
in the County of
Washington, State
of Florida. Unless
such certificate
shall be redeemed
according to
law, the property
described in such
Certificate will be
sold to the highest
bidder ONLINE
AT WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.COM
on NOVEMBER 28,
2023 at 10:00 AM
CT. Lora C. Bell,
Clerk of Court,
Washington
County Florida
By: Kelsey Odom,
Deputy

000349

NOTICE OF
APPLICATION FOR
TAX DEED

Notice Is Hereby
Given COUNTY
OF WASHINGTON
, the holder of
the following
Tax certificate,
has filed said
certificate for a
Tax Deed to be
issued thereon.
The Parcel number,
Certificate
number and year
of issuance, the
description of the
property, and the
names in which it
was assessed are
as follows:

Certificate #:
17-00-00549

Year of
Issuance: 2017

Parcel: 00000000~
00-2823-0000

Assessed To:

TEEJAY LLC

Description:

33513 0ORB909 P
248 LOTS 38,39,40,

R&L/A BLK A, ORB
1094 P 86

All of said
property being
located in
the County of
Washington, State
of Florida.

Unless such
certificate shall
be redeemed
according to
law, the property
described in such
Certificate will be
sold to the highest
bidder ONLINE
AT WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.COM
on NOVEMBER 28,
2023 at 10:00 AM
CT.

Lora C. Bell
Clerk of Court,
Washington
County Florida
By: Kelsey Odom,
Deputy Clerk
Publication Dates:
09/27/2023,
10/04/2023,
10/11/2023,
10/18/2023

September 27,
October 4, 11, 18,
2023

000350
NOTICE OF
APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED
Notice Is Hereby
Given COUNTY OF
WASHINGTON
, the holder of
the following
Tax certificate,
has filed said
certificate for a
Tax Deed to be
issued
thereon. The Parcel
number, Certificate
number and year
of issuance, the
description of the
property,
and the names
in which it was
assessed are as
follows: Certificate
Number 17-00-
01567 Year of
Issuance 2017
Parcel 00000000-00-
5958-0001 assessed
to EUGENE D REID
ESTATE %
SONDRA REID
BETTY ANN REID
PRICE ESTATE %
SONDRA REID
SONDRA REID
Description 11 4 16
ORB 198 P 255 LOTS
1-4 INC, BLK 34 S.
OF HWY, LOTS 13-
20 INC. BLK 34,
LOTS 11, 12, BLK
31 S. OF US 90. All
of said property
being located in
the County
of Washington,
State of Florida.
Unless such
certificate shall
be redeemed
according to
law, the property
described in such
Certificate will be
sold to the highest
bidder ONLINE AT
WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.COM
on NOVEMBER 28,
2023 at 10:00 AM
CT. Lora C. Bell,
Clerk of Court,
Washington
County Florida
By: Kelsey Odom,
Deputy Clerk
September 27,
October 4, 11, 18,
2023

000351

NOTICE OF
APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED
Notice Is Hereby

Given COUNTY OF
WASHINGTON

, the holder
of the following
Tax certificate,
has filed said
certificate for a
Tax Deed to be
issued

thereon. The
Parcel number,
Certificate
number and year
of issuance, the
description of the
property,

and the names
in which it was
assessed are as
follows: Certificate
Number 17-00-
05646 Year of

Issuance 2017
Parcel 00000000-08-
0476-0015 assessed
to ROBERT B
FREEMAN ESTATE

Description
SUNNY HILLS UNIT
#8 LOT 15 ORB 604
P 352 BLK 0476. All
of said property
being

located in
the County of
Washington, State
of Florida. Unless
such certificate
shall be redeemed

according to
law, the property
described in such
Certificate will be
sold to the highest
bidder ONLINE

AT
WASHINGTON.
REALTAXDEED.COM
on NOVEMBER 28,
2023 at 10:00 AM
CT. Lora C. Bell,

Clerk of Court,
Washington
County Florida
By: Kelsey Odom,
Deputy Clerk

September
27, October
4,11, 18,2023

000373

STORAGE TREA-
SURES, A SAFE
STORAGE, LLC first
lien holder, will
hold an ONLINE
PUBLIC AUCTION
at www.storaget-
reasures.com on
September 29th
or thereafter to
satisfy past due
rents. 09/29/2023
auction units X101
Caroyln Peterman
15280 E County
Road 8 Gordon Ala-
bama 36343. HO03
Lisa Smith 789 A
East Blvd. Chipley,
Florida 32428.
All household,
personal, business
goods, all boxes,
loose clothes,
electronics, and
any/all other items
contained in the
unit(s). Legal
Notice

September 20,
27,2023

000379

Washington
County Request for
Proposals (RFP)

for Old Spanish
Trail Printed Guide

The Washington
County Tourist De-
velopment Council
(TDC) is seeking a
qualified person
or firm to contract
for creation of an
Old Spanish Trail
printed guide. The
printed guide will
highlight the his-
toric and cultural
sites within Wash-

ington County. For
a copy of the RFP,
please send your
request to Heather
Lopez at director@
visitwcfla.com or
call (850) 638-6013.
This is a closed
bid. Electronic
submittals will not
be considered .
To be considered,
the respondent
must submit an
original and three
(3) hard copies in
a sealed envelope
or package, clearly

marked with the
respondent’s name
and address and
the words “Wash-
ington County OST
Printed Guide” . All
sealed bids must
be mailed to:

Washington
County Tourist De-
velopment Council

c/o Heather
Lopez

P.O. Box 450

Chipley, FL 32428

Or dropped off
at the Washington
County TDC Office
at:

672 5 th Street
Chipley, FL 32428

The deadline for
submittals is 3:00
p.m. on October 13,
2023.

LATE SUBMIT-
TALS RECEIVED AF-
TER THE FOREMEN-

TIONED DEADLINE
DATE, EITHER BY
MAIL OR OTHER-
WISE, WILL NOT BE
CONSIDERED AND
WILL BE RETURNED
UNOPENED. THE
TIME OF RECEIPT
WILL BE DETER-
MINED BY THE
TIME RECEIVED BY
THE WASHINGTON
COUNTY TDC OF-
FICE STAFF. IT IS
THE SOLE RESPON-
SIBILITY OF THE
FIRM OR PERSON
SUBMITTING THE
RFP FOR ASSUR-
ING THAT THE RFP
IS RECEIVED AT
THE POST OFFICE
OR WASHINGTON
COUNTY TDC OF-
FICE BY THE DESIG-
NATED DATE AND
TIME. NO FAXED,
ELECTRONIC OR
ORAL RFP WILL BE
ACCEPTED.

ADA - Special Ac-
commodations: Any
person requiring
accommodations
due to disability
should call Heath-
er Lopez, Director
of the Washington
County TDC at
(850) 638-6013 at
least five (5) days
prior to the bid
close date. If you
are hearing or
speech impaired,
please contact
Wendy White via
the Florida Relay
Service, which
can be reached
at 1-800-955-8771
(TDD).

September 27,
October 4, 2023

LAND/ACREAGE

1-Acre plot and
2-Acre plotin
Jacob City Florida
(850) 849-9338
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CELEBRATE

The search for the greatest SG&II‘BGI‘OWIS over

NAN THOMPSON
Nthompson@kentsmith.biz

Chipley wasinvaded
by scarecrows on a
Saturday morning.

Not just any scare-
crow but scarecrows
made by locals, old
and young. Theylined
the lawn at the Chi-
pley Pavillion on Sept.
23, waiting to be cho-
sen as the greatest.

The event, spon-
sored by the Chipley
Garden Club and
Washington County
Historical Society,
started their chal-
lenge and marked
the advent of fall last
month by placing
scarecrows through-
out downtown.

Winners were divid-
ed into youth, adult,
and business/club
categories.

Adult 1st Place -
In Honor of Military
- The Roberts Family

Adult 2nd Place
- Crow-Chet Lessons
- Joy Crawford

Youth 1st Place -
Cawfee Shop - Faelyn
Crawford

Youth 2nd Place -
Pumpkin Pie - Kinsky
Longo and Britton

Hammond

Business 1st Place
- Animal Control Offi-
cer, Jim Bob - City of
Chipley -Patty Tanner

People’s Choice
and Sweetest Award
- Emily the Cheer-
leader - Kayleigh
Longo and Maddelyn
Grantham

Garden Club Spe-
cial - Ms Sun-nee
Flower - Andrea Bald-
win

Funniest - Crow
Bar - Mike Crawford

Recycling - In Honor
of the Military - The
Roberts Family

Most Unusual - Ms.
Sun-nee Flower - An-
drea Baldwin

Most Traditional -
Tradition with a Twist
- Randy Carter

If scarecrows
weren’t your thing,
there were plenty of
vendors, food, and
even lead archeolo-
gist Tray Ernest, who
located the Holms’
Town earlier this year
in Washington Coun-
ty. Joining him was
historian and author
Dale Cox, who identi-
fied the Holms’ Town
site.

DIANE M. MOORE
Dmoore@kentsmith.biz

Each season, the Holmes
County High School Lady Dev-
ils Volleyball team reaches out
in the community and helps
someone in need. This season,
the team chose Dawn Draper
who is battling cancer.

Draper, a 1991 graduate of
HCHS, was diagnosed with a
rare low-grade ovarian cancer
and in May underwent open

abdomensurgery toremovethe

cancer. The first of six treat-
ments began in August with
hopes of remission.

The team held a cake auction
on Sept. 18, toraisefundstohelp
Draper with expenses. The fol-
lowing day, Coach Walton, La-
cie Trout, and Averie Edwards
presented Draper with a check
for $1,852fromthe cakeauction
proceeds.

Draper has driven a school
bus for Holmes County since

2007 and is said to be a caring
soul.

“Our community came to-
gether with love and compas-
sionforthisbeautifuland caring
soul,” fundraiser participant
Rhonda Trout said. “We are
so thankful for our small town
coming together to help one of
our own.”

Draper is the mother of two
daughters, Cora Stump and
CarleeBurrell, and grandmoth-
er to Brennen and Caroline.
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FOOD

A Stroll Down Peach Cobbler Lane

WHAT SOUTHERN FOLKS EAT

Stephanie Hill-Frazier
Guest Columnist

“Anappleisanexcel-
lent thing - until you
have tried a peach. “
— George DuMaurier

There is something
about using my grand-
daddy’s old cast iron
skillet to make peach
cobbler that makes
me happy. It’s an old
10” black skillet, shiny
with its seasoning.
Granddaddy used it
well; he was an avid
cook and was very good
at it. However, his so-
phisticated palate was
sometimes lost on my
little sister and me.

At the time, as chil-
dren, we thought some
of the things he made
were too odd. The
“weirdest” things I
remember were his
addition of black olives
to spaghetti sauce, and
hismaking buckwheat
pancakes with real
maple syrup instead
of white flour pan-
cakes with Log Cabin
brand syrup, like we
had at my house. Of
course, I would love
those pancakes now; I
still remember exactly
what they tasted like,
and I'd love to have
them straight off his
hot skillet today. I re-
ally like black olives
now, as well. If only I
could sit and enjoy one
of those meals with
him now; I wouldn’t
complain a bit.

Of course I can’t do
that, butIdofeel a con-
nection with Grand-
daddy when I use his
cast iron skillet now.
I make biscuits in it,
as well as cornbread.
It gives them both the
perfect, crusty bot-
tom. I pan fry steaks

in it occasionally, too,
with butter and on-
ions. Scrumptious, and
perfect when you can’t
grill outside.

One of my favor-
ite things to make in
Granddaddy’s iron
skillet is peach cob-
bler. You can make

this cobbler with other
wﬁ

fruits, of course, such
asblackberriesorblue-
berries. Perhaps even
apples! That would be
perfectin the fall, with
lots of butter and cin-
namon.

What I love most
about this cobbler
recipe is how rustic
it looks, and how nice
the crust turns out. Of
course, this cobbler is
also delicious made in
a glass baking dish;
I sometimes make it
in my 8x12-inch dish
when granddaddy’s
skilletis beingused for

making some other de-
liciousfood. The edges
aren’t quite as crusty
and wonderful as from
the skillet, but I have
yettohaveanyoneturn
downasecondserving,
so I think it’s ok.
Here’s the recipe,
followed by arecipe for
my homemade vanilla
extract. Now is the
time to make it, as the
holiday baking season

will be here before you
know it.

SECOND RECIPE
OF ARTICLE:

Next, I want to share
a recipe that you'll be
able to use all winter
longif youmakeitnow:
homemade vanilla ex-
tract.

Most of us who bake
go through a lot of va-
nilla extract. It makes
ourdessertstastefabu-
lous! However, it can
getexpensivetousethe
real thing. I choose not
touseimitation vanilla
extract, even though

Iron Skillet Peach Cobbler

Ingredients:

1 stick unsalted butter

4 cups peach slices (or other fruit)

1 cup sugar
1 cup plain flour

pinch of salt

1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 cup milk

Method:

2 teaspoons baking powder

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Place the butter in the skillet, and put in warm oven to

melt, for five minutes or so.

(Don’t let butter turn brown; keep an eye on it)

In a mixing bowl, combine flour, baking powder,
cinnamon, and salt. Use a wire whisk to combine it well.

Add to flour mixture sugar, milk, and vanilla extract.

Mix well.

Remove skillet from oven, and tilt it until all sides are
coated with the melted butter.

Pour melted butter into the batter,
and stir until well-combined.

Pour batter into hot skillet, and then pour peaches and
any juices they’ve released into the center of the batter.

Place in 350 degree oven, and bake until the top is
golden brown, or a cake tester inserted into the
center comes out clean. This may take up to an hour,

depending upon your oven.

Remove, let cool down a bit, and then serve warm with
vanilla ice cream, or homemade whipped cream on top.

it’s less expensive.
Why? Well, imitation
vanilla is made from
artificial flavorings,
some of which come
from wood processing
byproducts, and of-
ten contain chemicals.
And “vanillaflavoring”
is usually a combina-
tion of imitation va-
nilla extract and real
vanilla extract. Not so
great, really, though a

N O'E'n"' '

slight step up from the
completely fake kind.
All of that to say this:
if you are going to all
the trouble to bake for
your family, use the
best vanilla! Why add
morechemicalstoyour
family’s diet, or yours?
Here is the solution
to the expense, if that
is what is troubling to
you: make your own
pure vanilla extract!
It’s so very easy, and it
tastes wonderful. I've
been using the bottle I
made for nearly a year
now. Here’show I did it:

Peach cobbler recipe [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]

Buy a bottle of bour-
bon or vodka.

Buy three vanilla
beans per 8 oz. of alco-
hol. Now, it’s impor-
tant to know that buy-
ing them in the spice
aisle at the grocery
store is not at all an
economical way to pur-
chasethem.I'veseena
bottlecontainingone...
just one...vanilla bean
in the spice aisle and it
wasmarked $14. That’s
ridiculous.

I buy my vanilla

S—

beans online (search
Amazon or other shop-
ping sites for ‘whole
vanilla beans’) or at
World Market, where
they package them in
multiplesandsell them
at a much lower price.

Once I have alcohol
and vanilla beans in
hand, here’s how I
proceed:

Split the vanilla
beans with the tip of
a sharp knife, leaving
the top one inch un-
cut. Spread the beans
openabittoexposethe
interior.

LS

Drop the appropri-
ate number of vanilla
beans into your bottle
of alcohol, including
any seeds that may
have fallen out. Re-
member, about 1 bean
per eight ounces of
alcohol.

Close bottle tightly,
and place in a dark,
cool cabinet for two
months or so to steep.
Every once in a while,
give the bottle a good
shake, and put it back
in the cabinet.

By holiday baking
time, you’ll have more
thanenough of thebest
vanilla extract you can
use.You can replenish
these bottles, as well,;
you need not throw
away your vanilla
beans when the bottle
getslow. Justadd more
alcohol and let it steep.
See? Economical!

In addition to im-
proving your own bak-
ing,homemade vanilla
is a great gift idea for
your baking friends.
You can divide it up
into small mason jars
tiedup witharibbon, or
find some small bottles
to divide it among and
make your own labels,
etc. Have fun with it!

In just a couple of
months, you can make
your own pies, cakes,
cobblers, cookies and
other delicious baked
goods with your own
homemade vanilla ex-
tract. Enjoy!

Stephanie Hill-Fra-
zier is a writer, food
blogger and regional
television chef, whose
on-air nickname is
“Mama Steph.” She
grewupin Gulf County,
on St. Joe Beach, aplace
she will forever call
home. She is married
and has three young
adult sons who are
considerably taller than
sheis. Youcan findmore
of her recipes at what-
southernfolkseat.com
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79th annual Northwest Florida Championship Rodeo is coming to town

STAFF REPORT

TheBonifay Kiwanis
Club’s 79th annual
Northwest Florida
Championship Rodeo
issettobeheld October
5-7 at Veterans Memo-
rial Field in Bonifay.
Activities begin each
night at 5:30 p.m., with
rodeo events begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m.

Thethreenightevent
isaProfessional Rodeo
Cowboys Association
(PRCA) sanctioned
RAM Series Rodeo.
Events will include
barrel racing, bull rid-
ing, calf roping, steer
wrestling, and a new
event added this year:
breakaway roping. The
kids can take part in
thefun with stickhorse
racing on Thursday
nightonly, mutton bus-
tin’ and also new this
year: calf scramble.
Thelatter two will take
place all three nights.

The Rodeo Parade is
scheduled for Friday
and Saturday, October
6and7,at1p.m.

Thursday night is

kids’ night where chil-
dren 10 and under are
admitted free. Chil-
dren will be able to
meet Bucky the Bull,
as well as Jesse and
Woody from Disney’s
“Toy Story 2.”

The Holmes County
High School Drama De-
partment will provide
entertainment for the
night.

Friday night is mili-
tary and first respond-
ers’ night. Will Ban-
nister is headlining
the brand new Friday
night concert event
which will beginat5:30
p.m. Bannister’s song
“Find a New Home”
was released with the
new Clint Eastwood
movie “Cry Macho.”

Those in attendance
areencouragedtowear
red, white, and blue on
Friday night and will
have the opportunity
to participate in Fan
of the Night for special
prizes.

Tocloseoutthe week-
end, Saturday night is
the RAM Series Rodeo
Dress Your Best night.

Holmes County’s own,
Gunsel, will headline
the concert beginning
at 5:30 p.m. Chances
to win giveaways from
the 2023 Rodeo Spon-
sorsand Friendsof the
Rodeo are scheduled
throughout the night.

In their 10th year
providingthelivestock
for competition is 4 L
Rodoe.

Entertainment for
this year’s event in-
cludes:

-Bethany Iles and
partnerRiderKiesner—
trick riders extraordi-
naire

-Tim “Wild Thang”
Lepard and Team
Ghost Riders where
monkeysridingborder
collies round up sheep

-Buddy the Bull, a
2000 pound gentle gi-
antwaitingforaphoto-
op with everyone.

For more informa-

tion on the 2023 NWFEC |

Rodeo, visit the Bonifay
Kiwanis Club website
at www.bonifayrodeo.
com

Bethany lles and partner Rider Kiesner will entertain crowds with their trick riding show.
[CONTRIBUTED]

Third annual Eye of Hope Recovery Rally deemed success

Families of those lost walked the memorial lap at Westville Park during the Eye of Hope

Recovery Rally.[CONTRIBUTED]
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The foam machine was a hit with everyone in attendance, especially the children.

[CONTRIBUTED]

Eye of Hope Recovery Advocates have placed Narcan stations all over Holmes and
Washington counties. [CONTRIBUTED]

DIANE M. MOORE
Dmoore@kentsmith.biz

Eye of Hope Recov-
ery Advocates hosted
a recovery rally on
Saturday, Sept. 23, in
Westville Park.

The community
event is held to help
raise awareness and
provideresources and
support for those cur-
rently dealing with
or recovering from
not only substance or
alcohol addiction but
alsodomestic violence
and sexual abuse.

The event also
helped raise suicide
awareness and break
the stigma surround-
ing mental health is-
sues.

Event chair Saman-
tha Peacock and co-
founder of Eye of
Hope Recovery Advo-
cates said that Eye of
Hope was created with
the goal of educating
youth on the dangers
of addiction, aswell as

advocating for those
struggling with life
trauma.

“We advocate and
support, whether it’s
addiction, domes-
tic violence, sexual
abuse, suicide or men-
talhealthissues.” said
Peacock. “We also
hope to inspire the
community to rally
together, and let’s
face this epidemic
together.”

This year saw sev-
eral speakers, includ-
ing Wenonah Sorrell,
Steve Webster, Des-
tiny Melton and Tyla
Yates who each shared
their personal sto-
ries. Kalan Miller of
Cypress Springs was
the headline musical
act. 14-year-old Kiera
Howell also provided
entertainment.

At this year’s event
Eye of Hope, more
than 300 doses of Nar-
can were given out.

“While we do not
advocate the use of

illegal substances,
we do know that we
cannot change the
worldinoneday,” said
Peacock. “We do ask
you, however, toplease
have Narcan on hand
and never use alone.”

Abutterflyreleaseto
honor those lost from
addiction, suicide, do-
mestic violence and
impaired driving was
atouchingandbeauti-
ful way to remember
them.

“We are releasing
recovery into the at-
mosphere,” said Advo-
cate Tina Sloan.

The Holmes County
Sheriff’s Office grills
up burgers and hot
dogs at the rally each
year and this year was
no different.

“As long as there is
breath, thereishope,”
Sheriff John Tate said.

For more informa-
tion on Eye of Hope,
visit their Facebook
page at Eye of Hope
Recovery Advocates.

The daughter of Mlchael Spence touches her daddy’s face hanging on the wall of
remembrance at the Eye of Hope Recovery Rally. [CONTRIBUTED]
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Sip-n-Shop in Downtown Chipley was a chance for the community to come together and

have fun on Sept. 21. [OFF MY

FRAME PHOTOGRAPHY]

Lonely Paws Club
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I am Scout.

Do you know what
Scoutmeans? Iltmeans
the one to go ahead
of others to gather
information about
the enemies position,
strengths, and move-
ment. I am fit for the
job!

I’'m lean and low,
young, and ready to
alert you of coming
danger. You know,
things like the mail-
person, USPS driver,
and maybe even your
neighbor. Youcanhide
in the kitchen while I
bark at them to chase
them away.

I am a sweet
10-month-old dachs-
hund, boston terrier,
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»Scoutjis looking for; his forever home.
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and chihuahua mix.

My dad was a long
haired dachshund, my
mom was a boston ter-
rier/chihuahua. Even
with my crazy mixed
up parents. I think
I’'m adorable, so do the
people here at BARRK
Rescue.

Imightbelittle, butI
ammighty,asmyname
infers. Ilove food, toys
and of course a soft
bed. Your bed will do,
I don’t take up much
space, andIcan protect
you better.

While I get along
with all size dogs, I'm
not sure about cats,
since the place I live
rightnow doesn’thave
any...butIsuredolove
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people. I will require a
fenced-inyard solhave
aplace torun and play
and can’t run off.

I am up to date on
my shots, neutered,
and ready for my new
home.

If you are interested
in me or any of my
friendshereat BARRK
Rescue, contact Kim at
850-768-0157 or their
Facebook page atface-
book.com/barrkres-
cueinc.

Lonely Paws Club is
a weekly featureto help
shelter animals find a
loving home, brought
toyou by Paw Barn Pet
Resort and Kent Smith
Group.

PAW BARN PET RESORT

¥ 982 Hwy 90 Chipley, FL 32428
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Sin-n-Shop shines for
Thursday Night Lights

COLLIN BREAUX
Cbreaux@kentsmith.biz

Generally, Friday Night Lights
are a big deal in small towns,
where people come together to
enjoy high school football.

The night before local games
on Sept. 21, though, was billed as
Thursday Night Lights as part of

the Downtown Chipley Sip-n-Shop
community gathering.

The monthly gathering on
Railroad Avenue and Main Street
encourages people to come out,
enjoy live music, play cornhole,
and patronize local businesses
while street lights shine bright.
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Faith and the football field

CALEB DUNCAN
Guest Columnist

(Editor’s note: This is
the final part in a six-
partseriescalled “Faith
andthe Football Field.”)

Inthepastsix weeks,
we’ve looked at sev-
eral things that the
football field teaches
us about Christian
life: practice, purpose,
preparation, pain, and
passion. This week,
we cometoasixthand
finallesson: priorities.

Thisisadifficultles-
son I learned during
my senior year of high
school. As I prepared
for my final football
season, I intended to
lay it all out for my
senior year. I played
tight end on the right
sideand spentall sum-
mer getting ready.

“This is it. The last
games I'll ever play.”

YetasIstarted prac-
ticing with the team
for a new season,
something shifted in
me.

In my senior year
of high school, God

began to get a hold of
my life for the better.
My youth pastor was
pouring into my life.
My Dad was givingme
opportunitiestoserve
in our church.

I had fallen in love
with serving others
and getting my feet
wet in ministry, and
my passion for foot-
ball seemed to start
falling apart. I real-
ized that football had
become an idol in my
life.

As we drew closer
to the new season, I
began praying, and it
became clear that my
heart wasn’t in foot-
ballanymore. Football
took priority over my
relationship with God
anditstarted gnawing
at me. I felt God call-
ing me to something
different.

You’d think I would
finish my senior year
after spending 7-11th
grade playing the
game. ButIcouldn’t.1
wanted to spend more
time with friends, in
the word, and with
God.

Trust me, I am not
trying to sound ‘“ho-
lier than thou.” You
can be committed to
Christ Jesus and still
playfootball. Don’tget
me wrong! Yet for me,
the love wasn’t there.

Football wasanidol,
and I wanted to tear it
down. And God spoke

tomewhenIneededto
make some decisions.

Icalledmycoachone
night on the phone,
“I’'m in town. Can
we meet up? I need
to talk to you about
something.”

When I saw him,
he said, “So, Duncan,
you’re quitting the
football team?”

As I explained the
reasons why, he said,
“Say no more. We will
miss you, and you’ll
always be a part of
thisteam.ButIunder-
stand that you have
to get your priorities
right.”

There’s that word:
priorities.

As I explained to
friends why I wasn’t
playingfootball, some
just didn’t under-
stand. Some probably
thoughtIwasjustner-
vous about my senior
year.

However, my closest
friends understood
that God was doing
work in my life, and I
wanted to be sold out
for Him.

I'm not saying we
need to quit every-
thing we commit to
butthereare certainly
times to reevaluate
ourlivesandthink am
I worshiping my job,
my sport, my hobby, or
something else other
than God?

I missed football

See DUNCAN, PAGE 6B

A reason to celebrate
getting older — and older

SHERYL BOLDT
Guest Columnist

“Happy birthday!” I
saidtooneof theladies
I cared for when I was
a private caregiver.

“What’s so happy
about it?” Ms. Elaine
countered. “I'm an old
lady, getting older.”

I answered quickly
(maybe too quickly)
with my positive spin.

“But aren’t you glad
you’ve lived such a
long life?”

Atthetime,Icouldn’t
empathize with Ms.
Elaine’s sentiments.
I was a mere spring
chicken in my 40s.
Now, years later, I un-
derstand.

My mirror,initsnot-
so-subtle way, reveals
that another birthday
is fast approaching.
I’'m sure it means well
every time it nags me
about applying in-
creasing amounts of
anti-wrinkle creams
and making another

appointment to cover
my graying roots.

If T allowed myself,
I could easily dread
another birthday. Not
only because of the
physical part, but also
because of the dreams
Ifearmaynolongerbe
possible.

Do you ever feel this
way?

Remember when
you were a child? How
excited you felt about
every birthday? You
couldn’t wait to cel-
ebrate your special
day with family and
friends.

What if we returned
to that same celebra-
tory attitude - no mat-
ter how many candles
we have on our birth-
day cake?

“Yeah, sure, Sheryl,”
you say. “Wait until
you’re looking at 90
candles.”

Yet what would your
friend who’s dying
of cancer say about
another birthday? I'm
sure he or she would
gladly celebrate get-
ting older, and older
—and older.

I'm not trying to
force a Pollyanna at-
titude. (Believe me,
I'm also writing this
column for myself.)
Perhaps Psalm 25:1

(AMPC) can help us
with our perspective:
“Unto You, O Lord, do
I bring my life.”

When we pause to
remember who we’re
living for — who gives
us our life - we’re able
to look at ourselves
(and every day God
gives us) differently.

When I remember
to bring my life to the
Lord, I live that day
differently. Each time
I pray for His direc-
tion on how to use the
time He gives me, I'm
able to look forward to
each day.

Icanrestin knowing
He has a purpose for
mewhich continues...
and continues! Rather
than mourning lost
youthfulness, let’s re-
joicein each day as we
waitinexpectationfor
what God has planned
for us.

If you think about
it, no matter how old
we are, we’re going to
liveforeverin eternity.
So, we’re actually ...
merely spring chick-
ens.

Sheryl H. Boldt is
the author of the blog,
www.TodayCanBe-
Different.net. Connect
with her at SherylH-
Boldt@gmail.com.

Your Answer
for Skin Cancer.

¢ Topical Medication
WHY IT MATTERS.

It's simple. Between 40 and 50 percent of
Americans who live to age 65 will be diagnosed
at least once with either basal cell carcinoma or
squamous cell carcinoma, and we want to
make sure they have access to treatments.

We're here to offer our patients the right options
when it comes to treating all types of skin cancer,
including:

* Mohs Micrographic Surgery with a 98%+ cure rate
e Non-Surgical Superficial Radiotherapy (SRT-100)

e Excisional Removal

For our team, it all comes down to identifying the

most effective treatment methods to eliminate these
cancers, while at the same time, preserving as much
of each patient’s healthy surrounding
skin as possible.

y

LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT NORTHWEST FLORIDA
MEDICAL | SURGICAL | COSMETIC

850-233-DERM (3376)

Experienced Specialists.
Exceptional Care.

'DERMATOLOGY
SPECIALISTS
of Florida

Call us for an appointment or to learn more visit www.MyDermSpecialists.com

*If insurance pre-approval is required, scheduling may be affected.
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The Sons Of Asaph

MICHAEL J. BROOKS
Guest Columnist
Southern Baptists
chose the book of
Psalms for special
study afew years back.
When I preached from
book three, chapters
73-89, I learned about
Asaph who was a choir
director in the Jerusa-

lem temple.

Asaphaskedthought-
ful questions about the
prosperity of wicked
people, the suffering of
righteous people, and
the judgment of God.
Through it all, how-
ever,heheldresolutely
to his faith.

I've learned lessons,
good and bad, from
choir directors I've
known over the years.

Randy was a music
minister in my boy-
hood church. While at
Samford University,
we did youth revivals
around the state. Once,
Randy told merevivals
aren’t the way to get it
done.

“We should nail the
doors shut and get all
the church straight-
ened out before we
invite other peoplein,”
he said.

Ireplied that the fire
marshal would have
an issue with us nail-
ing doors shut, and
besides, I didn’t think
we’d ever get “every-
body straightened out”
in our churches since
it’s a never-ending
quest!

I worked with an-
other music minister
named Doug. I was a
student called to his
church to help the pas-
tor who’d been very ill,
and I remained a few
weeks after his return.

During those weeks
Doug invited me to sit

in the church office
withhimandtalk about
“churchbusiness” dur-
ing the Bible study
hour. It was actually a
gossip fest. I realized
later that I needed to
beinaBiblestudy class
and show my support
for this vital ministry,
not hide away in an
office.

I later worked with
John Atherton in
Selma, Alabama. He
taught me God de-
serves our best in wor-
ship, and John worked
to make it a beauti-
ful hour. After John’s
retirement, Gordon
Welch brought fresh-
ness and joy to our
church.

Dr. Betty Camp-
bell directed music

at Marion Presbyte-
rian Church when I
served there as her
Judson College col-
league. Beth Watters,
musicteacherinpublic
schools, directed music
in Suttle, Alabama,
wherelserved12years
after MPC called areal
Presbyterian pastor.
We’ve had Luther
Foreman, a retired
band director, at my
present church for
four years. We met
in college and I later
served as pastor of his
home church in Lee
County when I went
to graduate school.
Luther introduced me
to his dad, a deacon
in the church, and it
worked out wonder-
fully in those months.

AsaphexhortedIsra-
el, “Sing for joy to God
our strength; shout in
triumph to the God of
Jacob” (Psalm 81:1).

Singingtogetherhas
always been part of
vibrant biblical faith.

The modern descen-
dants of Asaph lead us
to sing joyfully to the
Lord.

With their help we
honor and praise the
wonderful God who
watches over us.

“Reflections” is a
weekly faith column
written by Michael J.
Brooks, pastor of the
Siluria Baptist Church,
Alabaster, Alabama.
The church’s website is
siluriabaptist.com.

FAITH EVENTS

AlphaZ Monthly Youth Pro-
gram “Kids in Action”
Eastside Baptist Church hosts a
local monthly meeting for youth,
withtwoseparateage groups. Ages
6-11inthe Alpha Generation group

and ages 12-17in the Generation Z
group. Bring your children to join
the youth fellowship on October
13, from 6-8 p.m. The church is lo-
cated at3385Roche Ave. in Vernon,
Florida. For more information
about this event contact Shawn
Sanders at 850-703-1722.

SUDOKU

OBITUARY

"As long as there is love and memory, there is no
true loss."- Cassandra Clare

DONALD J. SALLAS

Mr. Donald ‘Don’ J. Sallas, age
83, of Bonifay, Florida passed
away September 18, 2023, at Vi-
tas Healthcare in Panama City,
Florida. He was born July 17,
1940, in Holmes County to the
late Bryant Clayton Sallas and
Virginia Posey Sallas. In ad-
dition to his parents, Don was
preceded in death by his two
brothers, William ‘Bill’ Sallas
and Samuel Ralph Sallas.

Don proudly served his coun-
try asa100% disabled veteran of
the US Army. His commitment
to duty and honor during his
military service will always be
remembered.

For 34 dedicated years, Don
served as a Volunteer Secretary
with the Holmes County Fair As-
| sociation, contributing his time
and expertise to the success of
the organization. His unwaver-

ing commitment to this cause
! made a lasting impact on the
community.

Don was a man of diverse
interests and talents. He had a
passion for pottery, sharing his
skills through demonstrations
with studentsat Bonifay Elemen-
tary School. His nurturing spirit
extendedtoraisingrabbits, cows,
exotic birds, and tending to bees
and making honey.

In addition to hishobbies, Don
possessed impressive computer

skills and excelled in various
crafts. He found solace in fish-
ing and enjoyed friendly card
games. However, his greatest
joy was spending quality time
with his family, especially his
adored grandchildren, whom he
cherished dearly.

Donald J. Sallas wasnotonly a
pillar of the community but also
adevoted servantof faith. Hewas
an ordained deacon, dedicating
many years to the First Freewill
Baptist Church of Bonifay and
First Baptist Bonifay, where his
spiritual guidance and kindness
touched countless lives.

His devotion to family, and his
service to his community will
forever be remembered. He will
be deeply missed by all who had
the privilege of knowing him.

Don is survived by his loving
family, who will carry forward
his legacy of kindness, dedica-
tion, and love. Mr. Sallas is
survived by his wife of 63 years,
Fay Sallas; threesons, Frank Sal-
las and fiancée, Jennifer, James
‘Jim’ Sallas and wife, Brenda,
and Greg Sallas and wife, Bev-
erly; eight grandchildren, Alex
Sallas, Breanna Booker and
husband Bradly, Eli Sallas, Ty-
ler Sallas, Ian Sallas and wife
Kylie, Kylee Meachem, Anna
Meachem, and Jylian Sallas;
two great-grandchildren, Kai
and Huxley; several nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services will be held
2:00 PM Wednesday, September
20, 2023, at First Baptist Bonifay
with Dr. Shelly Chandler of-
ficiating. Interment will follow
with military honors in the St.
John Free Will Baptist Church
Cemetery with Peel Funeral
Home directing. The family will
receive friends one hour prior to
theservicefrom1to2PM at First
Baptist Bonifay.
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FUN & GAMES

See ANSWERS, Page 8B

DUNCAN

From Page 5B

that year. I would go
to the games and see
someone else wearing
my jersey number. It
was hard but God used
me during my senior
year of high school
for his glory and it was
a launching pad for
ministry in what God

Did I miss it? Of
course. Do I regret it?
Absolutely not.

If you can play foot-
ball, work your job,
and do some hobby
withoutitbecomingan
idol, then keep doingit,
and do it for the glory
of God...but never let
anything else become
a priority in your life
over your relationship

CLUES ACROSS
1. Superhigh frequency 39. Keyboard key
4. Sinatra’s ex-wife 41. Brief proposal
7. Unity 42. Gasteyer and Ivanovic are two
12. Not useful 44. Lunatic
15. One who mocks 47. Cool!
16. Teachers 48. Japanese musician
18. “Pollock” actor Harris 49. Successor to League of Nations
19. Fifth note of a major scale 50. Actor Diesel
20. A type of coalition 52. The Constitution State
21. Aircraft transmitters 53. Go back over
24. Where golfers begin 56. One long or stressed syllable
27. We all have them followed by unstressed syllable
30. Monetary unit 61. All of it
31. Calendar month 63. Seriousness
33. Pouch-like structure 64. Adds color
34. Winter sport tool 65.  kosh, near Lake Winnebago
35. Minneapolis suburb
37. _ student, learns healing
CLUES DOWN
1. Turfs 26. Ready to go
2. Handle 28. Khoikhoi peoples
3. Floating ice 29. Opera scene
4. Railways 32. Husband of Sita (Hindu)
5. Breathe in 36. A sign of assent
6. Neutralizes alkalis 38. Cutarug
7. Coenzyme A 40. An army unit mounted on
8. Make a mistake horseback
9. Tin 43. Satisfies
10. Parts of a machine 44. Austrian river
11. Midway between northeast 45. In a more positive way
and east 46. Religious creed
12. Prizes for victory 51. Brazilian NBA star
13. Great amount 54. One and only
14. Goodwill (archaic) 55. Street
17. Suspicion of having 56. Explosive
committed a crime 57. Gambling town
22. Signed one’s name 58. Public crier calls
23. Quake 59. Hard money
24. Exercise system _ -bo 60. Time units (abbr.)
25. Round Dutch cheese 62. Exists
wantedtodoinmylife. with God.

Everything else will
fade.

Caleb Duncan is the
Director for the West
Florida Baptist Asso-
ciation in Chipley and
holdsanM.A.in Ethics,
Theology, and Cul-
turefrom Southeastern
Seminary. Email him
at WibaDom@outlook.
com or follow his Twit-
ter @calebtduncan.
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COMMUNITY
EVENTS

GriefShare Week-
ly Grief Support
Group

AtFirst Baptist Bon-
ifay, a weekly support
group is available for
people finding hope
and healing after the
death of a loved one
and began on Sep-
tember 10. This 13-
week support group
will support healing
by hearing insights
from grief recovery
experts, meeting oth-
ers who understand
what you are going
through, receiving
comfort and support,
learning personal tips
for managing grief,
and discovering the
six signs of healing.
Themeetingsareheld

on Sunday from 2
p.m.- 4 pm. at First
Baptist Bonifay, 311
N Waukesha St., Boni-
fay, FL, 32425. The
last meeting will be
held on December 17.
Griefshareisfree and
refreshments will be
served.

For more informa-
tion contact First Bap-
tist Bonifay at 850-
547-2420, or office@
fbbonifay.com.
Spanish Trail Play-
house presents:
John, His Story

Performed Off-
Broadway in 1997,
around the country,
and regularly at A.D.
Players, John, His
Storybringstolifethe
seven great miracles
performed by Jesusin
The Gospel of John as
seen through the eyes
of ordinary people.
These moments of

S

Gutter
urgeon:

Residential & Commercial

5&6 Inch K Style
Seamless Gutters

Gutter Installation,
Repair & Cleaning’

comedy and drama
combine for a mov-
ing account of the
story of Jesus, re-
membered by his be-
loved disciple, John.
John, His Story brings
humor and fresh un-
derstanding to such
miracles as turning
water into wine, feed-
ingthe 5,000, and rais-
ing Lazarus from the
dead.

Come enjoy this
show in the Span-
ish Trail Playhouse’s
newly remodeled the-
atre! Show times are

Saturday, October?7,
2023 at 7 PM and Sun-
day, October 8, 2023 at
2 PM. Tickets are on
sale now at spanish-
trailplayhouse.com!
John, His Story is
presented by arrange-
ment with A.D. Play-
ers and directed by
Mil Cox.

How many books in our digital

library?
Ebooks: 47,882

Audiobooks: 3,631

Check out FREE ebooks or audiobooks

For more informa-
tion, visit the Spanish
Trail website or call
850-638-9113.
Andrew Elton Wil-
liams Family Re-
union

The 120th annual
Andrew Elton Wil-
liams Family Reunion
will be Saturday, Octo-
ber7,at Galilee United
Methodist Church,
located on Galilee
Road in Graceville.
Registration is at 9
a.m.,and theprogram
begins at 10:30.

For more informa-
tion, contact: Lamar
Faircloth at 850-547-
2275 or 850-326-3045.

Blues and Brews
Festival

The Florida Power
& Light Blues and
Brews Festival is tak-
ingplaceon Saturday,
October 14 featur-
inglive performances

by: Johnnie Marshall
Blues Band, Skyler
Saufley & The 99th
Degree, JC and the
Backscratchers, and
Blues Meet Girl. This
event will be from 2
p.m. to 9 p.m. at the
old park by the Old
Train Station.

Chipley’s annual
Trunk-or-Treat

On Saturday, Octo-
ber 28, Chipley will be
hosting their annual
trunk-or-treat event.
This is a fun and safe
way for children aged
newborn to 12 years
old the trick or treat
experience. If you
plan to attend, make
sure your child has
their favorite trunk-
or-treat bag with
them. This event will
be hosted from 4:30- 6
p.m. and is located at
Jim Trawick park in
Chipley

Address is 1544
North Railroad Ave-
nue Chipley, F1. Train
Station.

Wausau Commu-
nity Development
Club Fall Festival
and Trunk-or-Treat

The Wausau Com-
munity Development
Club will be host-
ing a free Fall Fes-
tival and Trunk-or-
Treat featuring food
and drinks, a free
haunted house by the
Wausau Volunteer
Fire Department, hay
rides, cake walks,
booths, face paint-
ing, s’mores, and a
costume contest! The
event includes free
parking, free food,
and free entry, and
takes place on Octo-
ber 28 from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. at the Possum
Palace in Wausau.

FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed & Insured

850-703-4105

Holmes

County

Cl

Washington
County
Public Library

with your Washington County Public
Library card and the Libby app!
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000091

NOTICE OF TAX
DEED APPLICATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, That IDE
TECHNOLOGIES,
INC., the holder of
the following certifi-
cate has filed said
certificate for a tax
deed to be issued
thereon. The cer-
tificate number and
year of issuance,
the description of
the property, and
the name in which it
was assessed are as
follows: Certificate
No0.453 Year of Is-
suance 5/29/2021
Description of Prop-
erty: 1215.00-000-
000-010.800 SEC:15
TWN:06 RGN:16
1 ACRE MORE OR
LESS LOCATED
IN THE SE1/4 OF
NW1/4 RECORDED
IN OR 118/480 DES
OR 166/671-673
OR DES 181/469
QC-OR362/252 WD-
OR442/634 Name
in which assessed:
BRENDA STILL,Said
property being
in the County of
Holmes, State of
Florida.Unless such
certificate shall be
redeemed according
to law the property
described in such
certificate shall be
sold to the high-
est bidder at the
courthouse door on
10/10/2023, at 11:00
A.M. DATED this
7/30/2023. Dates of
publication: 9/6/20
23,9/13/2023,9/20/2
023,9/27/2023.Sam
Bailey,Clerk of the
Circuit Court,Holmes
County, Florida
By:ACJ,Deputy Clerk

September 6,
13, 20, 27, 2023

000092
NOTICE OF TAX
DEED APPLICATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, That IDE
TECHNOLOGIES,
INC., the holder of
the following certifi-
cate has filed said
certificate for a tax
deed to be issued
thereon. The cer-
tificate number and
year of issuance,
the description of
the property, and
the name in which it
was assessed are as
follows:Certificate
No0.392 Year of Issu-
ance:5/29/2021.
Description of Prop-
erty: 0936.03-000-
000-017.000 SEC:36
TWN:05 RGN:15 1
ACRE SQ N OF ST RD
1IN SE COR OF S1/2
OF W1/2 OF W1/2
OF SE1/4 OF SW1/4
WD-OR362/439
WD-OR 411/875
WD-0R447/764 WD-
OR511/463

Name in which
assessed: KRISTY L.
GAINEY, Said prop-
erty being in the
County of Holmes,
State of Florida.

Unless such

certificate shall be
redeemed according
to law the property
described in such
certificate shall be
sold to the high-
est bidder at the
courthouse door
on 10/10/2023, at
11:00 A.M.DATED
this 7/30/2023. Dates
of publication: 9/6
/2023,9/13/2023,9/
20/2023,9/27/2023
. Sam Bailey,Clerk
of the Circuit Court,
Holmes County, Flor-
ida, By:ACJ,Deputy
Clerk.

September 6, 13,
20, 27,2023

000093

NOTICE OF TAX
DEED APPLICATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, That IDE
TECHNOLOGIES,
INC., the holder of
the following certifi-
cate has filed said
certificate for a tax
deed to be issued
thereon. The cer-
tificate number and
year of issuance,
the description of
the property, and
the name in which it
was assessed are as
follows: Certificate
No.170 Year of Is-
suance 5/31/2016
Description of
Property: 0531.03-
003-114-004.000
SEC:31 TWN:05
RNG:14 BEG 150 FTE
OF NW COR OF BLK
114, S 150 FT, E 50
FT, N 136 FT, W 50 FT,
TOPOB OR 243/329
Name in which
assessed: JANIE L.
JONES, EDDIS JONES.
Said property being
in the County of
Holmes, State of
Florida. Unless such
certificate shall be
redeemed according
to law the property
described in such
certificate shall be
sold to the high-
est bidder at the
courthouse door
on 10/10/2023, at
11:00 A.M.DATED this
7/30/2023. Dates
of publication:
9/6/2023,9/13/2023,
9/20/2023,9/27/2023,
Sam Bailey,Clerk
of the Circuit
Court,Holmes Coun-
ty, Florida By:ACJ,
Deputy Clerk.

September 6, 13,
20, 27,2023

000095

NOTICE OF TAX
DEED APPLICATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, That IDE
TECHNOLOGIES,
INC., the holder
of the following
certificate has filed
said certificate for
a tax deed to be
issued thereon.
The certificate
number and year
of issuance, the
description of the
property, and the
name in which it
was assessed are as
follows:Certificate

No.601 Year of
Issuance:5/29/2021
Description of
Property:
1409.02-001-040-
002.000 SEC:09
TWN:04 RGN:16
A PARCEL LYING
IN SW1/4 OF THE
NW1/4 AS DES IN
OR 113/120 DES
IN OR 158/153-154
WD-OR 434/698 WD-
OR439/427 Name
in which assessed:
POZO FAMILY
TRUST,Said property
being in the County
of Holmes, State
of Florida.Unless
such certificate
shall be redeemed
according to law the
property described
in such certificate
shall be sold to the
highest bidder at
the courthouse door
on 10/17/2023, at
11:00 A.M.DATED this
7/31/2023. Dates
of publication:
9/13/2023,
9/20/2023,
9/27/2023,
10/4/2023.Sam
Bailey,Clerk of the
Circuit Court,Holmes
County, Florida
By:ACJ,Deputy Clerk
September 13, 20,
27, October 4, 2023

000098

NOTICE OF TAX
DEED APPLICATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, That IDE
TECHNOLOGIES,
INC., the holder
of the following
certificate has filed
said certificate for
a tax deed to be
issued thereon.
The certificate
number and year
of issuance, the
description of
the property,
and the name
in which it was
assessed are as
follows:Certificate
No0.569 Year of
Issuance 5/29/2021
Description of
Property:

1334.04-000-
000-006.000 SEC:34
TWN:05 RGN:16
BEGIN AT THE NE
COR OF NW1/4 OF
SE1/4 AND RUN W
16 FT THS 300 FT
TH W 84 FT TO THE
NW COR OF TRACT
THREE TH S 326.9
FT ALG THE W LINE
OF SAID TRACT
THREE TH W 120 FT
THS 240 FT M/LTO
THE N’LY BANK OF
CHOCTAWHATCHEE
RIVER TH RUN E’LY
ALG N'LY RIVER
BANK TO A POINT
ON THE EAST LINE
OF SAID NW1/4 OF
SE1/4 TH RUN (FOR
MORE LEGAL REFER
TO TAXR.

Name in
which assessed:
INTERNATIONAL
TIMBER COMPANY,
Said property being
in the County of
Holmes, State of
Florida.Unless
such certificate

shall be redeemed
according to
law the property
described in such
certificate shall be
sold to the highest
bidder at the
courthouse door
on 10/17/2023, at
11:00 A.M.DATED
this 8/1/2023.
Sam Bailey,Clerk
of the Circuit
Court,Holmes
County, Florida By:
ACJ,Deputy Clerk.
September 13, 20,
27, October 4, 2023.

000100

NOTICE OF TAX
DEED APPLICATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, That IDE
TECHNOLOGIES,
INC., the holder
of the following
certificate has filed
said certificate for
a tax deed to be
issued thereon.
The certificate
number and year
of issuance, the
description of
the property,
and the name
in which it was
assessed are as
follows: Certificate
N0.348 Year of
Issuance: 5/29/2021
Description of
Property:

0909.03-002-
000-044.000 SEC:09
TWN:05 RGN:15 LOT
44 UNIT 17 DWL EST
OR-91/59 DES IN OR-
132/673 OR-108/9
WD-OR366/709
WD OR569/463
Name in which
assessed:JERRY
BASS, ANDREW
HAMMONDS, Said
property being
in the County of
Holmes, State of
Florida.Unless
such certificate
shall be redeemed
according to
law the property
described in such
certificate shall be
sold to the highest
bidder at the
courthouse door
on 10/17/2023, at
11:00 A.M.DATED
this 8/1/2023.
Sam Bailey.Clerk
of the Circuit
Court,Holmes
County, Florida By:
ACJ,Deputy Clerk

September 13, 20,
27, October 4, 2023

000101
NOTICE OF TAX
DEED APPLICATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, That IDE
TECHNOLOGIES,
INC., the holder
of the following
certificate has filed
said certificate for
a tax deed to be
issued thereon.
The certificate
number and year
of issuance, the
description of
the property,
and the name
in which it was
assessed are as
follows:Certificate

No0.570 Year of
Issuance:5/29/2021
Description of
Property:
1334.04-001-002-
373.000 SEC:34
TWN:05 RGN:16
LOT 373 UNIT 2 CRC
OR-206/168 OR-
263/990 OR-274/345
OR-259/182 OR-
288/214 OR-289/367
WD-0OR343/418
OR-343/519 WD-
OR359/167 LIFE/EST
WD-OR368/111QC-
OR478/51 Name in
which assessed:
CARL L.

DELONG, DAVID
MESSERSCHMIDT,
DAVID RIEHL,DEAN
R. HOLBROOK,
JAMES F. RIEHL.
Said property being
in the County of
Holmes, State of
Florida.Unless
such certificate
shall be redeemed
according to

law the property
described in such
certificate shall be
sold to the highest
bidder at the
courthouse door
on 10/17/2023, at
11:00 A.M. DATED
this 8/4/2023..

Sam Bailey,Clerk
of the Circuit
Court,Holmes
County, Florida
By:ACJ, Deputy
Clerk

September 13, 20,
27, October 4, 2023

000122
The following
vehicles will be
auctioned off on
Oct. 10,2023 @ 1600
Pirates Cove Road
Ponce de Leon Fl.
2009 Mercury Vin#t
4M2CU81749KJ24831
2012 Scion XD Vin#
JTKKU4B46C1027375
2022 Ram Vin#
ZFBHRFA
B5N6W98219
1997 Camry
Vin#t 1NXB-
B02E2VZ661259
2007 Camry Vin#
4T1BE46K57U618049
2009 Pontiac Vin#
1G2ZH17N694213861
2012 Kia
Vin# KNA-
FU4A27C5472352
2013 Altima Vin#
5XXGR4
A65DG140046
2021 Altima Vin#
1N4BL4BV
5MN303323
2011 Fusion
Vin#t 3FAH-
POHA3BR321826
2023 Camry Vin#
4T1G11AKX-
PU102695

September 27,
2023

000123
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JU-
DICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR HOLMES
COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: ESTATE OF
NICHOLAS JOSEPH
LOCASTRO,
File No. 23-94-CP
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS

The administra-
tion of the Estate
of Nicholas Joseph
Locastro, deceased,
whose date of
death was May 31,
2023, Case Number
23-94-CP, is pend-
ing in the Circuit
Court for Holmes
County, Florida,
Probate Division,
the address of
which is the Holmes
County Clerk, 201 N.
Oklahoma Street,
Bonifay, FL 32425

. The names and
addresses of the
Petitioner and the
Petitioner’s at-
torney are set forth
below.

All creditors of the
decedent and other
persons who have
claims or demands
against the dece-
dent’s Estate, in-
cluding unmatured,
contingent, or
unliquidated claims
and who may have
been served a copy
of this notice must
file their claims
with this Court
WITHIN THE LATER
OF THREE MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF
THE FIRST PUBLI-
CATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR THIRTY
DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF SERVICE
OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors
of the decedent and
other persons who
have claims or de-
mands against the
decedent’s Estate,
including unma-
tured, contingent,
or unliquidated
claims must file
their claims with
this Court WITHIN
THREE MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF
THE FIRST PUBLI-
CATION OF THIS
NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT
SO FILED WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING
THE TIME PERIODS
SET FORTH ABOVE,
ANY CLAIMS FILED
TWO YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE
DECEDENT’S DATE
OF DEATH ARE
BARRED.

The date of the first
publication of this
notice is: Septem-
ber 27, 2023.

NINA D. FULLER
Petitioner/executor
2616 Hwy. 173
Bonifay, FL 32425
KRISTI MILLER NO-
VONGLOSKY
Florida Bar No.
0182044

Post Office Box 1129
Chipley, FL 32428
Telephone: (850)
6387587
knovonglosky@
gmail.com
September 27, Octo-
ber 4, 2023

000124
IN THE CIRCUIT

COURT,
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL DISTRICT,

IN AND FOR HOLMES
COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
CASE NO.: 23 PR 100
IN RE: ESTATE OF
PAUL A. BAY, JR.,
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS

The administration
of the estate of Paul
A. Bey, Jr., de-
ceased, File No. 23
PR 100, is pending
in the Circuit Court
for Holmes County,
Florida, Probate Di-
vision, the address
of which is 201 N.
Oklahoma Street,
Bonifay, Florida
32425. The name
and address of the
Personal Repre-
sentative and the
Personal Represen-
tative’s attorney are
set forth below.

All creditors of the
decedent and other
persons having
claims or demands
against decedent’s
estate on whom a
copy of this notice
is served within
three (3) months
after the date of
the first publica-
tion of this notice
must file their
claims with this
Court WITHIN THE
LATER OF THREE

(3) MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE OR
THIRTY (30) DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY
OF THIS NOTICE ON
THEM.

All other creditors
of the decedent
and persons having
claims or demands
against the dece-
dent’s estate must
file their claims
with this Court
WITHIN THREE (3)
MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS DE-
MANDS AND OBIJEC-
TIONS NOT SO FILED
WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.

The date of the first
Publication of this
notice is: Septem-
ber 27, 2023.

Kurt A. Bey
Personal Represen-
tative

4946 Creek Road
Extension
Lewiston, New York
14092

Dennis L. Pratt
Florida Bar No.
814954

770 Baldwin Avenue
DeFuniak Springs,
Florida 32435

(850) 951-2244
September 27, Octo-
ber 4, 2023

000127

IN THE COUNTY
COURT OF HOLMES
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 2023-
232-CC

LEE BERTHA

CLARK, Plaintiff, v
EDD JOHNSON, HAS-
SIE JOHNSON, and
others, Defendants.
NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: Defendant
EDD JOHNSON, if
alive, and if dead, his
known spouse HAS-
SIE JOHNSON (known
to be deceased), and
any unknown spous-
es, heirs, devisees,
grantees, judgment
creditors, and all

other parties claiming

by, through, under
or against them; the
unknown spouse,
heirs, devisees, and
judgment creditors
of defendants, de-
ceased, and all other
parties claiming by,
through, or under, or
against defendants;
and all unknown
natural persons if
alive, and if dead or
not known to be dead
or alive, their sev-
eral and respective
unknown spouses,
heirs, devisees,
grantees, and judg-
ment creditors, or

Property Ap-
praiser’s ID #0327.04-
001-008-001.000

and Lot 6 of Block
17 of the Town of
Noma, Florida as
shown on that map
on file in the office
of the Clerk of the
Circuit Court, Holmes
County, Florida in
Section 27, Town-
ship 7 North, Range
14 West, Holmes
County, Florida

Property Ap-
praiser’s ID #0327.04-
001-017-002.000

has been filed in
the County Court
for Holmes County,
Florida, and that you,
as a potential claim-
ant, are entitled to
notice as a matter of
state law.

You are required
to serve a copy of
your written defenses
to the Complaint, if
any, on the plaintiff’s
attorney, Timothy H.
Wells, Post Office Box
155, Bonifay, Florida
32425-0155, and to
file the original with

other parties claiming the clerk of this court

by , through, or
under those unknown
natural persons;

and the several and
respective unknown
assigns, successors
in interest, trustees,
or any other person
claiming by, through,
under or against any
corporation or other
legal entity named as
a defendant; and all
claimants, persons
or parties, natural or
corporate, or whose
exact legal status is
unknown, claiming
under any of the
above named or
described defendants
or parties or claiming
to have any right,
title, or interest in the
property described

in this complaint,
with the exception of
Pam Taylor, Frederick
Taylor, and Mary Ann
Taylor,

YOU ARE NOTIFIED
that a Complaint to
quiet title to real
property in Holmes
County, Florida,
described as:

Lots
1,2,6,9,11,12,13,
14,15,and 16 of Block
8, Lot 5 of Block 11,
Lot 4 of Block 14, Lots
2,3, and 4 of Block
16, Lots 4 and 5 of
Block 17, and Lot 1
of Block 15, less and
except the West 36
feet of Lot 1 and less
and except a square
measuring 100’ by
100’ located in the
SW corner of the
remainder of Lot 1
after the removal of
the 36 feet previously
stated, of the Town
of Noma, Florida as
shown on that map
on file in the office
of the Clerk of the
Circuit Court, Holmes
County, Florida in
Section 27, Township
7 North, Range 14
West, Holmes County,
Florida

either before service
on the attorney or im-
mediately thereafter
by October 23, 2023;
otherwise, a default
will be entered
against you for the
relief demanded in
the Complaint.

Dated on the 21st
day of September,
2023. SAM BAILEY,
Clerk of Court By:
Tara Hicks, Deputy
Clerk

September 27, Oc-
tober 4, 11, 18, 2023

HELP WANTED

Doctors Office in
Bonifay, Florida is
accepting resumes/
applications for an
Office Managers
Position.

Person respon-
sible for, business
affairs functions,
processing incom-
ing and outgoing
mail, reading and
responding to
emails, prepara-
tion of monthly and
quarterly reports.
Must be able to
multitask, be
organized, money
management, make
deposits, reconcile
bank and credit
card statements.
Knowledge of
Medical billing and
background in ac-
counting.

Must be able to
work in cooperation
with other employ-
ees and clinical
director.

Must exercise in-
dependence, judge-
ment, competence
and dependability
in carrying out as-
signed tasks.

If you have the
experience we are
looking for please
bring your resume
or come in and fill
out an application.

Applications will
be taken through
October 2023.
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OUTDOORS

STAFF REPORT

Xtreme Bounty Racing (XBR) Motorsports
sent mud flying around at The Original Vortex
Spring for the weekend.

The dirt drag race event was held Sept. 22
and 33 at the outdoor recreation spot in Ponce
de Leon.

SUDOKU ANSWERS

From page 6B
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L_o_mg)ﬂ Home of the Diver Down flag and the year-round 68-degree chill.
v SWIMMING. DIVING « JEEP TRAILS « CAMPING « LIVE MUSIC

1517 Vortex Springs Lane

Ponce de Leon, FL

1850) 8364970 Find us on Facebook fo..r aII the latest events: The Original Vortex Spring






